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MIAMI — Residents were allowed to return Tuesday to some 
islands in the hurricane-slammed Florida Keys as officials sought 
to piece together the scope of Irma’s destruction and rush aid into 
the drenched and debris-strewn state. 

Two days after the storm roared into the Keys with 130 mph 
winds, the full extent of the damage there was still a question 
mark because communications and access were cut off in many 
cases. At the northern end of the Keys, residents and business 
owners from Key Largo, Tavernier and Islamorada were allowed 
back for their first look. 

SEE PIECES ON PAGE 6 


As Irma pushes north, 
Floridians return home 
to survey the damage 


By Freida Frisaro and Martha Mendoza 

Associated Press 


Jean Chatelier walks through a street flooded by Hurricane Irma after retrieving his uniform from his house on Tuesday to return to work at a supermarket 
in Fort Myers, Fla. Chatelier walked about a mile each way in knee-high water to get his uniform. “I want to go back to work. I want to help,” he said. 

David Goldman/A P 


White House: New law not needed for Islamic State fight 


By Richard Lardner 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump adminis¬ 
tration has adequate legal authority to com¬ 
bat terrorist groups and doesn’t support a 
push in Congress for a new law permitting 
military action against Islamic State and 
other militants, a senior White House of¬ 
ficial said Tuesday. 

The comments Tuesday by White House 


legislative director Marc Short came as 
Republican Sen. Rand Paul, of Kentucky, 
ramped up pressure on his colleagues to 
reassert their power to decide whether to 
send American troops into harm’s way. 
Paul, a leader of the GOP’s noninterven¬ 
tionist wing, wants a vote on his amend¬ 
ment to the annual defense policy bill that 
would let the authorizations after the Sept. 
11, 2001, attacks lapse after six months. 

He says Congress would use the time to 


pass a new war authority. 

Many congressional Republicans and 
Democrats have been clamoring for Con¬ 
gress to approve a new authorization for 
the use of military force. But they’re mov¬ 
ing too slowly for Paul, who’s demanding 
the deadline to ensure faster action. 

Paul said on Monday evening he would 
use his senatorial power to block amend¬ 
ments from other lawmakers to the $700 
billion defense policy bill unless his mea¬ 


sure was considered. 

“Where is the anti-war left demanding 
the wars end? Where is the constitutional 
conservative right demanding Congress re¬ 
claim its war powers?” Paul declared on his 
Twitter account. He later said unidentified 
Senate leaders had “agreed to four hours 
of debate under my control to debate these 
wars.” It was unclear, however, if that would 
culminate with a vote on his amendment. 
SEE FIGHT ON PAGE 5 
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Retired Navy officer to be imprisoned 

David Kapaun sentenced to 18 months 
in connection with ‘Fat Leonard’ scandal 


Former U.S. Navy Commander Dave Kapaun, right, talks with 
Republic of Singapore navy Maj. Danny Tan, left, and Republic of 
Singapore Maj. H.C. Lim at a reception aboard the U.S. Navy dock 
landing ship USS Rushmore on July 4, 2001. 



“If it wasn’t for this 
(clinic), my teeth 
would rot out of my 
head and I would be 
in bad shape.” 

— Joey Johnson, a patient at the 
free Remote Area Medical clinic in 
Wise, Va., discussing the value of 
its services 

See story on Page 10 
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1. Marine colonel convicted of sexually 
abusing a child 

2. Pacific storm tracker 

3. Air Force Hurricane Hunters 
gathered critical Irma data as storm 
battered Florida 

4. Marines, sailors hit sea and land in 
Alligator Dagger exercise 

5. Pilot error behind December Osprey 
crash off Okinawa, Marine Corps says 


By Jennifer Sinco Kelleher 

Associated Press 

HONOLULU — A retired U.S. 
Navy commander in Hawaii was 
sentenced Monday to 18 months 
in federal prison for lying about 
his relationship with a Malaysian 
defense contractor nicknamed 
“Fat Leonard.” 

David Kapaun abused his po¬ 
sition in the Navy to help give a 
contractor an unfair advantage, 
U.S. District Judge Susan Oki 
Mollway said. 

That contractor, Leonard Fran¬ 
cis, has admitted to bribing Navy 
officials with cash, prostitutes and 
other gifts in exchange for infor¬ 
mation to help his company. He’s 
awaiting sentencing. Prosecutors 
call him the center of a massive 
corruption scandal involving 30 
defendants. 

Kapaun, while working in Sin¬ 


gapore from 2002 to 2004, was 
one of the officials Francis plied 
with gifts, Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Mark Pletcher said. Kapaun was 
instrumental in helping Francis 
grow his company, Pletcher said. 

Kapaun didn’t disclose receiv¬ 
ing dinners, hotel stays and pros¬ 
titutes from Francis, his defense 
attorney, Victor Bakke, has said 
previously. 

A “sense of entitlement” was 
partly to blame for his actions, 
Kapaun said at his sentencing. “I 
apologize to the American peo¬ 
ple,” he said. 

Bakke said Kapaun was pre¬ 
pared to pay $50,000 restitution 
on Monday and will pay a $25,000 
fine in installments. 

Mollway also ordered Kapaun 
to serve three years of supervised 
release and 200 hours of commu¬ 
nity service. 


Kapaun pleaded guilty in June, 
saying he lied when he didn’t 
disclose on a security clearance 
form his connection to Francis. 

Kapaun retired and was honor¬ 
ably discharged in 2008 after a 


25-year Navy career, Bakke said. 
The allegations prompted Ka¬ 
paun to resign earlier this year 
from his civilian position as dep¬ 
uty chief of staff for U.S. Special 
Operations Command Pacific. 
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Naval Academy to consider renaming 2 buildings 


By Brian Witte 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A panel on memorials at 
the U.S. Naval Academy will discuss whether 
two buildings on the campus grounds should 
remain named after two American naval of¬ 
ficers who fought for the Confederacy, the 
academy’s superintendent said Monday. 

Vice Adm. Ted Carter, who briefed the 
academy’s Board of Visitors about the build¬ 
ing names at a meeting at the Library of 
Congress, said the academy’s Memorial Over¬ 
sight Committee will be looking into the issue, 
which has been raised in the aftermath of a 
white-nationalist rally in Charlottesville, Va., 
that erupted into deadly violence. 

“Where we are right now, there is not a 
move to make an immediate change, but there 
is ongoing dialogue,” Carter told The Associ¬ 
ated Press in an interview during a break at 
the meeting. 

The superintendent’s residence in Annapo¬ 
lis, Md., is named after Franklin Buchanan, 
the academy’s first superintendent, who left 
to join the Confederate Navy at the outbreak 
of the Civil War. A road by the house, which 
hosts thousands of visitors every year, also is 
named after him. 

Maury Hall is named after Matthew Fon¬ 
taine Maury, a leader in the fields of naval 


meteorology and navigation. He headed the 
coast, harbor and river defenses for the Con¬ 
federate Navy. 

Carter told the Board of Visitors, which in¬ 
cludes members of Congress, that the build¬ 
ings were named 
after the two men 
because of their 
links to Navy history 
and their accom¬ 
plishments, separate 
from their service 
in the Confederacy. 
He also noted that 
Maury was opposed 
to slavery. Buchanan, 
Carter said, turned 
in his commission 
when he believed his 
home state of Mary¬ 
land would secede 
from the union. When it didn’t, he sought to 
return, but the secretary of the Navy at the 
time rejected the request. 

Carter said he has not been getting encour¬ 
agement to change the names. 

“The other thing is, there’s nobody clamor¬ 
ing within the campus nor our alumni, or any¬ 
one else, to effect a change, so I listen to those 
voices as well,” Carter said. “And nor are the 


midshipmen looking for a change, so these are 
all parts of the conversation that we are now 
being open to listen to.” 

Carter also noted that the decision in chang¬ 
ing building names rests with the chief of 
Naval Operations. Carter brought up the issue 
during a public portion of the board meeting. 

Rep. C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger, a Mary¬ 
land Democrat who is on the board, said the 
issue also was discussed during a portion of 
the meeting that was closed to the public. He 
declined to elaborate on what was said in the 
closed portion, but he said the committee will 
produce a report. 

“It’s something that we’re looking at,” Rup¬ 
persberger said. “We’re evaluating.” 

Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Va., who chairs the 
board, said he believes there should be exten¬ 
sive discussion before any names are changed. 
“I think you really need to think long and hard 
about the person in the context in which they 
existed in that period of time,” Wittman said. 

Sen. Ben Cardin, D-Md., said he believes 
the Defense Department will end up making 
a militarywide policy on the issue. He said he 
didn’t see an urgent need to change the two 
names at the academy. “But I do think it’s a 
matter of what do we want to have as a reflec¬ 
tion of our values today, and that’s something 
that we should be looking at,” Cardin said. 


I do think 
it’s a matter 
of what do we 
want to have 
as a reflection 
of our values 
today. ... 9 

Sen. Ben Cardin 

D-Md. 
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PACIFIC 

836th is 
go-to for 
shipping 
US gear 



N. Korea warns 
US of 'pain 7 for 
latest sanctions 


Tyler HLAVAc/Stars and Stripes 


An Army vehicle is lifted off a commercial vessel at Yokohama, 
Japan, on Friday. 


By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — When a large unit like 
the Army’s 25th Infantry Division 
needs to ship enough helicopters, 
vehicles and equipment into Japan 
to support a 600-soldier exercise 
like Orient Shield, they look to 
subject matter experts for help. 

Based out of Yokohama’s North 
Dock, the small 836th Transporta¬ 
tion Battalion serves as the guide 
for large units that need to ship in 
equipment to support themselves 
during exercises and take it with 
them when they depart. 

“As the transportation battal¬ 
ion that supports exercises, our 
role is to get the equipment to the 
warfighter,” said Lt. Col. Clydea 
Prichard-Brown, the battalion’s 
commander. “Our responsibility 
is to — once we get the vessel — 
discharge it immediately and get 
it to them in a timely manner. If 
they don’t have their equipment 
there to fight or practice, then the 
mission gets delayed.” 

On Friday, soldiers from the 
25th ID’s 1st Stryker Brigade 
Combat Team out of Fort Wain- 
wright, Alaska, arrived at Yo¬ 
kohama North Dock ahead of 
exercise Orient Shield, which 
kicked off Monday. The soldiers 
were greeted by the 836th, which 
helped oversee the three-day 
offload of the vessel. 

“We’re offloading various piec¬ 
es of equipment,” Marine Cargo 
Specialist Chris Thomas told Stars 
and Stripes on Friday. “You’ll see 
us unloading Black Hawks. We’re 
also unloading Strykers, as well 
as your regular run-of-the-mill 
equipment — Humvees, fuel 
tankers and forklifts. It’s a total of 
249 pieces of equipment.” 

The 836th has a small pres¬ 
ence in Japan. It numbers six ac¬ 
tive-duty servicemembers and 27 


Army civilians and local employ¬ 
ees. It is the last remaining mili¬ 
tary unit permanently assigned 
to Yokohama, which was a major 
military town in the decades after 
World War II. 

Members of the unit work out 
of a Spartan facility that doesn’t 
have a permanent commissary, 
exchange or other comforts found 
on most military installations. 
The nearest military facility is 
the Army’s Camp Zama, roughly 
an hour’s drive away. 

Prichard-Brown, who also 
serves as the North Dock base 
commander, said her small unit 
“punches above their weight” as 
large-scale exercises like Orient 
Shield can’t be done without spe¬ 
cialists ensuring vital equipment 
makes it into the country. 

Many units are used to deploy¬ 
ing to Iraq or Afghanistan where 
they utilize equipment already in 
the country, she said. That is not 
the case for Japan. 

“What people don’t realize is 
that the missions or exercises 
that happen, a lot of the time the 
soldiers are imported into Japan,” 
Prichard-Brown said. “If I never 


get your equipment and never 
push it to you, you can never go 
fight your fight. We try to help the 
rest of the military understand 
that logistics is one of the most 
important things in a mission. 
Even though we’re so small, we 
manage such large missions.” 

The unit also oversee incom¬ 
ing goods being shipped to major 
bases in the area, such as Yoko¬ 
suka, Zama and Naval Air Sta¬ 
tion Atsugi. Commissaries and 
Exchanges from those camps are 
among the battalion’s most fre¬ 
quent customers. 

The unit, which works on docks 
and deals with ships, occupies a 
unique space in logistics for a 
land-based service like the Army, 
Prichard-Brown said. 

“Anytime someone hears trans¬ 
portation, they think trucks,” she 
said. “When I first got assigned to 
take over the battalion, I thought 
I was going to fall in on a bunch 
of trucks and a bunch of soldiers. 
Absolutely not what happened. 
I came here and learned an en¬ 
tirely different world of port 
operations.” 

hlavac.tyler@stripes.com 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea warned the United States it 
will face the “greatest pain” after 
the U.N. Security Council unani¬ 
mously adopted new sanctions to 
punish it for conducting a sixth 
nuclear test. 

The resolution approved Mon¬ 
day caps crude oil imports and 
bans textile exports but fell short 
of Washington’s hopes for a com¬ 
plete oil embargo due to resis¬ 
tance by veto-holders China and 
Russia. 

Even the watered-down mea¬ 
sures were expected to hurt 
Pyongyang’s sources of foreign 
revenue and fuel. 

Speaking at a disarmament 
conference in Geneva, North Ko¬ 
rean Ambassador Han Tae Song 
said his delegation “categorically 
rejects the latest illegal and un¬ 
lawful U.N. Security Council res¬ 
olution,” according to Reuters. 

Han was quoted as accusing 
the U.S. administration of being 
“fired up for political, econom¬ 
ic, and military confrontation,” 
and of being “obsessed with the 
wild game of reversing (North 
Korea’s) development of nuclear 
force which has already reached 
the completion phase.” 

“The forthcoming measures by 
(North Korea) will make the U.S. 
suffer the greatest pain it ever ex¬ 
perienced in its history,” he said 
without elaborating. 

The communist state issued a 
similar warning Monday before 
the vote was held, ratcheting up 
already high tensions over its ef¬ 
forts to develop a nuclear-tipped 
weapon that could reach the U.S. 
mainland. 

North Korea has made signifi¬ 
cant progress in its missile and 


nuclear testing program despite 
eight previous rounds of sanc¬ 
tions that have been imposed 
since 2006 when it conducted its 
first nuclear test. 

U.S. ambassador to the U.N. 
Nikki Haley said the latest reso¬ 
lution contained “by far the stron¬ 
gest measures ever imposed” and 
promised “this will cut deep.” 

The resolution caps North Ko¬ 
rea’s imports of crude oil at the 
level of the last year and limits 
the import of refined petroleum 
products to 2 million barrels a 
year. 

It also bans all textile exports 
and prohibits any country from 
authorizing new work permits for 
North Korean workers — hitting 
at two major sources of foreign 
currency for the isolated regime. 

“This resolution also puts an 
end to the regime making money 
from the 93,000 North Korean 
citizens it sends overseas to work 
and heavily taxes,” Haley said. 
She added the measures would 
“eventually starve the regime 
of an additional $500 million or 
more in annual revenues.” 

South Korea’s presidential of¬ 
fice welcomed the passage of new 
sanctions, saying they showed in¬ 
ternational solidarity against the 
North’s actions. 

“North Korea should no longer 
test the stem resolve of the inter¬ 
national community,” spokesman 
Park Soo-hyun told reporters. 
“The only way for it to get out of 
diplomatic isolation and econom¬ 
ic pressure is to come back to the 
dialogue table for complete, ir¬ 
reversible and verifiable nuclear 
dismantlement.” 

Stars and Stripes reporter Yoo Kyong 
Chang contributed to this report. 
gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Pilot error cited in Osprey crash-landing off Camp Schwab 


By Matthew M. Burke 
and Ken Kuniyoshi 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— The Marine Corps says pilot 
error was to blame for an MV-22 
Osprey’s crash-landing off Camp 
Schwab late last year. 

One of the helicopter-plane hy¬ 
brid’s propellers clipped a thick 
hose on an Air Force C-130 tank¬ 
er during nighttime refueling on 
Dec. 13, 2016. The Osprey’s pilot 
flew 18 miles to shore but decided 
to put the tilt-rotor aircraft down 
into the sea rather than fly over a 
residential area to reach Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma, the 
Marines said at the time. Two 


crewmembers were injured. 

“I want to again thank the 
Japan Coast Guard, Okinawan 
Police and the U.S. Air Force 
33rd and 31st Rescue Squadrons 
for their support and assistance 
during this incident,” Lt. Gen. 
Lawrence Nicholson, III Marine 
Expeditionary Force commander, 
said in a statement Monday. “This 
was a regrettable incident but one 
that could have been much worse 
without the quick reaction of the 
crew and the support of our Oki¬ 
nawan and Air Force partners. 
We will continue safe flight op¬ 
erations of the MV-22 and all of 
our aircraft in support of our Al¬ 
liance with Japan.” 

Nicholson delivered a report 


on the crash investigation’s find¬ 
ings to Okinawa Vice Gov. Mori- 
take Tomikawa during a meeting 
Monday at Camp Zukeran in Ki- 
tanakagusuku Village. 

“It was firmly explained that 
it was a problem with the pilot’s 
skill and not a malfunction to 
the aircraft itself,” Tomikawa 
told reporters after the meeting. 
“As a matter of fact, we are not 
convinced, of course [with the 
explanation].” 

Marine officials could not be 
reached for comment on the 
pilot’s status or whether punish¬ 
ment had been handed down. 

According to a statement on 
the report released Monday by 
Japan’s Ministry of Defense, the 


Osprey made several attempts to 
connect to the tanker’s refueling 
basket but was unsuccessful. The 
crew then received a fuel warn¬ 
ing and was instructed to turn 
around and head south toward 
Futenma. 

As the Osprey again ap¬ 
proached the fuel tanker, the 
pilot noticed it was approaching 
with too much power, the min¬ 
istry statement said. The pilot 
decreased the power but could 
not maintain a normal distance. 
The refueling basket descended 
and then ascended, hitting the 
Osprey’s right propeller. The Os¬ 
prey immediately ceased refuel¬ 
ing efforts and was instructed to 
move away from the tanker. 


On the way back to shore, the 
Osprey’s pilot was forced to fly in 
fixed-wing mode out of concerns 
about the aircraft’s thrust, the 
ministry statement said. The air¬ 
craft was vibrating. 

The Osprey was ultimately 
put down into the sea off Camp 
Schwab because the pilot felt it 
would be difficult to safely main¬ 
tain altitude and speed over land, 
the ministry statement said. 

The U.S. military took a series 
of preventative measures after 
the crash, from adding wake 
turbulence to flight simulators 
to education and instruction, the 
statement added. 


burke.matt@stripes.com 

kuniyoshi.ken@stripes.com 
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EUROPE _ 

Despite concerns, Turkey to 
buy Russian defense system 


It’s us who will make decisions regarding 
our independence. We are responsible 
over taking security measures for the 
defense of our country, f 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

president of Turkey 



Photos courtesy of Point Alpha Foundation 


Brig. Gen. Philip Jolly, of U.S. Army Europe, and German 
Commissioner for Culture and the Media Monika Gruetters examine 
a Cold War-era pilot’s jacket at the Point Alpha Memorial near Geisa, 
Germany. 
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A room of the new exhibition on the everyday life of U.S. and NATO 
soldiers focuses on the early years of the Cold War along the frontier 
of West and East Germany. 

Fulda Gap exhibition 
opens this weekend 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

Turkey is moving forward with 
a plan to acquire a Russian anti¬ 
missile network, a $2.5 billion deal 
that puts it at odds with allies in the 
U.S.-led NATO security alliance. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan told Turkish media that 
he and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin have no intention of back¬ 
tracking on the deal for the S-400 
air defense system. 

“It’s us who will make decisions 
regarding our independence,” 
Erdogan told Turkey’s Hurriyet 
newspaper Sunday. “We are re¬ 
sponsible over taking security 
measures for the defense of our 
country. We’ll save ourselves if we 
face difficulties in procuring de¬ 
fense systems.” 

U.S. European Command says it 
is concerned about Turkey’s plans 
and is in talks with Turkish offi¬ 
cials over the matter. 

“We have relayed our concerns 
to Turkish officials regarding 
the potential purchase of the S- 
400,” said Meghan Henderson, a 
EUCOM spokeswoman. “A NATO 
interoperable missile defense sys¬ 
tem remains the best option to de¬ 
fend Turkey from the full range of 
threats in its region.” 

For months, Turkey has flirted 
with the idea of buying the Russian 
system, despite its incompatibility 
with U.S. and other allied systems. 

Turkey canceled a 2016 plan to 
buy Chinese-made hardware after 
objections from NATO nations over 
integration. 

However, during the past year, 
Turkey’s relations with key NATO 
partners have soured. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
and Marcus Kloeckner 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger¬ 
many — An American assigned 
to Ramstein Air Base, Germany, 
drove the wrong way on the auto¬ 
bahn near Kaiserslautern while 
intoxicated Monday morning, 
a mistake that could have been 
deadly if not for the heroic actions 
of three German drivers who 
stopped him and took his keys, 
German police alleged. 

The 37-year-old U.S. civilian, 
whose name was not released, 
entered the A63 near Kirchheim- 
bolanden the wrong way early 
Monday while driving a Volkswa¬ 
gen Golf, police alleged. After one 
of the German drivers flashed his 
lights at him, the American turned 
around but continued driving er¬ 
ratically, the autobahn police de¬ 
partment in Gau-Bickelheim said. 

The driver followed the Golf 
and called police, officers said. 
Two long-haul truck drivers also 


In the wake of an attempted coup 
in July 2016, Erdogan has cracked 
down on Turkey’s judiciary, politi¬ 
cal opposition figures and media. 

At the same time, Erdogan has 
drawn closer to Russia, holding 
meetings in Moscow with Putin. 

NATO said it has not been in¬ 
formed of any details related to the 
S-400 purchase. 

“Interoperability of our armed 
forces is fundamental to NATO for 
the conduct of our operations and 
missions,” a NATO official said, 
speaking under customary ano¬ 
nymity. “No NATO ally currently 
operates the S-400.” 

The S-400 Triumf, Russia’s new¬ 
est long-range missile defense sys¬ 
tem, is designed to hit everything 
from aircraft and satellites to bal¬ 
listic missiles. It comes in four ver¬ 
sions, with the long-range variant 
able to hit targets 250 miles away. 

It isn’t clear why Turkey wants 
such sophisticated weaponry. 
NATO has been developing its own 
missile-defense network, and the 
U.S. Army operates a radar atop 
the high ground of eastern Turkey 
as part of that effort. 

The U.S. voiced concerns when 
reports first emerged about Tur¬ 
key’s plans. 

“What’s being reported here is 


on the road communicated with 
each other by radio and managed 
to stop the car. 

At that point, the American 
turned his car around, hit a guard 
rail and tried again to drive in the 
wrong direction down the auto¬ 
bahn, po¬ 
lice said. 
The 

German 
driving a 
car pro¬ 
ceeded to 
block both 
lanes with 
hisvehicle. 
A state¬ 
ment by 
police said 
the “trip 
was over for the American” after 
one of the truck drivers “jumped 
out of the driver’s cabin, sprinted 
to the Golf, ripped open the driv¬ 
er’s door and took” the keys from 
the ignition. 

The man was found to have a 
blood alcohol content of 0.25 per- 


obviously not interoperable, and 
that obviously is a concern, but it 
is a Turkish decision,” Navy Capt. 
Jeff Davis told Pentagon reporters 
in July. 

Erdogan complained that ac¬ 
quiring high-end equipment from 
allies is too costly. The Turkish 
leader also lashed out at the U.S. 
for its support of Kurdish fight¬ 
ers in Syria, who are regarded as 
enemy forces by Turkey. 

“They give tanks, cannons and 
armored vehicles to the terror or¬ 
ganization, but we can’t procure 
some of our needs, although we 
want to pay the price,” Erdogan 
told Turkish media, referring to 
U.S.-backed Kurdish troops. 

The U.S. Air Force continues its 
operations out of Incirlik Air Base, 
which plays a key role against Is¬ 
lamic State militants in Syria and 
Turkey. Security concerns, how¬ 
ever, forced the military to pull 
family members out of Incirlik in 
2016. 

NATO ally Germany announced 
it would pull its forces out of Incir¬ 
lik in July after Turkey refused to 
guarantee visits by German law¬ 
makers to the base. 


vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 


cent, police said. The legal limit to 
drive in Germany is 0.05 percent. 
He was arrested and turned over 
to military police. His car was 
towed. 

A spokeswoman for the 86th 
Airlift Wing at Ramstein said 
Tuesday the man was a civilian 
who worked at Ramstein. He is no 
longer in police custody, said Kelly 
Sanders. It’s unknown whether 
he’ll face criminal charges. 

Joerg Wegener, chief of the 
Gau-Bickelheim highway police, 
said he considers the three men 
who stopped the car to be what 
local media called “heroes of the 
week.” 

Their actions prevented “some¬ 
thing bad” from happening, he 
said. It’s not often that a “Geis- 
terfahrer” — or ghost driver, as 
people who drive the wrong way 
on the highway in Germany are 
called — enter this part of the au¬ 
tobahn, he added. 

svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
kloeckner.marcus@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


By Dan Stoutamire 

Stars and Stripes 

The Fulda Gap, a group of 
passes through hills about an hour 
northeast of Frankfurt, Germany, 
was for more than four decades 
the site one of the world’s most 
tense and heavily armed border 
standoffs. 

Now, the place known as Point 
Alpha, where U.S. and NATO forc¬ 
es in West Germany kept watch 
over what was regarded as the So¬ 
viet Union’s most likely route to in¬ 
vade Western Europe, will be the 
subject of permanent exhibition. 

Opening on Sunday at the me¬ 
morial near Rasdorf, the event 
celebrates the everyday life of U.S. 
and German soldiers and civilians. 
It focuses on the role U.S. soldiers 
played in bringing American cul¬ 
ture to Germany after World War 
II and the improbable relation¬ 
ships that bloomed here. 

“The partnership was based on 
friendships of the people involved 
— it was a security partnership, 
sure, but it was mainly a partner¬ 
ship between people,” said Danny 
Chahbouni, a German researcher 
at the Point Alpha Memorial. 

“So our mission is to bring Ger¬ 
mans and Americans together and 
tell them about how this partner¬ 
ship evolved, how it was affected 
by the Cold War, and to show peo¬ 
ple how Americans here lived and 
about their commitment for the 
defense of Western Europe.” 

The fall of the Berlin Wall in 
1989 and collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991 rendered the border 
between East and West Germany 


and its many outposts obsolete. 
Today, Point Alpha is a historical 
site commemorating those years, 
when it was widely believed that if 
a third world war were to occur, it 
would do so here. 

Jo Ator, a U.S. veteran who cur¬ 
rently lives in Frankfurt, briefly 
served a rotational deployment 
in West Germany in 1986 when 
she visited the still-functioning 
observation post at Point Alpha. 
“You wouldn’t think about it much 
elsewhere, but Germany had this 
wall,” she said. “You could see 
where people trying to escape 
East Germany died, and there’s 
the barbed wire and the guard 
towers and everything, and you 
think, ‘Oh, man, this is the real 
stuff.’ ” 

The exhibition—which features 
signs in both German and English 
— will be housed in one of the two 
major barracks where U.S. sol¬ 
diers once lived, Chahbouni said, 
and will feature items such as old 
American Forces Network mi¬ 
crophones, uniforms of U.S. and 
German soldiers, contemporary 
comic books and letters and other 
original documents from those 
who served at the post. 

“Think about how AFN, Elvis 
Presley and all the popular Amer¬ 
ican culture influenced Western 
Europe, and especially the Ger¬ 
mans,” Chahbouni said. “I think 
this is still a big issue. We are liv¬ 
ing a Western lifestyle, a style that 
was brought to us by the American 
soldiers that came as enemies and 
became our friends.” 


stoutamire.dan@stripes.com 
Twitter: @DKS_Stripes 


American civilian is suspected of driving 
drunk against traffic near Kaiserslautern 


A spokesman 
for the 86th 
Airlift Wing 
at Ramstein 
said the man 
was a civilian 
who worked 
at the base. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Russia: Syria has seized 
most territory from ISIS 



Vadim Savitsky, Russian Defense Ministry Press Service/AP 


Ammunition is prepared to be loaded onto Russian warplanes at Hemeimeem Air Base 
in Syria on Dec. 18, 2015. Russia’s military has helped Syrian troops liberate most of 
the country’s territory from militants. 


By Nataliya Vasilyeva 

Associated Press 

ALEPPO, Syria — Russia’s military said 
Tuesday that Syrian troops have liberated 
about 85 percent of the war-torn country’s 
territory from militants, a major turn¬ 
around two years after Moscow intervened 
to lend a hand to its longtime ally. 

Russia has been providing air cover for 
President Bashar Assad’s troops since 
2015, changing the tide of the war and giv¬ 
ing Syrian and allied troops an advantage 
over opposition fighters and Islamic State 
militants. 

Speaking to reporters at the Hemeimeem 
air base in Syria’s province of Latakia, Lt. 
Gen. Alexander Lapin said the Syrian gov¬ 
ernment still must clear the militants who 
hold approximately 10,425 square miles, 
the remaining 15 percent. 

The reporters were later flown to Aleppo, 
which opposition fighters lost to the Syrian 
government in late 2016 and where Russian 
military police patrol parts of the city. 

Syrian troops, along with strong support 
from Iranian-backed ground fighters, have 
in recent weeks pushed ISIS militants out 
of central Homs province, near the border 
with Lebanon, and are now fighting them 


in the oil-rich Deir el-Zour province in the 
east. 

Deir el-Zour is the last major ISIS hold¬ 
out in Syria. The Syrian campaign, backed 
by Russian air power, broke a nearly 3- 
year-old siege on the provincial capital 
where troops had been encircled by ISIS 
militants. 

But activists said civilians are bearing 
the brunt of the offensive amid intensive 
airstrikes and ISIS taking them as human 
shields. An overnight airstrike hit recently 
displaced Syrians from Deir el-Zour on the 
western side of the Euphrates River, killing 
at least eight civilians. 

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights and Omar Abu Laila, who 
runs a group that monitors developments in 
Deir el-Zour, said the airstrikes were sus¬ 
pected to be from Russian aircraft. 

At the height of its strength, ISIS con¬ 
trolled nearly half of Syria, seizing mostly 
territories in the east and north of Syria. 

Around Syria, there are still pockets of 
other insurgents, some backed by Turkey 
and others by the U.S., in the northwest and 
north as well as in the south and near the 
capital. Militants affiliated with al-Qaida 
control Idlib province, near the border with 
Turkey. 


Russian air power has been instrumental 
in recent Syrian military successes. With 
Damascus facing major battlefield defeats, 
Moscow signed a deal with the Syrian gov¬ 
ernment in August 2015 to deploy an air 
force contingent and other military assets 
at the Hemeimeem base in the heartland of 
Assad’s Alawite religious minority. 

In a matter of weeks, Russia’s military 
built up the base so it could host dozens of 
Russian jets. It delivered thousands of tons 
of military equipment and supplies by sea 
and heavy-lift cargo planes in an operation 
dubbed the “Syrian Express.” 

A month later, Moscow declared the 
launch of its air campaign in Syria — Rus¬ 
sia’s first military action outside the for¬ 


mer Soviet Union since the federation’s 
collapse. 

Assad’s greatest victory in the war, now 
in its seventh year, came when his troops 
and allied militia, with Russian air support, 
gained full control of the city of Aleppo. 

Senior Russian military officers as well 
as special forces were deployed alongside 
Syrian government troops, providing train¬ 
ing, planning offensives and coordinating 
airstrikes. Russia has also deployed its lat¬ 
est weapons to the Syrian conflict, includ¬ 
ing state-of-the art Kalibr cruise missiles 
launched by Russian strategic bombers, 
navy surface warships and submarines, 
most recently in Deir el-Zour province last 
week. 


Patient kills foreign Red Cross staffer in Afghanistan 


Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A 
physiotherapist working at the In¬ 
ternational Committee of the Red 
Cross’ rehabilitation center was 
shot by a patient in Afghanistan’s 
northern Balkh province, a state¬ 
ment released by the ICRC said. 

Spanish national Lorena En- 
ebral Perez, 38, was “a skilled 
and caring physiotherapist who 
assisted patients, especially chil¬ 
dren,” the statement said, quoting 
the ICRC’s head of delegation in 
Afghanistan, Monica Zanarelli. 

“Energetic and full of laugh¬ 


ter, Lorena was the heart of our 
office. Today, our hearts are bro¬ 
ken,” Zanarelli said. 

Lorena’s work involved helping 
children, women and men who 
lost limbs or with other forms of 
disability learn how to walk and 
feed again themselves. 

“The violent fluctuations of life 
seem particularly cruel today,” 
the statement said. 

It was not immediately clear if 
Monday’s attack was politically 
motivated or related to a personal 
dispute. 

Sher Jan Durani, a spokesman 


for the provincial police chief, said 
two suspects have been arrested. 

Last week, two local ICRC staff 
members were released after 
being held by an armed group 
for seven months. The two were 
abducted on Feb. 8 while on their 
way to assist in the northern 
Jawzjan province with six other 
colleagues, who were shot and 
killed. No group has claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for the attack, and 
the Taliban denied involvement. 

Elsewhere in Afghanistan, a 
Taliban suicide bomber targeted 
international forces on patrol in 


the northern Parwan province, 
wounding three Afghan civilians, 
according to Gen. Zaman Mamo- 
zai, the provincial police chief. He 
was not aware of any casualties 
among the foreign troops. 

A statement issued by the 
NATO-led Resolute Support Mis¬ 
sion said that a small number of 
service members and Afghan 
civilians were wounded when a 
suicide attacker targeted their 
convoy with a vehicle carrying 
an improvised explosive device. 
“The wounded service members 
were taken to the Bagram Airfield 


Fight: Administration says 2001 authorization is sufficient 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

To fight ISIS, the Trump ad¬ 
ministration, as did the Obama 
administration, relies on an au¬ 
thorization for the use of military 
force that was approved by Con¬ 
gress in 2001, shortly after the 
Sept. 11 attacks. 

But the White House’s use of 
an authorization from a decade 
and half ago is a legal stretch at 
best, according to critics who 
have argued for years that Con¬ 
gress needs to pass a new one to 
account for how the dynamics of 
the battlefield have changed. For 
example, American troops are 
battling an enemy — ISIS — that 
didn’t exist 16 years ago in a coun¬ 
try — Syria — that the U.S. didn’t 
expect to be fighting in. 

A separate authorization for the 
war in Iraq approved in 2002 also 
remains in force. 


The War Powers Resolution, 
enacted in 1973, requires the 
president to tell Congress he is 
sending U.S. troops into combat 
and prohibits those forces from 
remaining for more than 90 days 
unless Congress has approved an 
authorization for military force. 

Secretary of State Rex Tiller- 


son and Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis informed lawmakers last 
month that the 2001 authoriza¬ 
tion provides sufficient authority 
to wage war against ISIS in Iraq 
and Syria. But Tillerson and Mat¬ 
tis also said they’re open to an up¬ 
dated authorization provided the 
measure doesn’t impose tactical¬ 


ly unwise restrictions or infringe 
on the president’s constitutional 
powers as commander in chief. 

But Short, who spoke at a Chris¬ 
tian Science Monitor breakfast, 
said the administration isn’t look¬ 
ing for changes and stood by the 
2001 authorization. 
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hospital for treatment. None of the 
injuries are considered life threat¬ 
ening,” the statement said. 
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Irma kills 2 in Georgia and 2 in South Carolina 


By Jonathan Landrum Jr. 
and Russ Bynum 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Hurricane Irma 
claimed two lives in Georgia and 
two in South Carolina, and the 
remnants of the storm forced At¬ 
lanta’s international airport — the 
world’s busiest passenger airport 
— to cancel nearly 200 flights 
early Tuesday. 

The flights canceled at Harts- 
field-Jackson Atlanta Internation¬ 
al Airport put the total number 
of interrupted trips there due to 
Irma at about 1,300, spokesman 
Andrew Gobeil said. The airport 
remained operational, with flights 
taking off and landing. However, 
some passengers were forced to 
spend the night at the airport. Go¬ 
beil said he didn’t have the exact 
number. 

Meteorologist Keith Stellman 
said Atlanta’s airport recorded 
sustained winds of 45 mph, with 
gusts of up to 64 mph. The Na¬ 
tional Hurricane Center said it 
expects Irma to drop 5 to 8 inches 
of rain across South Carolina and 
the northern regions of Georgia, 
Alabama and Mississippi through 
Tuesday. 

Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal lifted 
a mandatory evacuation order for 
six coastal counties. The order al¬ 
lows local authorities to determine 
when residents may return home. 

Deal called the storm “unusual” 
in that it affected the entire state 
rather than being localized. 

For that reason, Deal said, re¬ 
covery “could be a bit slower.” 

“This is a different kind of natu¬ 
ral disaster. We have not had one 
like this in the state of Georgia for 
a long time,” Deal said in a news 
conference on Tuesday. 

More than 1.2 million Georgia 
Power and Electric Membership 
Corp. customers were without 
power Tuesday morning. The util¬ 
ity companies said they would con¬ 
tinue to assess damage as power is 
restored. 

Alabama Power reported 
20,000 outages, mostly in eastern 
Alabama, as the remnants of Irma 
toppled trees and power lines but 
didn’t cause major damage. The 
utilities said repairs could take 


several days. 

In Atlanta, people nervously 
watched towering oak trees as the 
city, 250 miles inland, experienced 
its first tropical storm warning. 
Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Tran¬ 
sit Authority resumed full service 
Tuesday. 

Weakened into a tropical depres¬ 
sion after strafing the Caribbean 
and Florida, Irma still had enough 
force when it swirled into Georgia 
to cause significant damage. 

Heavy rain and strong winds 
caused flooding along the coast, 
downed 
power lines 
and sent trees 
crashing onto 
homes. Traf¬ 
fic flowed 
easily on nor- 
mallyjammed 
Atlanta 
highways. 

A man in 
his 50s was 
killed just 
outside At¬ 
lanta when a 
tree fell on his 
house, Sandy 
Springs police 
Sgt. Sam Wor¬ 
sham said. 
A woman 
died when a 


This is a 
different 
kind of 
natural 
disaster. 

We have 
not had 
one like 
this in the 
state of 
Georgia 
for a long 
time . f 

Nathan Deal 

Georgia governor feif on 

a vehicle in 
a private driveway, the Forsyth 
County Sheriff’s Office said on its 
website. 

Some 540,000 people were or¬ 
dered to evacuate days earlier 
from Savannah and the rest of 
Georgia’s coast. 

Charles Saxon, 57, became 
South Carolina’s first recorded 
death when he was struck by a 
tree limb while clearing debris 
outside his home in Calhoun Falls 
amid wind gusts of about 40 mph, 
according to a statement from Ab¬ 
beville County Coroner Ronnie 
Ashley. 

Another man was killed in a 
wreck on a wet and windy inter¬ 
state as Irma moved past. Pub¬ 
lic Safety Director Leroy Smith 
said Zhen Tain, 21, died in the 
crash on Interstate 77 just east of 
Columbia. 



Gerald Herbert/AP 


Cherie Ethier sits with her pets in her mobile home surrounded by floodwaters in the Marco Naples RV 
Resort in Naples, Fla., on Tuesday. 


Pieces: No sign yet of serious damage to bridges 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The Lower Keys — including 
the chain’s most distant and most 
populous island, Key West, with 
27,000 people — were still off- 
limits, with a roadblock in place 
where the single highway to the 
farther islands was washed out. 
Road repairs were promised in 
the coming days. 

Corey Smith, a UPS driver who 
rode out the hurricane in Key 
Largo, said that power was out 
on the island, there was very lim¬ 
ited gas and supermarkets were 
closed. Branches and other brush 
blocked some roads. 

“They’re shoving people back to 
a place with no resources,” he said 
by telephone. “It’s just going to get 
crazy pretty quick.” 

Still, he said people coming 
back to Key Largo should be re¬ 
lieved that many buildings es¬ 
caped major damage. 

On Tuesday morning, the rainy 
remnants of Irma pushed through 
Alabama and Mississippi after 
drenching Georgia. Flash flood 
watches and warnings were is¬ 
sued around the Southeast. 


Seven deaths in Florida have 
been blamed on Irma, along with 
two in Georgia and two in South 
Carolina. At least 35 people were 
killed in the Caribbean. 

As many as 13 million Florida 
residents — two-thirds of the 
state’s population — were with¬ 
out electricity as sweltering heat 
returned across the peninsula in 
the storm’s wake, and officials 
warned it could take weeks for 
power to be fully restored. About 
110,000 people remained in shel¬ 
ters statewide. 

“I know for our entire state, es¬ 
pecially the Keys, it’s going to be a 
long road,” Gov. Rick Scott said. 

Authorities were stopping peo¬ 
ple to check documentation such 
as proof of residency or business 
ownership before allowing them 
back into the Upper Keys. All 
three hospitals on the island chain 
were still closed. 

After flying over the Keys on 
Monday, the governor described 
overturned mobile homes, 
washed-ashore boats and other 
damage. 

Crews were working to reopen 


U.S. 1 through the Keys. Officials 
said there was no immediate sign 
of serious damage to the 42 bridg¬ 
es that link the islands, but they 
were still checking. 

Key West resident Laura Kee¬ 
ney waited in a Miami hotel for 
word that it was safe to return 
home. She was anxious to hear 
more about her apartment com¬ 
plex. Her building manager told 
her about flooding there, but fur¬ 
ther updates were hard to come by 
because of limited phone service. 

“They told me there is definite¬ 
ly water in the downstairs apart¬ 
ment, which is me,” said Keeney, 
who works as a hotel concierge. 

Lower Keys resident Leyla 
Nedin said she doesn’t plan to re¬ 
turn anytime soon to her home 
near where Irma came ashore on 
Cudjoe Key. 

“There are still nine bridges 
that need final inspections. Plus, 
we are still without water, power, 
sewer, gas and cell service,” she 
said. “My concern is that even if 
we get to go in to the Lower Keys, 
our fragile infrastructure could 
be even more compromised.” 


White House claims military’s response to Irma ‘unprecedented’ 


By Dan Lamothe 

The Washington Post 

As Tropical Storm Irma con¬ 
tinued to batter the eastern coast 
of the United States on Monday, a 
senior White House official touted 
the response of the U.S. military 
to the storm’s long path of destruc¬ 
tion as a superlative. 

Tom Bossert, President Donald 
Trump’s homeland security ad¬ 
viser, said during a news briefing 
that the Pentagon had put together 
“the largest-ever mobilization of 
our military in a naval and Ma¬ 
rine operation.” He added that “an 
Air Force carrier” also had been 
deployed in the effort, and that the 
ship’s involvement in the relief ef¬ 
fort was historic. 

“This is the first ever as well,” 


Bossert said of the carrier deploy¬ 
ment, the USS Abraham Lincoln, 
which actually is operated by the 
Navy, not the Air Force. “So we 
have the largest flotilla operation 
in our nation’s history to help not 
only the people of Puerto Rico, 
people of the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
but also St. Martin and other non- 
U.S. islands affected, and the peo¬ 
ple of Florida.” 

The U.S. military’s naval re¬ 
sponse to Irma — which savaged 
the U.S. Virgin Islands and other 
Caribbean Islands as a Category 
5 hurricane last week — is cer¬ 
tainly sprawling. The Pentagon 
has deployed at least eight others 
ships in addition to the Abraham 
Lincoln to help with Irma relief, 
providing dozens of helicopters 


and thousands of U.S. Marines 
and sailors to assist. 

The other services also are all 
involved, with the Army deploy¬ 
ing thousands of soldiers in heli¬ 
copters and high-water vehicles 
and the Air Force and Coast 
Guard running missions that in¬ 
clude dangerous search-and-res- 
cue operations. The Pentagon said 
in a statement Monday that it has 
10,400 servicemembers involved 
in Irma relief in the Southeast and 
another 4,600 involved for the Vir¬ 
gin Islands and Puerto Rico. 

The U.S. Navy has a more ex¬ 
tensive history of responding to 
natural disasters, including hurri¬ 
canes, than Bossert acknowledged 
on Monday. That includes the use 
of aircraft carriers. After Hur¬ 


ricane Katrina, for example, the 
USS Harry S. Truman deployed, 
serving as a lily pad from which 
helicopters could refuel and re¬ 
load on relief supplies. In total, 19 
U.S. military vessels, including 
13 combat ships, deployed after 
Katrina, according to a 120-page 
history of the operation compiled 
by the think tank CNA. 

Asked for clarification, Bossert 
said in a statement released 
through the White House press of¬ 
fice Monday night that the Defense 
Department has assembled two of 
the “most powerful naval relief 
flotillas in recent memory, includ¬ 
ing a total of nine large ships com¬ 
ing to (the) relief of Americans in 
Florida, Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands.” 


He did not repeat that the de¬ 
ployment of the Abraham Lincoln 
marked a first in hurricane relief 
operations but called the Trump 
administration’s response to Irma 
“an unprecedented domestic op¬ 
erational support mission.” 

“Forces assigned include two 
Amphibious Ready Groups com¬ 
prising nine U.S. Navy ships, and 
a NIMITZ-class aircraft car¬ 
rier outfitted with 24 helicopters 
for search and rescue support,” 
Bossert’s statement said. 

“That group is also equipped 
with elements from the 26th Ma¬ 
rine Expeditionary Unit, a mis¬ 
sion-tailored relief package, and a 
total of 81 helicopters and numer¬ 
ous fixed wing aircraft.” 
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Above: A baby alligator walks freely with tape around his mouth 
as Gary Saurage gives a tour of the preserve at Gator Country 
in Beaumont, Texas, last week. Below: Saurage walks into the 
damaged gift shop at Gator Country. 



Alligators in the storm 

After Harvey, reptile rescuer wonders how to rebuild 


By Charles Scudder 

The Dallas Morning News 

BEAUMONT, Texas — Sur¬ 
rounded by hundreds of alliga¬ 
tors, Gary Saurage waded through 
murky floodwaters trying to save 
his 15-acre reptile sanctuary just 
off Interstate 10. 

Hurricane Harvey had brought 
record rains, and the water was 
already above the fence of one 
enclosure, offering easy escape 
for smaller gators. The water had 
flooded Saurage’s home and come 
within a few inches of destroying 
the visitors center where he’d se¬ 
cured the dangerous crocodiles 
and venomous snakes. 

Outside, Saurage already had 
lost tractors and a boat to the 
floodwaters. He was in danger of 
losing his livelihood, the rescue 
operation he calls Gator Country. 
He tried rounding up as many 
reptiles as he could before the 
storm and now was trying to pro¬ 
tect the rest. 

In chest-high water, he wanted 
the gators to swim toward him. 

Saurage, 48, formerly with the 
Air Force, is the founder of Gator 
Country, a preserve and rescue 
facility for alligators and other 
reptiles. You can see its massive, 
tin-gator figure on the north side 
of the interstate as you drive into 
Beaumont. He’s spent 12 years 
building the place into a tourist 
spot and rescue center, which he 


co-owns with Arlie Hammonds. 

Saurage is one of about 70 Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department 
permit holders who are called 
to capture nuisance alligators 
that show up in pools, ponds and 
porches. He gives those animals 
a home at Gator Country and also 
rehabilitates reptiles injured by 
cars or other alligators. 

He’s had both thumbs reat¬ 
tached after gator mishaps. He’s 
had his Achilles tendon torn by 
a gator’s tail. He’s been on CMT 
and Animal Planet. Each year, 
Saurage says, 40,000 tourists visit 
Gator Country. 

“I built it up really big,” he said 
recently. “In three days, gone.” 

Harvey damaged fences to 
many of the alligator pens. Sau¬ 
rage estimates that about 30 of the 
alligators escaped in the storm. A 
high-end tractor-trailer was de¬ 
stroyed by Big Tex — the largest 
alligator ever captured alive in 
Texas, according to the Trinity 
River National Wildlife Refuge, 
where he was caught. 

The floods destroyed his own 
prefabricated home on the prop¬ 
erty. It sits a few feet above the 
ground, but he still had 5 inches 
of water inside. He knows it is 
totaled, and he will have to pur¬ 
chase a new double-wide. 

Insurance will help a little, he 
said, but it may not be enough. 
The worst-hit parts of the facility 
were the uninsured gator ponds 


behind the visitors center, and 
Saurage estimates $200,000 in 
damage. 

“I don’t stop and think how 
much work I’ve put into this 
place, till now,” he said. “I stop 
and think, ‘Do I have it in me to 
do that again?’ Phew. That’s a 
good question.” 

After getting out of the Air 
Force in 1990, Saurage moved 
to southeast Texas from Louisi¬ 
ana and began hunting alligators. 
Instead of killing them, he began 
catching gators and educating 
people about how to live alongside 
the creatures. 

The Gator Country complex 
had once been an alligator farm 
but was abandoned in 1998 with 
1,100 gators still on-site. When 
Saurage came to inspect the 
property in 2005, only two were 
left: Big A1 and Allie. 

He bought the place and began 
picking up nuisance alligators 
in pools and ponds. In 2011, he 
starred on the CMT show “Gator 
911.” In 2016, he caught Big Tex 
at 13 feet, 8 Vz inches. 

Saurage and his staff host 
birthday parties and field trips at 
Gator Country and produce shows 
that take gators on the road. The 
shows are entertaining, but they 
also teach both kids and adults 
how to interact with alligators in 
the wild. “If you think the Shamu 
show is good,” he said, “it don’t 
got nothing on the Big A1 show.” 


Houston students start classes following hurricane delay 


*We are working hard to make sure that we’re going to 
be as normal as normal can be, given the circumstance.* 

Richard Carranza 

Houston school superintendent 


By Juan A. Lozano 

Associated. Press 

HOUSTON — The first day of 
classes for students in Houston on 
Monday was filled with the excite¬ 
ment of meeting new teachers and 
making new friends, while also al¬ 
lowing the nation’s fourth-largest 
city to bring normalcy to an area 
still wending its way through the 
healing process following massive 
flooding from Harvey. 

Students “are excited to be back. 
Parents are excited to get students 
out of the house, to get them back 
to something normal, to be with 
their friends,” said Codwell El¬ 
ementary School secretary Demi- 
tra Cain as she greeted students 
and parents outside. 

The longtime school district 
employee said she had probably 
given out at least 200 hugs on the 
first day of the new school year, 


which was delayed by two weeks 
due to Harvey. 

Superintendent Richard Car¬ 
ranza said the new school year 
was “going to be a year of not 
only incredible academic achieve¬ 
ment but it’s going to be a year of 
healing.” 

None of the district’s more than 
300 schools and facilities escaped 
without some impact from the 
tropical storm, Carranza said. The 
district estimates Harvey caused 
at least $700 million in damage to 
schools and other buildings and 
racked up other costs. 

Students at 268 of the Houston 
school district’s 284 campuses 
started classes on Monday. Hous¬ 
ton has the nation’s seventh-larg- 
est school system, with about 
215,000 students. 

Some of the students who re¬ 
turned to school on Monday in¬ 
cluded many of the fewer than 


1,500 students who remain at 
shelters because their homes and 
apartments were flooded. The 
district bused those students from 
shelters to their campuses. 

The remaining campuses will 
start classes next Tuesday and on 
Sept. 25 due to ongoing cleanup 
and repairs from Harvey, which 
dumped more than 50 inches 
of rain in some areas around 
Houston. 

Nine campuses were so severely 
damaged that their students will 
have to be temporarily relocated 
to vacant district buildings or 
transferred to nearby schools, and 


three of these campuses likely will 
be closed for repairs the entire 
school year. 

“We are working hard to make 
sure that we’re going to be as nor¬ 
mal as normal can be, given the 
circumstance,” Carranza said 
after visiting with students at 
Codwell Elementary. We know the 
quicker we can get students into 
a routine, it allows mom and dad 
to get into a routine. It allows the 
healing to begin. 

“So we’ve burned the midnight 
oil for the last two weeks to make 
sure we can get as many schools 
up and running today,” he said. 



David J. Phillip/AP 


Codwell Elementary School 
Secretary Demitra Cain greets 
Danielle Outley, 7, on her first 
day of second grade on Monday 
in Houston. 
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GOP senators seek to clear way for tax overhaul 


By Marcy Gordon 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Pushing to¬ 
ward the Republicans’ prime goal 
of tax legislation, the GOP Senate 
leader and members of the Com¬ 
mittee on the Budget are scram¬ 
bling to come up with a budget 
deal to clear the way for the first 
tax overhaul in three decades. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell and GOP members of 
the budget committee met Tues¬ 
day with two top Trump admin¬ 
istration officials to plot breaking 
the budget stalemate. 

Lack of a budget plan for the 


2018 fiscal year starting Oct. 1 is a 
roadblocktothemust-dolegislation 
overhauling the tax system that 
Republicans and President Don¬ 
ald Trump have made their high¬ 
est priority. Trump’s top economic 
adviser, Gary Cohn, and Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin were 
meeting with McConnell and bud¬ 
get panel members. 

Under Washington’s complicat¬ 
ed ways, passing a congressional 
budget blueprint is the only way to 
set in motion a special process for 
rewriting the tax code. If Congress 
can pass a budget, Republicans 
controlling the Senate don’t need 


to worry 
about a 
Democratic 
filibuster 
blocking any 
tax bill. 

House 

action has 
been held up 
by a battle 
between 

McConnell moderates 

and con¬ 
servatives over whether to pair 
spending cuts with the filibuster- 
proof tax measure. Senate action 
has been on hold while the House 


struggles. An impasse could doom 
the tax overhaul effort. 

On the budget panel, Sen. Bob 
Corker, R-Tenn., is hoping to limit 
the deficit cost of the tax effort, 
while Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., is 
on the other end of the spectrum, 
favoring more robust deficit-fi¬ 
nanced tax cuts. 

GOP leaders have asked them to 
try to craft an agreement among 
the 12 budget panel Republicans. 
Any Republican defection on the 
budget plan would deadlock the 
narrowly divided committee. 

“I’m a fiscal hawk, OK? I be¬ 
lieve in pro-growth tax reform 


and I believe that’s a mechanism 
toward lowering deficits,” Corker 
said Monday. “But I’m also some¬ 
one who wants to be realistic 
about all of this and not let this 
just be party time that takes us no 
place but massive deficits down 
the road.” 

Revamping the nation’s tax sys¬ 
tem and providing relief for the 
middle class is a Republican mis¬ 
sion in the wake of the collapse of 
efforts to repeal and replace for¬ 
mer President Barack Obama’s 
health care law. Trump has made 
it a pillar of his push for economic 
growth. 



Unhappy moderate House Republicans complicate ’18 elections 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Democrats 
are relishing the growing num¬ 
ber of congressional Republicans 
deciding not to seek re-election 


next year. The party out of power 
in both Congress and the White 
House sees disaffected moder¬ 
ate Republicans as a pathway to 
retaking the House. 

Michigan Republican Rep. 


Dave Trott, announced Monday 
that he won’t be seeking a third 
term. He joins other moderate 
Republican House members opt¬ 
ing out of re-election, including 
Charlie Dent, of Pennsylvania; 


Dave Reichert, of Washington 
state; and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, of 
Florida. 

Each of those seats will be 
heavily contested by Democrats, 
and rumors abound of other GOP 


retirements still to come. 

House Republicans are bowing 
out as GOP control in Washington 
fails to produce the unity or leg¬ 
islative victories that Republican 
leaders desire. 


Trump’s voter commission 
meets amid anger, concern 



Jim Cole/AP 


Donald Trump, then a Republican presidential candidate, fills out paperwork to be on the presidential 
primary ballot in Concord, N.H., on Nov. 4, 2015. A commission investigating Trump’s allegations of 
voter fraud was scheduled to meet in New Hampshire on Tuesday. 


By Michael Casey 

Associated Press 

MANCHESTER, N.H. — A 
commission created by President 
Donald Trump to investigate his 
allegations of voter fraud came 
to New Hampshire a week after 
its vice chairman angered state 
leaders by claiming out-of-state 
voters in November helped elect 
a Democrat to the U.S. Senate. 

Republican Kris Kobach, 
who also is Kansas’ secretary of 
state, said last week that newly 
released data showed more than 
6,500 people registered to vote 
last year using out-of-state driv¬ 
er’s licenses, but only 15 percent 
had acquired New Hampshire 
licenses. That was proof, he said, 
that fraud likely led to then-Gov. 
Maggie Hassan’s victory over Re¬ 
publican incumbent Kelly Ayotte 
in the Senate race. 

But state law allows someone 
— like a college student or mili¬ 
tary personnel on active duty—to 
be domiciled in New Hampshire 
for voting purposes and be a resi¬ 
dent of another state for driver’s 
licensing purposes. 

Kobach’s comments prompted 
all four members of New Hamp¬ 
shire’s congressional delegation 
to demand the state’s represen¬ 
tative on the commission, Secre¬ 
tary of State Bill Gardner, step 
down. Gardner, a Democrat, said 
he could not condone Kobach’s 
claims but would remain on the 
commission because he wants 
to understand why Americans 
are losing trust in the election 
process. 

On Monday, the New Hamp¬ 
shire chapters of the American 
Civil Liberties Union and the 
NAACP said they planned to call 
for the commission’s dismantling. 


Hassan and Sen. Jeanne Sha- 
heen, a fellow Democrat, are co¬ 
sponsors of a bill that would end 
the commission, whose Tuesday 
meeting will be its second — and 
its first outside of Washington. 

“The commission’s long game 
is to set the table to restrict vot¬ 
ing rights in New Hampshire 
and across the country,” said 
Shaheen’s 
commu¬ 
nications 
direc¬ 
tor, Ryan 
Nickel. 

Nickel 
said it’s 
clear the 
commis¬ 
sion “has 
a pre-or¬ 
dained 
outcome 
and 

should be 
disband¬ 
ed.” 

The 

commis¬ 
sion, the 
Presi¬ 
dential 
Advisory 
Commis¬ 
sion on Election Integrity, has 
spurred controversy from the mo¬ 
ment it was established in May. 
Critics say Trump, a Republican, 
is using the commission to sup¬ 
port his unsubstantiated claims of 
widespread voter fraud that cost 
him the popular vote during the 
2016 election, in which Hillary 
Clinton, a Democrat, received 2.8 
million more votes than he did. 

While there have been isolated 
cases of voter fraud in the U.S., 
there is no evidence of it being a 
widespread problem, as Trump 
suggests. 


Critics have expressed concern 
the commission will be used to 
promote voter suppression ef¬ 
forts. Kobach and other Republi¬ 
cans have advocated for measures 
that would make it more difficult 
for people to register to vote, stay 
registered and cast ballots. A re¬ 
cent Associated Press analysis 
found that Kansas, where Kobach 
is the top elections official, tossed 
out more ballots in the 2016 elec¬ 
tion than Florida, which has about 
seven times as many residents. 

Commission member Hans 
von Spakovsky, a senior legal fel¬ 
low at the right-leaning Heritage 
Foundation, said professors from 
Princeton University and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech¬ 
nology will be discussing poten¬ 
tial cybersecurity problems in 
elections. But he also said plenty 
of attention would be paid to voter 
fraud. He said his group’s data¬ 
base had uncovered 1,100 cases, 


and another study on voter regis¬ 
tration in 21 states to be present¬ 
ed Tuesday found 8,500 people 
voted in more than one state in 
November. 

“All of those are indications 
of problems with the way we do 
voter registration and the way we 
vote, and I would think that folks 
would want to figure out, well, 
what can we do, if anything, to 
remedy those kinds of problems 
so we have fair elections,” Spak¬ 
ovsky said. 

An analysis of the Heritage 
Foundation database by the Bren¬ 
nan Center for Justice at New 
York University found its conclu¬ 
sion of voter fraud was “grossly 
exaggerated,” and only 105 of its 
cases happened in the past five 
years. 

Republican lawmakers, citing 
concerns over voter fraud, have 
largely been behind a push in 
several states to enact voting re¬ 


strictions, such as laws requiring 
voters to produce certain types 
of photo ID before casting a bal¬ 
lot. Various federal courts have 
rolled back some of the more far- 
reaching restrictions, although 
legal battles continue. 

The commission provoked 
controversy in June when it sent 
letters to officials in all 50 states 
seeking a long list of information 
about voters, including partial 
Social Security numbers, dates of 
birth, party affiliations, addresses 
and voting histories. After spark¬ 
ing widespread privacy concerns, 
Kobach later sent a revised letter 
explaining the information would 
not be released publicly. 

Fifteen states and the District 
of Columbia have refused to com¬ 
ply, while three remain unde¬ 
cided, according to an AP survey. 
Several of those states, including 
Mississippi, Tennessee and Wyo¬ 
ming, are led by Republicans. 
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Mail data errors sign of bigger VA issues 

By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 


Porn video gets 
like from Cruz’s 
Twitter account 

The Dallas Morning News 

WASHINGTON — After a 
spokeswoman initially suggested 
his Twitter account had been 
hacked, Texas Sen. Ted Cruz said 
a staffer was to blame for an “in¬ 
advertent” like of a pornography 
video on his social media account 
late Monday. 

“It was a staffing issue and it 
was inadvertent. It was a mis¬ 
take,” Cruz told reporters at the 
U.S. Capitol, adding that his team 
is “dealing with it internally.” 

The social media stir began 
when users spotted a curious 
“like” of a pornography video on 
the senator’s account on Monday. 

The video was posted by NSF W 
— not safe for work — account 
@SexuallPosts, which now has 
changed its bio to “Follow the 
same porn @TedCruz watches.” 

The senator’s staff quickly went 
into damage control in an attempt 
to distance the lawmaker from 
the unlikable “like.” 

Hours later, Cruz offered a dif¬ 
ferent explanation. 

“There are a number of people 
on the team that have access to 
the account and it appears that 
someone inadvertently hit the 
‘like’ button, and when we discov¬ 
ered the post which was I guess 
an hour or two later, we pulled it 
down,” he said. 


WASHINGTON — A House 
subcommittee criticized the De¬ 
partment of Veterans Affairs on 
Tuesday for inaccurate and un¬ 
reliable reporting of how much it 
spends on mail, which lawmakers 
contended is a sign of larger man¬ 
agement issues at the agency. 

The VA reported spending about 
$355 million on 200 million pieces 
of mail in 2016 — making it one 
of the top spenders on mail in the 
federal government. But that’s not 
likely to be the true amount, ac¬ 
cording to a Government Account¬ 
ability Office report that states VA 
spending data is “questionable.” 

“After a look at facility-by-facil- 
ity data, bizarre and anomalous 
numbers immediately jumped out, 
and it begged the question wheth¬ 
er anyone had ever reviewed and 
questioned the information,” said 
Rep. Jack Bergman, R-Mich., 
chairman of the oversight and in¬ 
vestigations subcommittee of the 
House Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

The General Services Adminis¬ 
tration collects information from 
all federal agencies about how 
much they spend on mail. The 
2015 and 2016 data from the VA 
omitted spending totals from most 
of its 1,055 community-based clin¬ 


ics nationwide, as well as its 300 
veterans centers and its National 
Cemetery Administration, the 
GAO found. 

Some data was also inaccurate. 
Bergman brought up one instance 
of the Atlanta VA Medical Cen¬ 
ter in Decatur, Ga., reporting it 
spent $11,257 
to send one 
package. The 
VA said the 
true cost was 
$112.57, and 
the error was 
created when 
someone mis¬ 
placed a deci¬ 
mal typing the 
information 
into the agen¬ 
cy’s system. 

Rep. Ann 
Kuster, D- 

N.H., the 

ranking Dem¬ 
ocrat on the 
subcommit¬ 
tee, said the 
VA’s failure 
on a “simple and routine” task 
like recording mail spending in¬ 
formation “is a sign of a larger 
problem.” 

“VA has outdated systems re¬ 
quiring manual data entry, in¬ 
creasing the chance of human 
error. Employees lack training 


they need. Programs lack goals,” 
Kuster said. “I believe this is in¬ 
dicative of a larger problem. VA 
must examine the root causes.” 

John Oswalt, who works in the 
VA’s information technology of¬ 
fice, conceded each of the thou¬ 
sands of VA locations across the 
country has its own practices for 
reporting how much they spend on 
mail. The system needs oversight 
from VA headquarters, he said. 

Part of the problem was caused 
a few years ago when the VA began 
mailing prescriptions to veterans, 
leading to a surge in the amount of 
mail going out, Oswalt said. 

“We were asleep at the switch, 
and we let this behemoth go,” he 
said. “Now, we’re bringing it back 
under centralized authority.” 

Improving the system will re¬ 
quire updated technology, Oswalt 
said. Information technology has 
been designated a serious prob¬ 
lem for the VA for the past two 
years. The GAO has previously 
described IT systems at the VA 
as “old, inefficient and difficult to 
maintain.” 

The Veterans Benefits Ad¬ 
ministration, which sends mail 
to veterans about their disabil¬ 
ity compensation and pension 
benefits, will use internet-based 
software to roll together informa¬ 
tion on mail spending from its 56 
regional offices, Oswalt said. The 


implementation will take three to 
nine months. 

The VA is required to report 
back to the GAO soon with a 
clear plan of how it will improve. 
In part, the GAO recommended 
the agency update its 20-year-old 
mail policy. 

The subcommittee’s analysis of 
how much the VA was spending on 
mail started during the last con¬ 
gressional session under former 
House VA committee Chairman 
Jeff Miller, who was a dogged crit¬ 
ic of the VA. 

Rep. Jodey Arrington, R-Texas, 
called for employees to be held ac¬ 
countable over the issue. He called 
on the VA to use its new authorities 
granted under the Accountability 
and Whistleblower Protection Act 
signed into law earlier this month. 
The law makes it easier to disci¬ 
pline and fire poor-performing 
workers. 

“I feel like the taxpayer is being 
fleeced over and over because of 
this not-so-exciting issue of opera¬ 
tions and management,” Arrington 
said. “This is just a symptom of the 
root problem, and that’s the lack 
of accountability. I sure hope our 
current [VA] secretary will roll up 
his sleeves and begin fixing these 
things.” 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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Catholic leaders upset by 
questioning of judicial pick 


By Kevin Freeing 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Roman Catholic leaders are 
objecting to Democratic senators’ line of questioning 
for one of President Donald Trump’s judicial nomi¬ 
nees, arguing the focus on her faith is misplaced and 
runs counter to the Constitution’s prohibition on re¬ 
ligious tests for political office. 

The outcry stems from the questioning last week 
of Amy Coney Barrett, a Notre Dame law professor 
tapped to serve on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
7th Circuit. Democrats focused on whether her per¬ 
sonal views would override her legal judgment, es¬ 
pecially with respect to the landmark 1973 Supreme 
Court decision legalizing abortion. 

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., told Barrett that 
dogma and law are two different things and she 
was concerned “that the dogma lives loudly within 
you.” 

Feinstein’s comments upset Notre Dame’s presi¬ 
dent, the Rev. John I. Jenkins, who wrote a letter 
this past weekend to the senator and the Judiciary 
Committee, calling the questioning “chilling.” The 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops said the chal¬ 
lenge to Barrett was a painful reminder of a time 
when “anti-Catholic bigotry did distort our laws and 
civil order.” 

The uproar underscored the volatile mix of reli¬ 
gion, politics and the law, with Democrats worried 
Trump judicial nominees, once seated on the courts, 
will reverse abortion rights. Democrats changed the 
Senate rules in 2013 to a simple majority to ensure 
confirmation of the president’s nominees, which 
now leaves Democrats with little recourse to stop 
Trump’s picks. Beyond the Senate political fight, the 
dispute carries echoes of the 1960 campaign when 
some voters feared that Catholic candidate John F. 
Kennedy would take orders from the pope if elected 
president. 

“People of faith, whatever faith they may hold, 


should not be disqualified because of that faith from 
serving the public good,” said Archbishop William 
E. Lori, chairman of the Catholic Bishops’ commit¬ 
tee on religious liberty. 

Jenkins implored the senators to “respect those in 
whom ‘dogma lives loudly’ — which is a condition 
we call faith. For the attempt to live such faith while 
one respects the legal system should command re¬ 
spect, not evoke concern.” 

A key focus of the hearing was a 1998 law review 
article titled “Catholic Judges in Capital Cases.” In 
the article, Barrett and John H. Garvey said Cath¬ 
olic judges are obliged to adhere to their church’s 
teaching on moral matters and the legal system has 
a solution for this dilemma by allowing judges to re¬ 
cuse themselves when beliefs keep them from doing 
their job. 

“This is a good solution. But it is harder than you 
think to determine when a judge must recuse him¬ 
self and when he may stay on the job. Catholic judg¬ 
es will not want to shirk their judicial obligations,” 
they wrote. 

In the article, Garvey and Barrett cited comments 
from Supreme Court Justice William J. Brennan, 
Jr., who was asked during his confirmation hearings 
in 1957 whether he could abide by his oath of office 
in cases where “matters of faith and morals” mixed 
with “matters of law and justice.” Brennan replied 
that in the cases that come before him “it is that oath 
and that alone which governs.” 

“We do not defend this position as the proper re¬ 
sponse for a Catholic judge to take with respect to 
abortion or the death penalty,” Barrett and Garvey 
wrote. 

Barrett said that while her views have broadened 
since then, she stands behind the core proposition 
of the article that it is never permissible for a judge 
to “follow their personal convictions in the decision 
of a case, rather than what the law requires. That 
article emphasized that point repeatedly.” 


Mexican diplomat talks immigration in Calif. 



Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


Mexican Foreign Relations Secretary Luis Videgaray, left, talks with 
California Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon, D-Paramount, as they 
walk through the Capitol on Monday in Sacramento, Calif. 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — After a day 
huddling in California’s capital on 
immigration, trade and climate, 
Mexico’s top diplomat hit Los An¬ 
geles to close out a two-day visit 
to the immigrant-friendly state. 

Mexico Foreign Relations Sec¬ 
retary Luis Videgaray’s trip to 
California comes at a critical time 
in relations between his country 
and the United States and amid 
uncertainty over the future of a 
program that protects roughly 
800,000 young immigrants who 
are living in the United States 
from deportation. 

In Los Angeles, Videgaray was 
to announce support for those 
young immigrants — hundreds of 
thousands of whom are Mexican. 
He was also slated to meet with 
community and business lead¬ 
ers and tout a program providing 
immigrant mental health ser¬ 
vices. He travels to Washington 
on Wednesday, where he plans to 
implore members of Congress to 
continue the program that Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump says will be 
terminated in six months if law¬ 
makers do not act. 

“We strongly hope the U.S. Con¬ 
gress will act promptly to provide 
certainty and a permanent solu¬ 
tion to these young people that 


want to stay in America,” he said 
Monday in Sacramento before 
meeting with about 25 partici¬ 
pants in the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals Program. 

Mexico last week announced 
plans to create a special job bank 
for those affected and to support 
their educations. The country 
will also assist them with legal 
aid, Videgaray said. 

Alongside immigration uncer¬ 
tainties, Videgaray’s visit comes 
as negotiations to revise the North 


American Free Trade Agree¬ 
ment with Mexico and Canada, 
demanded by Trump, got off to a 
rocky start. 

Trump has said he could with¬ 
draw the United States from the 
23-year-old pact between the two 
countries and Canada, and Mex¬ 
ico said it won’t stay at the table 
if it doesn’t get a fair deal. Noting 
the importance of trade between 
California and Mexico, Videga¬ 
ray said he’s hopeful for a deal 
that benefits all three nations. 



Dylan Lovan/AP 


Dental student Carl Leiner, left, checks Lisa Kantsos’ teeth at the 
Remote Area Medical clinic in Wise, Va., on July 21. 


Left out of health 
debate, Appalachian 
poor seek free care 


By Dylan Lovan 
Associated Press 

WISE, Va. — They arrived at 
a fairground in a deep corner 
of Appalachia before daybreak, 
hundreds of people with throb¬ 
bing teeth, failing eyes, wheezing 
lungs. They took a number, sat in 
the bleachers and waited in the 
summer heat for their name to be 
called so they could receive the 
medical help they can’t get any¬ 
where else. 

Among the visitors at the free, 
once-a-year medical clinic was 
Lisa Kantsos, whose first stop 
was the dental tent, a sprawl of 
tables and chairs where volun¬ 
teer dentists and students per¬ 
formed cleanings, filled cavities 
and pulled teeth. After getting 
a cleaning, she made a stop at a 
mammography van. Last year, it 
was free glasses. 

“It’s a blessing. It really is,” 
said Kantsos, a 52-year-old dia¬ 
betic. “Because I don’t have to 
worry about these things.” 

Kantsos and many of the esti¬ 
mated 2,000 others who turned 
out at the Wise County Fair¬ 
grounds in late July are the health 
care debate’s forgotten. 

Even with the passage of 
“Obamacare” in 2010, they have 
no insurance because they exist 
in a desperate in-between zone, 
unable to afford coverage but in¬ 
eligible for Medicaid. Because 
they haven’t benefited from the 
Affordable Care Act, the debate 
on Capitol Hill over repealing 
it has been all but irrelevant to 
them. 

“Whether there was an Af¬ 
fordable Care Act or not, it really 
hasn’t made any difference for 
these people,” said Stan Brock, 
who founded the free traveling 
Remote Area Medical Clinic in 
the 1980s. 

The need for better, more af¬ 
fordable care around here is 
undeniable. 

The central Appalachian area 
that includes eastern Kentucky, 
southern West Virginia and west¬ 
ern Virginia has long been one of 


the sickest and poorest regions in 
the country. More recently, it has 
been ravaged by the decline of 
coal mining. 

People in central Appalachia 
are 41 percent more likely to get 
diabetes and 42 percent more 
likely to die of heart disease than 
the rest of the nation, according 
to a study released in August by 
the Appalachian Regional Com¬ 
mission and other groups. 

Opioids are also taking their 
toll in Appalachia. In Virginia in 
2014, drug overdoses became the 
No. 1 cause of accidental death, 
according to August Wallmeyer’s 
2016 book, “The Extremes of 
Virginia.” 

But Virginia was among 19 
states that chose not to expand 
Medicaid as part of the Afford¬ 
able Care Act. Many states cited 
the cost, even though Washing¬ 
ton pledged to pick up nearly the 
entire expense. An expansion in 
Virginia would have covered an 
additional 400,000 people. 

“A lot of people, when the Af¬ 
fordable Care Act was first enact¬ 
ed and went into effect, had the 
mistaken belief that it was going 
to help the very poor people, par¬ 
ticularly in Appalachia and other 
parts of Virginia,” Wallmeyer 
said. “And it’s just not true.” 

Among the patients at the free 
clinic was Joey Johnson, who shot 
himself in the head while playing 
with a gun when he was a teen¬ 
ager and has been in a wheelchair 
for 25 years. 

No longer receiving health ben¬ 
efits from his stepfather’s union 
miner’s insurance, he came to 
the clinic to get a dental filling 
and have his eyes checked. His 
Medicaid doesn’t pay for dental 
checkups, and he gets just $735 
a month in federal disability pay¬ 
ments and $20 in food stamps. 

“If it wasn’t for this (clinic), my 
teeth would rot out of my head and 
I would be in bad shape,” he said 
before his checkup. Johnson’s as¬ 
sessment of lawmakers’ work on 
health care is more succinct than 
any tweet: “They don’t care about 
us.” 
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Backlog led to criminals getting security clearance 


By Deb Riechmann 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A government back¬ 
log of 700,000 security clearance reviews 
has led agencies such as the Defense De¬ 
partment to inadvertently issue interim 
passes to criminals — even rapists and kill¬ 
ers — prompting calls for better and faster 
vetting of people with access to the nation’s 
secrets. 

The pileup, which is governmentwide, 
is causing work delays for federal and pri¬ 
vate intelligence efforts. It takes about 
four months to acquire a clearance to gain 
access to “secret” information on a need- 
to-know basis, and nine to 10 months for 
“top-secret” clearance. 

Efforts to reduce the backlog coincide 
with pressure to tighten the reins on classi¬ 
fied material. In recent years, intelligence 
agencies have suffered some of the worst 
leaks of classified information in U.S. histo¬ 


ry. Still, calls for a faster clearance process 
are getting louder. 

“If we don’t do interim clearances, noth¬ 
ing gets done,” Dan Payne, director of the 
U.S. Defense Security Service, said last 
week at an intelligence conference. 

Yet Payne described handing out interim 
clearances as risky business. On the basis 
of partial background checks, people are 
being given access to secret and top-secret 
information sometimes for long periods of 
time, he said. 

“I’ve got murderers who have access to 
classified information,” he said. “I have 
rapists. I have pedophiles. I have people in¬ 
volved in child porn. I have all these things 
at the interim clearance level and I’m pull¬ 
ing their clearances on a weekly basis.” 

“We are giving those people access to 
classified information with only the mini¬ 
mum amount of investigation. This is why 
we have to fix this process. This is why we 
have to drive these timelines down.” 


Payne didn’t say how many criminals 
his agency has discovered, if their offenses 
were new or old or if any of them had mis¬ 
handled classified material. Efforts to reach 
him for this story were unsuccessful. 

Ninety-five percent of all background in¬ 
vestigations are conducted by the National 
Background Investigations Bureau, which 
does some of the work itself and contracts 
the rest to private firms. 

The backlog grew significantly after the 
government stopped doing business with 
a contractor that suffered a data breach in 
2014. That depleted the government’s ca¬ 
pacity to do investigations by 60 percent, 
said Charles Phalen, director of the inves¬ 
tigations bureau. 

Hundreds of new investigators have been 
hired since, Phalen said, but the backlog is 
“still way high.” 

Sen. Mark Warner, of Virginia, the Sen¬ 
ate intelligence committee’s top Democrat, 
said an overhaul of the clearance system 


is long overdue, particularly if the govern¬ 
ment hopes to continue to attract top-notch 
workers and recent graduates. 

And Vice Adm. Jan Tighe, deputy chief 
of naval operations for information warfare 
and director of naval intelligence, said the 
backlog is threatening the civilian work¬ 
force’s readiness. 

“We are losing talent to other places,” 
Tighe said. 

“This is one of these processes that have 
been unchanged for decades,” said Maj. 
Gen. Michael Groen, director of intelligence 
for the Marine Corps. “It’s screaming for a 
different way to do business.” 

Intelligence professionals say serious 
changes are needed in the entire system, 
which dates to the late 1940s. That was long 
before the internet, social media, cyberat¬ 
tacks and massive classified disclosures 
like the National Security Agency leak per¬ 
petrated by Edward Snowden. 


West Point passes Annapolis in 
latest U.S. News college rankings 


Suspect 
sentenced 
in killing 
of sisters 

Associated Press 

BEDFORD, Va. — A 60-year- 
old man who pleaded guilty in the 
killing of two young sisters from 
Maryland was sentenced Tuesday 
to 48 years in prison more than 
four decades after the girls van¬ 
ished during a trip to a local shop¬ 
ping mall. 

Lloyd Lee Welch Jr. entered his 
plea in a Virginia court Tuesday 
and was sentenced soon after to 
two 48-year terms to run concur¬ 
rently. The first-degree felony 
murder charges had carried the 
possibility of a death sentence. 
Welch, who is already serving 
a long prison term in Delaware 
for sexually molesting a 10-year- 
old girl, also received a 12-year 
sentence in two unrelated sexual 
assault cases in Prince William 
County in Virginia. 

Welch is accused of snatching 
Sheila Lyon, 12, and Katherine 
Lyon, 10, in March 1975. Authori¬ 
ties believe he burned the girls’ 
bodies on a remote mountain in 



Lathan Goumas, (Lynchburg, Va.) News 
& Daily Advance/AP 


Lloyd Lee Welch Jr. stands 
during a hearing in Bedford 
County Circuit Court on Tuesday 
for the killings of Sheila and 
Katherine Lyon in 1975. 

Bedford County, Va., where his 
family owned land. They were 
never recovered. 

He had been scheduled to go on 
trial Tuesday but his trial request 
was withdrawn last week. 

Cold case detectives began fo¬ 
cusing on Welch in 2013 after they 
noticed a composite sketch that re¬ 
sembled a 1977 mug shot of Welch 
in a burglary near Wheaton Plaza, 
where the Lyons sisters were 
heading when they vanished. 

He was charged in their deaths 
two years ago. 


By Nick Anderson 

The Washington Post 

UCLA moved up to a tie with 
its sister University of California 
campus in Berkeley for bragging 
rights among top public schools. 
New York University cracked the 
top 30 on the national university 
list. And West Point leapfrogged 
Annapolis on the liberal arts col¬ 
lege ranking. 

Those were a few of the take¬ 
aways Tuesday as U.S. News & 
World Report released its new 
college and university rankings, 
an annual sorting exercise that 
draws scrutiny from students, 
parents and alumni but scorn 
from critics who say it’s a point¬ 
less game of prestige. 

Two schools have a lock on No. 

1. Princeton University topped 
the U.S. News national university 
list for the seventh straight year, 
and Williams College led the lib¬ 
eral arts list for the 15th straight 
year. 

Factors in the rankings include 
graduation and retention rates, 
surveys of college officials and 
high school counselors, spending 
on faculty and selectivity in ad- 


Rankings 

The top five U.S. News na¬ 
tional universities are: 

1. Princeton 

2. Harvard 

3. U. of Chicago (tie) 

3. Yale (tie) 

5. Columbia (tie) 

5. MIT (tie) 

5. Stanford (tie) 

The top five U.S. News na¬ 
tional liberal arts colleges are: 

1. Williams 

2. Amherst 

3. Bowdoin (tie) 

3. Swarthmore (tie) 

3. Wellesley (tie) 


missions. Many educators com¬ 
plain that the formula is tilted in 
favor of the wealthiest and most 
exclusive schools, especially pri¬ 
vate ones, and does not adequate¬ 
ly reflect the diversity of students 
served, the quality of teaching or 
the career paths open to alumni 
after graduation. 

The only new school among 


the top 30 national universities is 
NYU, which moved from 36th to a 
tie for 30th with the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

Among national liberal arts 
colleges, the U.S. Military Acade¬ 
my at West Point, which had been 
19th, jumped to 12th. The U.S. 
Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
which had been 12th, fell to 21st. 

That gave Army a fresh talking 
point in its rivalry with Navy. It 
was the first time since 2009-10 
that West Point had led Annapolis 
on the list 

Annapolis took the news in 
stride. 

“Nothing that we do here is 
in pursuit of a ranking,” Cmdr. 
David McKinney, a Naval Acade¬ 
my spokesman, said. “We’re here 
to train midshipmen — morally, 
mentally and physically.” 

But McKinney took note of an 
upcoming date of reckoning be¬ 
tween the academies, a football 
game to be held in Philadelphia. 
“On Dec. 9, we hope that we are 
at least one more point successful 
than they are,” he said. 


Engineer in deadly Amtrak crash wants criminal case tossed 


Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — The engineer in a 
deadly Amtrak derailment was due in court 
for a preliminary hearing to determine if 
he’ll face trial on criminal charges that were 
filed only after a victim’s family intervened 
and a judge overruled city prosecutors. 

Engineer Brandon Bostian’s lawyers 


want the case dismissed. They argued in 
court papers ahead of Tuesday’s hearing 
that the unusual circumstances leading to 
Bostian’s May arrest as the statute of limi¬ 
tations loomed had violated his due process 
rights. 

Judge Marsha Neifield ordered the charg¬ 
es based on a private criminal complaint 
that lawyers for victim Rachel Jacobs’ fam¬ 


ily filed after the Philadelphia district attor¬ 
ney’s office declined to press charges. 

Bostian’s Washington-to-New York train 
tumbled from the tracks in Philadelphia on 
May 12, 2015, after accelerating to 106 mph 
as it entered a 50 mph curve. 

The National Transportation Safety 
Board determined Bostian likely lost his 
bearings because he was distracted by an 


incident with a nearby train. 

The district attorney’s office concluded it 
had “no evidence” he acted with criminal 
intent and insufficient evidence to prove he 
acted with intent or “conscious disregard” 
for the passengers’ safety. 

State prosecutors are now handling the 
criminal case. 
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Park Service plans to thin 
bison herd in Grand Canyon 



Susan Montoya Bryan/AP 


A sign warns motorists of bison at the Grand Canyon National Park 
in northern Arizona. The National Park Service is seeking volunteers 
to kill some of the animals, which are damaging park resources. 


By Felicia Fonseca 

Associated Press 

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. — The Na¬ 
tional Park Service plans to thin a 
herd of bison in the Grand Canyon 
through roundups and by seeking 
volunteers who are physically fit 
and proficient with a gun to kill 
the animals that increasingly are 
damaging park resources. 

Some bison would be shipped 
out of the area and others legally 
hunted in the adjacent forest. 
Within the Grand Canyon, shoot¬ 
ers would be selected through a 
lottery to help bring the number 
of bison roaming the far northern 
reaches of the park to no more than 
200 within three to five years. 

About 600 of the animals now 


live in the region, and biologists 
say the bison numbers could 
hit 1,500 within 10 years if left 
uncontrolled. 

The Grand Canyon is still work¬ 
ing out details of the volunteer 
effort, but it’s taking cues from 
other national parks that have used 
shooters to cut overabundant or 
diseased elk populations. The Park 
Service gave final approval to the 
bison reduction plan this month. 

The Grand Canyon bison are 
descendants of those introduced 
to northern Arizona in the early 
1900s as part of a ranching opera¬ 
tion to crossbreed them with cat¬ 
tle. The state of Arizona now owns 
them and has an annual draw for 
tags on the Kaibab National For¬ 
est. Nearly 1,500 people applied 


for one of 122 tags this year, ac¬ 
cording to the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department. 

The bison have been moving in 
recent years within the Grand Can¬ 
yon boundaries where open hunt¬ 
ing is prohibited. Park officials 
say they’re trampling on vegeta¬ 
tion and spoiling water resources. 
The reduction plan would allow 
volunteers working in a team with 
a Park Service employee to shoot 
bison using nonlead ammunition 
to protect endangered California 
condors that feed on gut piles. 

Grand Canyon is working with 
state wildlife officials and the In¬ 
tertribal Buffalo Council to craft 
guidelines for roundups and vol¬ 
unteer shooters, who would search 
for bison in the open, said Park 


Service spokesman Jeff Olson. 

Much of the work would be done 
on foot in elevations of 8,000 feet 
or higher between October and 
May when the road leading to 
the Grand Canyon’s North Rim 
is closed. Snowmobiles and sleds 
would be used to remove the bison 
meat, and helicopters would be 
used in rare instances, park offi¬ 
cials said. 


Carl Lutch, the terrestrial wild¬ 
life manager for Game and Fish 
in Flagstaff, said some models 
require volunteers to be capable 
of hiking eight miles a day, carry¬ 
ing a 60-pound pack and hitting a 
paper plate 200 yards away five 
times. 

The head and hide of the bison 
would be given to tribes or federal 
and state agencies. 



Noah K. Murray/AP 


New Miss America Cara Mund poses for a photo with other contestants during the Miss America 2018 
pageant Sunday in Atlantic City, N.J. 


New Miss 
America: 

US has role 
on climate 

By Wayne Parry 

Associated Press 

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. — An 
Ivy League graduate headed to 
law school, with eyes on becom¬ 
ing her state’s first female gov¬ 
ernor, Miss North Dakota Cara 
Mund knew the importance of 
answering a question head-on. 

So when judges at the Miss 
America competition asked 
her whether President Donald 
Trump was wrong to withdraw 
the United States from the Paris 
climate accords that seek to rein 
in greenhouse gas emissions, she 
did not hesitate. 

“It’s a bad decision,” she said 
during Sunday night’s nationally 
televised finale. “There is evi¬ 
dence that climate change is ex¬ 
isting, and we need to be at that 
table.” 

That answer helped her win the 
crown as Miss America 2018 at 
Atlantic City’s Boardwalk Hall. 

Meeting with reporters after¬ 
ward, Mund said she wanted first 
and foremost to give a real an¬ 
swer to the question. 

“I wasn’t really afraid if my 
opinion wasn’t the opinion of my 
judges,” she said. 

On Monday, after taking the 
winner’s traditional morning- 


NEW YORK — Some New York 
City foodies say a neighborhood 
pizza festival left them with a bad 
taste in their mouths. 

Prosecutors are looking into 
the New York City Pizza Festival 


after dip in the Atlantic City surf, 
Mund reiterated that the U.S. 
should be part of the talks on 
greenhouse gases, which contrib¬ 
ute to global warming. 

“My onstage question answer 
was just my personal opinion,” 
she told The Associated Press. “I 
think everyone has a right to think 
what they want. But it’s important 
to have a spot at the negotiating 
table. This isn’t necessarily: ‘Does 
climate change exist or not?’ but 
rather the fact that we’re going to 
keep our Earth clean for future 


after attendees fumed they paid 
$75 each to eat cold slivers of 
pizza in a parking lot in Brooklyn 
on Saturday. 

The festival was promoted as a 
celebration of pizza. 

Attendees say on Facebook 
they instead got cold slices of 


generations, and I just think it’s 
really important that we have a 
seat there. To pull out, I think, is 
just really unfortunate.” 

Trump, who once owned the 
now-shuttered Atlantic City casi¬ 
no next door to where Mund spoke 
on Monday, has said the Paris ac¬ 
cord was a bad deal economically 
for the United States. He has also 
called global warming a hoax. 

Mund wants to one day be the 
first woman elected governor of 
North Dakota. She would not say 
if she is registered with any po- 


pizza “smaller than a sample 
size,” served with glasses of 
warm wine. 

WNBC-TV reported Demo¬ 
cratic state Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman is urging at¬ 
tendees to file complaints on his 
website. 


litical party. 

Mund did an internship last 
year with U.S. Sen. John Hoeven, 
R-N.D., who praised her selection 
as Miss America. 

Mund went to high school with 
Philadelphia Eagles quarterback 
Carson Wentz, graduating a year 
after he did. 

She is the first contestant from 
North Dakota to win the Miss 
America crown. She graduated 
from Brown University and will 
enter law school when her time as 
Miss America is over. 


A spokesman says prosecutors 
opened an investigation Monday. 

Festival organizer Ishmael Os- 
ekre said event producer Hangry 
Garden delayed the event. 

The event producer contends it 
was misled by the organizer and 
wasn’t paid. 


Attorneys 
settle in 
monkey 
selfie case 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Monkey 
see. Monkey sue. Monkey settle. 

Attorneys representing a ma¬ 
caque monkey have agreed to 
a compromise in a case where 
they asserted the animal owned 
the copyright to selfie photos it 
had shot with a photographer’s 
camera. 

Under the deal, the photogra¬ 
pher agreed to donate 25 percent 
of any future revenue from the 
images to charities dedicated to 
protecting crested macaques in 
Indonesia, said the lawyers from 
People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals who filed the lawsuit. 

Attorneys for the group and the 
photographer, David Slater, on 
Monday asked the San Francis¬ 
co-based 9th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals to dismiss the case 
and throw out a lower-court deci¬ 
sion that said animals cannot own 
copyrights. 

Andrew J. Dhuey, an attorney 
for Slater, declined to comment 
on how much money the photos 
have generated or whether Slater 
would keep all of the remaining 
75 percent of future revenue. 

“PETA and David Slater agree 
that this case raises important, 
cutting-edge issues about expand¬ 
ing legal rights for non-human 
animals, a goal that they both 
support, and they will continue 
their respective work to achieve 
this goal,” Slater and PETA said 
in a joint statement. 

PETA sued on behalf of the 
monkey in 2015, seeking financial 
control of the photographs for the 
benefit of the monkey named Na- 
ruto. Lawyers for Slater argued 
that his company, Wildlife Per¬ 
sonalities Ltd., owns worldwide 
commercial rights to the photos. 


NY to probe festival after complaints about cold pizza, warm wine 

Associated Press 
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Rights group says 
Saudi-led strikes in 
Yemen kill children 


Associated Press 

CAIRO — The Saudi-led co¬ 
alition waging an air campaign 
against Yemen’s Houthi rebels 
in the north is killing children in 
what amounts to war crimes, an 
international rights group said 
Tuesday. 

Human Rights Watch released 
a detailed report documenting the 
deaths of 26 children killed in five 
airstrikes since June. The group 
said that despite coalition prom¬ 
ises to abide by international law, 
the airstrikes have failed to do 
that. It urged the United Nations 
to place the coalition on its “list 
of shame,” a blacklist of countries 
that violate child rights. 

HRW also called for an interna¬ 
tional investigation into possible 
war crimes. 

“Saudi Arabia pledged to mini¬ 
mize civilian harm, yet coalition 
airstrikes are still wiping out en¬ 
tire families,” said Sarah Leah 
Whitson, Middle East director of 
the New York-based group. “Ye¬ 
meni civilians should not be asked 
to wait any longer for (United 
Nations) Human Rights Council 
members, including Saudi allies 
the U.S. and U.K., to support a 
credible international inquiry.” 

In most of its internal investiga¬ 
tions, the coalition either admits 
making mistakes due to technical 


errors or bad intelligence or denies 
responsibility. No international in¬ 
vestigation has taken place despite 
repeated calls from rights groups. 

Meanwhile, the United States 
and Western countries have con¬ 
tinued to support the coalition 
with intelligence, logistics and bil- 
lion-dollar arms deals. 

The conflict in Yemen pits Shi¬ 
ite Houthi rebels and allied forces 
of the ousted Yemeni president 
against the internationally rec¬ 
ognized government and its main 
backers, the Saudi-led coalition. 

Airstrikes the past two years 
have targeted civilian gatherings 
at weddings, funerals, hospitals, 
markets and houses. More than 
10,000 people have been killed 
and 3 million others displaced as 
the conflict, coupled with a naval 
and an air blockade, has pushed 
Yemen to the brink of famine. 

The U.N.’s annual report on chil¬ 
dren and armed conflict showed 
that 785 children were killed and 
more than 1,000 others wounded 
in Yemen in 2015, with 60 percent 
of the casualties caused by coali¬ 
tion airstrikes. 

Peace talks have failed to bridge 
the gap between warring parties 
while alliances on both sides ap¬ 
peared to be unraveling, threaten¬ 
ing to prolong the conflict. 



Santi Palacios/AP 


A woman enters a Barcelona metro station Monday wrapped in an 
“estelada,” or independence flag, during Catalan National Day in 
Barcelona, Spain. 

Spanish court deals a new blow 
to Catalonia’s independence vote 


Associated Press 

MADRID — Spanish media 
are reporting that the country’s 
top court has preventively sus¬ 
pended the law that was meant to 
become Catalonia’s transitional 
constitution if the northeastern 
region declares itself a separate 
nation. 

The country’s Constitutional 
Court already has suspended the 
law and decree calling for a refer¬ 
endum on secession while it con¬ 
siders the Spanish government’s 
claim that it is unconstitutional. 


Catalan leaders say they will 
go ahead with the Oct. 1 ballot 
anyway. 

The state prosecutor’s office 
said the chiefs of the three judi¬ 
cial police forces in Catalonia, 
including the regional Mossos 
police force, were being briefed 
Tuesday on their legal obligation 
to stop any actions toward hold¬ 
ing a referendum. 

On Monday, hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of Catalans marked their 
national holiday by supporting 
the right to vote and become 
independent. 



Saiful Kallol/AP 

Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, center, meets with Rohingya Muslims at the Kutupalong 
refugee camp near the border town of Ukhia, Bangladesh, on Tuesday. 


Bangladeshi PM demands Myanmar 
allow Rohingya Muslims to return 


By Al-Emrun Garjon 
and Tofayel Ahmed 

Associated Press 

UKHIYA, Bangladesh — The 
Bangladeshi prime minister de¬ 
manded Tuesday that Myanmar 
allow the return of hundreds 
of thousands of Rohingya Mus¬ 
lims who fled recent violence 
in the Buddhist-majority nation 
— a crisis that she said left her 
speechless. 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
said Bangladesh would offer the 
refugees temporary shelter and 
aid, but that Myanmar should soon 
“take their nationals back.” 

“We will not tolerate injustice,” 
she said at a rally at the Kutu¬ 
palong refugee camp near the 
border town of Ukhiya, in the 
Cox’s Bazar district. 

On Monday night, she lam¬ 
basted Myanmar for “atroci¬ 
ties” that she said had reached a 
level beyond description, telling 
lawmakers she had “no words to 


condemn Myanmar.” 

At least 370,000 Rohingya have 
flooded into Bangladesh since Aug. 
25, when Rohingya insurgents at¬ 
tacked police posts, prompting 
Myanmar’s military to retaliate 
with what it called “clearance op¬ 
erations” to root out the rebels. 

The crisis has drawn sharp crit¬ 
icism from around the world. On 
Tuesday, Iran’s supreme leader 
called the killing of Muslims a po¬ 
litical disaster for Myanmar. Aya¬ 
tollah Ah Khamenei also called 
Myanmar’s leader, Aung San 
Suu Kyi, a “brutal woman” and 
urged other Muslim countries to 
“increase political, economic and 
commercial pressures” on the 
country to stop the violence. 

The U.N. human rights chief 
said Myanmar’s ethnic Rohingya 
minority was facing what “seems 
a textbook example of ethnic 
cleansing.” U.N. rights investiga¬ 
tors have been barred from enter¬ 
ing the country. 

“The Myanmar government 


should stop pretending that the 
Rohingya are setting fire to their 
own homes and laying waste to 
their own villages,” Zeid Ra’ad al- 
Hussein said Monday in Geneva, 
calling it a “complete denial of 
reality.” 

Meanwhile, a Rohingya villager 
in Myanmar said security forces 
had arrived Monday in the village 
of Pa Din, firing guns, setting new 
fires to homes and forcing hun¬ 
dreds of Rohingya to flee. 

“People were scared and run¬ 
ning out of the village,” he said, 
speaking on condition of anonym¬ 
ity out of fear for his safety. 

Myanmar police disputed that, 
saying the houses were burned by 
terrorists they called “Bengalis.” 
That term is used derisively by 
many in Myanmar to describe the 
Rohingya, who they say migrated 
illegally from neighboring Ban¬ 
gladesh, though many Rohingya 
families have lived in Myanmar 
for generations. 


Protesters in France oppose labor law changes 


By Angela Charlton 

Associated Press 

PARIS — Eiffel Tower em¬ 
ployees planned a walkout, angry 
carnival workers snarled traffic 
around Paris’ Arc de Triomphe, 
and Paris police girded for poten¬ 
tial violence as unions and others 
held nationwide protests Tuesday 
against changes to labor laws they 
fear corrode job security. 

The protests are the first big 
public display of discontent with 
President Emmanuel Macron’s 
presidency, which kicked off in 
May amid enthusiasm over his 
promises of revving up the French 
economy but is now foundering 
amid anger over the labor decrees 
and other domestic troubles. 

The prominent CGT union led 
Tuesday’s protests, calling for 
strikes and organizing some 180 
demonstrations against last labor 


decrees unveiled last month by 
Macron’s government. 

At the Eiffel Tower, CGT union 
representative Denis Vavassori 
told The Associated Press that 
workers planned a walkout Tues¬ 
day afternoon, but it was unclear 
whether the monument was forced 
to close or if it stayed partially 
open for tourists. 

Horn-tooting funfair workers 
held a separate protest movement 
Tuesday against legal changes 
they say favor big corporations 
and could wipe out their centu¬ 
ries-old industry. 

Dozens of big rigs drove at a 
snail’s pace around the Arc de 
Triomphe, causing rush-hour 
traffic snarls as protesters danced 
and waved flags on a flatbed truck 
with a severed plastic head from a 
funfair ride. 

The workers said they timed 
their protest to coincide with 
Tuesday’s broader labor demon¬ 


strations since both movements 
are about workers fearing their 
jobs are at threat. 

Bumper car worker Sam Fre- 
chon said: “Everybody likes fun¬ 
fairs. Everybody has been to a 
funfair one time in his fife.... Fun¬ 
fair is France.” 

Meanwhile, thousands of union 
activists marched Tuesday morn¬ 
ing in the Mediterranean city of 
Marseille, in Le Havre on the Eng¬ 
lish Channel and in other cities. 

An afternoon march was 
planned in Paris, where police 
announced extra deployments. 
While union marches are usually 
peaceful, troublemakers on the 
margins often clash with police. A 
broad movement against similar 
labor reforms last year saw sev¬ 
eral weeks of scattered violence. 

The protests come amid anger 
at a comment last week by Macron 
suggesting that opponents of labor 
reform are “lazy.” 
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OPINION 

What Trump’s turn toward Dems could bring 


By Andrew Malcolm 

Special to McClatchy 

M any people profess shock that 
Donald Trump, formerly a 
registered Democrat and big- 
time donor to the party, would 
suddenly turn on the Republicans’ feckless 
leadership and do a stunning legislative 
package deal with old pals among congres¬ 
sional Democrats. 

It’s almost as if Trump was so disap¬ 
pointed with the ineffectiveness of Speaker 
Paul Ryan, Sen. Mitch McConnell and their 
feuding factions passively aggressively 
failing to push the president’s agenda. So, 
Trump decided to send a message — to 
them and to all the voters who bought into 
his campaign denunciations of both party 
establishments and the way Washington 
does — and doesn’t — do business. 

No one should be surprised that the up¬ 
start New York wheeler-dealer, who chose 
the GOP as a flag of political convenience 
and overrode 16 other competitors and its 
establishment’s concerted opposition, is a 
pragmatist and not really conservative. 

Neither is the GOP’s leadership, truth 
be told. The only thing conservative about 
Trump is his limited choice of neckties 
— red or light blue every single day. 

Everything else is the art of the deal. 
Someone should write a book with that 
title. 

And, you know, at this point in the po¬ 
litical morass of Washington’s dysfunction, 
that’s not necessarily bad. It’s unpredict¬ 
able. It’s disruptive. It’s no doubt tripled 
D.C. sales of Turns and Pepcid. 

But as millions on the outside look at how 
well Washington and its wealthy Beltway 
counties have consistently taken care of 
themselves first, a decisive dose of distress 
seems like maybe just what the billionaire 
populist should order. 


The deal opens wide the 
September legislative 
calendar. 


Now, whether that gets anything con¬ 
structive done domestically in the long run 
is another question. For now, it’s produced 
the most compelling national political sto¬ 
ries in recent memory, a golden gift to the 
media that Trump the protagonist loves 
and hates. 

Sure, much of the action is about Trump. 
No one with an undersized ego becomes 
president, although Jimmy Carter came 
close. Every president is nourished by 
attention. 

And let’s be honest, no normal person 
does one tedious major fundraiser on av¬ 
erage every single week for eight straight 
years, as President Barack Obama did. It 
didn’t work. Obama’s party lost both hous¬ 
es of Congress, about 1,000 state legisla¬ 
tive seats and then the Oval Office. But the 
Chicagoan got the satisfaction of people 
forking over $30,000 each just to eat in his 
presidential presence. 

At a White House meeting of both par¬ 
ties’ congressional leaders last week, 
Trump blindsided Ryan and McConnell by 
suddenly agreeing to Sen. Chuck Schum- 
er’s plan to avoid a government shutdown, 
raise the debt limit for just three months 
and approve Hurricane Harvey aid, a plan 
GOP leaders had labeled ridiculous. 

So, for Trump, there’s no such thing as 
forever friends — or enemies. He touted 
the arrangement as bipartisan, saying 
there are many things both parties can 
work on together. “The people of the U.S. 
want to see a coming together,” he said. 

“I think we’ll have a different relation¬ 
ship than we’ve been watching over the 


last number of years,” Trump added. “I 
hope so. I think that’s a great thing for our 
country. And I think that’s what the people 
of the United States want to see. They want 
to see some dialogue.” 

Democrats were understandably glee¬ 
ful because it gives them renewed lever¬ 
age come December, possibly to cancel or 
postpone the end of Obama’s unconstitu¬ 
tional so-called Dreamers program. 

Predictably, the conservative Freedom 
Caucus threatened to sabotage the plans 
for lack of new spending restraints. 

But here’s what the deal also does: It 
opens wide the September legislative cal¬ 
endar. That could possibly allow momen¬ 
tum to build on tax reform. And it could 
mean another last-ditch Obamacare re¬ 
peal with a block-grant proposal by Sens. 
Bill Cassidy and Lindsey Graham and en¬ 
dorsed by Sen. John McCain, whose nay 
vote killed the last repeal bid. 

Trump also began to discuss with 
Schumer eliminating the debt-ceiling rule 
altogether. This would erase one of those 
inexplicable holy Washington fights over 
what else to attach to it, the kind of useless 
struggle that convulses Washington pols 
regularly to no productive end. 

All kinds of things can and may well go 
wrong now or at year’s end. 

But it is at least conceivable now that 
Trump’s shocking deal with Democrats 
could smooth Harvey aid, postpone or 
avert the shutdown threat, commence a 
welcome bipartisan dialogue and help pro¬ 
duce Trump’s coveted Obamacare repeal 
so often promised yet never delivered by 
legislators. 

Not a bad outcome for an impulsive po¬ 
litical rookie that so few of the pros were 
taking seriously. 

Andrew Malcolm is an author and veteran 
national and foreign correspondent covering 
politics since the 1960s. 


The deadliest period of a hurricane? After it’s over. 


By Rebecca Renner 
Special To The Washington Post 

W arnings of Hurricane Irma’s 
power blasted over cable and 
local news in Florida last 
week. The images during the 
storm — of palm trees cruelly bent, flood¬ 
ed streets and staggering waves — were 
inescapable. But as residents boarded their 
windows, raided supermarket shelves and 
prepared to take shelter, few talked about 
the hurricane’s true danger: its aftermath. 

From 2000 to 2014, Atlantic hurricanes, 
tropical storms and tropical depressions 
have killed 1,853 people in the United 
States, according to Edward Rappaport, 
acting director of the National Hurricane 
Center. (That number would increase sig¬ 
nificantly if deaths discovered after Ka¬ 
trina but of uncertain association with the 
hurricane were included.) More than half 
of those deaths were caused not by wind, 
water or falling debris, but by “indirect” 
factors, including fatalities during cleanup. 
Direct deaths, as defined by the National 
Weather Service, result from a product of 
the storm such as flooding, rip currents 
or the storm surge, and they tend to draw 
the big headlines during storm coverage. 
Far more numerous, though, are the indi¬ 
rect deaths not caused by meteorological 
events. 

For the 10 deadliest hurricanes since 
2000 (Katrina, Sandy, Rita, Ike, Frances, 
Irene, Isabel, Ivan, Charley and Gustav), 
indirect deaths outnumbered direct deaths 
for 7 of 10 storms. Indirect deaths predom¬ 
inated overall, increasing in prevalence to 
account for 65 percent of all storm fatali¬ 
ties once wind speed at landfall exceeded 


90 knots, which researchers say has to do 
with the impact on the power grid. A num¬ 
ber of deaths occur well after the rain has 
stopped; debris cleanup accounted for a 
quarter of the 201 fatalities reported in 
Florida during 2004-05, the last time the 
state had such an active hurricane season, 
according to an analysis by the Sun Sen¬ 
tinel. Floridians fell off roofs, ladders and 
trees while trying to clean up after the 
storm; several suffered heart attacks from 
the exertion or had accidents while operat¬ 
ing machinery. 

Many more fatalities happened when 
victims chose to leave safe shelter after 
the storm. Of the 964 deaths indirectly 
caused by the top 10 deadliest hurricanes 
since 2000, 27 were from electrocution, in¬ 
stances similar to a Houston man’s being 
killed by a live electrical line when he 
tried to wade through Harvey floodwaters 
to save his sister’s trapped cat. Another 32 
deaths involved trees. A tree trimmer in 
Ormond Beach, Fla., helping with the Hur¬ 
ricane Matthew cleanup died when a mas¬ 
sive log rolled on top of him. Fifty-six of 
these deaths were car accidents, including 
an Orlando, Fla., man who perished at an 
intersection where the traffic signals lost 
power after Hurricane Charley. Others 
died from open flames (20) and falls (31) 
in unlit stairwells or from ladders or roofs. 

Different storms present different 
hazards. Hurricane Sandy resulted in a 
significant number of carbon monoxide 
poisonings from combustion generators 
kept in enclosed spaces (15 of the 82 indi¬ 
rect deaths during Sandy). Cardiovascular 
ailments were significant during Katrina, 
claiming 318 lives. Heart attack deaths 
are common during the stress and physi¬ 


cal exertion a storm brings — bailing out 
flooded homes, clearing debris, securing 
boats, dealing with exposure to heat. 

Although the National Weather Ser¬ 
vice classifies drowning deaths as direct 
fatalities, the recent events in Houston 
have shown that these can occur after the 
storm, as well. During and after Hurricane 
Matthew in 2016, 78 percent of the people 
who drowned as a direct result of Hurri¬ 
cane Matthew died in their cars, meaning 
they left the safety of their homes despite 
advice to stay put. 

There’s an obvious commonality for 
nearly all these deaths: The victim was 
outside. Local governments often mandate 
curfews to keep residents off the streets 
during certain times of day or night, osten¬ 
sibly to prevent crime. While the effects of 
curfews in preventing fatalities have not 
been studied, the numbers make a strong 
case that they could save lives. Adherence 
to a strict curfew would have prevented the 
18 vehicle-related drownings from Hur¬ 
ricane Matthew. Perhaps a strict curfew 
could have prevented the five preparation- 
and repair-related injuries and the two 
electrocutions, as well. 

In all, that would account for more than 
half the 43 deaths associated with Mat¬ 
thew. Three of four who died in Volusia 
County, Fla., after Matthew were outside, 
one during curfew and two after curfew 
had been lifted. Although implementing or 
extending curfews, even for several days, 
could save lives, Floridians won’t be safe 
unless they heed warnings to stay inside 
even after the weather appears calm. 

Rebecca Renner is a freelance journalist and high 
school English teacher in New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
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OPINION _ 

Francis mixes his messages in Latin America 



Ricardo Mazalan/AP 


Pope Francis blesses young dancers who give him saplings during a prayer meeting 
for reconciliation at Las Malocas Park in Villavicencio, Colombia, on Friday. 


By Mac Margolis 

Bloomberg View 

W ith all its pageantry and scale, 
a papal visit is never just a 
Roman Catholic affair. Not 
least for Pope Francis, the 
politically adroit pontiff who has used his 
global pulpit to broadcast all manner of 
messages, and not always to his audiences’ 
delight. 

It was no different in Colombia, where 
even as Francis was enthusiastically wel¬ 
comed for a five-day visit last week, his en¬ 
comiums to tolerance and forgiveness fell 
on a divided country. Colombia, after all, 
is still roiled over last year’s peace agree¬ 
ment with the Revolutionary Armed Forc¬ 
es of Colombia, the insurgents who waged 
the longest war in the western hemisphere, 
which took more than 220,000 lives and 
displaced millions. Former President Al¬ 
varo Uribe called that agreement a “sur¬ 
render” and slammed the government’s 
recent cease-fire with another rebel band, 
the ELN. 

And so it has often been when Francis 
has landed in his native Latin America, 
home to Roman Catholicism’s largest and 
perhaps most politically demanding flock. 
Given the delicate path he has to walk, the 
politics of Francis’ homilies in his home re¬ 
gion can sometimes be hard to parse. 

True, in some of his travels, Francis has 
taken forthright and unequivocal stands 
against injustice and human misery. In 
Bolivia he made time to visit the country’s 
worst prison; in Mexico, he decried cor¬ 
ruption as he stood beside Mexican Presi¬ 
dent Enrique Pena Nieto; in the U.S., he 
pointedly championed it as a haven for 
immigrants. 

Yet Pope Francis’ sometimes nuanced 
take on Latin America’s raging controver¬ 
sies and crises has also often frustrated the 
region’s rebels even as he has raised their 


expectations. The pope fostered Cuba’s 
rapprochement with the U.S. and celebrat¬ 
ed Mass in Havana in 2015. However, his 
failure to speak up against human rights 
abuses, or even meet with dissidents under 
Raul Castro’s regime, was a letdown to the 
island’s muzzled democrats. 

Likewise, Francis’ may have been one 
of the early voices for a nonviolent solution 
to Venezuela’s political crisis, and he took 
time during his Colombia trip to meet with 
a delegation of Venezuelan bishops over 
that country’s gathering social emergency. 
However, the Vatican’s appeals to negotia¬ 
tion and its avoidance of any outright criti¬ 
cism of the authoritarian methods of the 
government of Nicolas Maduro rang hol¬ 
low to the country’s suffocated opposition. 


Popes don’t normally stump for partisan 
causes or turn a homily into a harangue, 
of course. “It’s much easier for a spiritu¬ 
al leader like Francis to take a Christian 
stand on peace than to take a political 
leader to task,” historian Robert Karl, a 
Colombia scholar at Princeton University, 
told me. Indeed, within the tradition-laden 
confines of his mission, Francis has done a 
great deal to bring the symbolic weight of 
his pastoral office to bear on some of the 
most urgent questions of his time. 

As anodyne it may sound, calling for 
Colombians to drop their quarrels in the 
midst of an uncertain peace and forgive 
their transgressors — whose recently re¬ 
vealed illicit fortunes are an added affront 
— is as daring a statement as it is a political 


gamble. Consider the 1.3 million worship¬ 
ers Francis drew for his parting mass in 
Medellin, the former stronghold of Pablo 
Escobar, Colombia’s most powerful drug 
lord. A pope’s blessings may not be enough 
to mollify a polarized Colombia, nor sweep 
former Colombian chief peace negotiator 
and presidential hopeful Humberto de la 
Calle into office next year. But the pope’s 
pitch is difficult to miss. 

Francis’s Latin American pilgrimages— 
six countries visited in 29 months — show 
he is not just politically astute “but a politi¬ 
cal animal himself,” in the words of Argen¬ 
tina historian Federico Finchelstein, of the 
New School for Social Research. Even his 
recent admission that as a younger Jesuit 
cleric he had undergone psychoanalysis in 
the care of a Jewish therapist seems craft¬ 
ed for public consumption. 

“Whenever Francis speaks he is stak¬ 
ing out a position,” said Finchelstein. “He’s 
saying he’s an ecumenical thinker and a 
modernizer, who from the beginning has 
made a point of taking on some of the old 
ways in the Vatican and church.” 

Witness his pronouncement near the end 
of his trip granting local bishops more au¬ 
thority to translate the liturgy as they see 
fit; that’s a crucial pivot from the positions 
taken by several of his more backward¬ 
looking predecessors, and a potentially 
strategic play for Rome as it competes 
for souls with more lively and aggressive 
Christian evangelical orders. 

Francis’ attitudes toward secular poli¬ 
tics may sometimes lack clarity — what’s 
a priest without an enigma, after all? And 
yet the forward-looking path on which he 
intends to shepherd his flock isn’t hard to 
divine. 

Mac Margolis writes about Latin America for 
Bloomberg View. He was a reporter for Newsweek 
and is the author of “The Last New World: The 
Conquest of the Amazon Frontier.” 


US Senate sits idle during ISIS’ reign of terror in Iraq 


As a country, we have a special responsibility to care 
about the untold suffering in the Middle East. 


By Kenneth W. Starr 

Special to The Washington Post 

I n the wake of Islamic State’s genocidal 
practices in Iraq, the plight of religious 
minorities on the plain of Nineveh 
continues unabated. But instead of 
sitting on its hands or issuing well-mean¬ 
ing but toothless resolutions, Congress is 
now only one step away from providing re¬ 
lief to hundreds of thousands of displaced 
people — including Christians, Yazidis and 
Muslims — in war-torn Iraq. All that re¬ 
mains is for the Senate to act on H.R. 390, 
the Iraq and Syria Genocide Emergency 
Relief and Accountability Act, which was 
sponsored by Rep. Christopher H. Smith, 
R-N.J., and Anna G. Eshoo, D-Calif., and 
passed the House of Representatives 
unanimously on June 6. Unanimity in the 
People’s House shows that our government 
can work effectively in support of worthy 
and humane causes. The time has now 
come for the world’s greatest deliberative 
body to act. 

The tragic facts of unspeakable cruelty 
in northern Iraq are well known. A little 
over a decade ago, as many as 1.4 million 
Christians made their homes there, like 
generations before them. Through ISIS’ 
murderous assaults that the European 
Parliament and more than 200 members of 
Congress have rightly condemned as geno¬ 
cide, the would-be rulers of the caliphate 
have left only a small remnant of religious 
and ethnic minorities — approximately 


140,000 in Irbil and 50,000 more dispersed 
throughout the country. As many as 6,000 
Christian refugees live precariously in 
repurposed shipping containers in Anka- 
wa. An estimated 3,000 Yazidi women and 
girls are still enslaved by ISIS. In addition, 
in its path of destruction, ISIS demolished 
historical sites and monuments, including 
the 1,400-year-old St. Elijah monastery 
outside Mosul. 

For many months, the U.S. government 
has been idle in the face of this historic 
crisis. Except for limited emergency fund¬ 
ing from the government of Hungary, of 
all places, humanitarian relief has come 
almost entirely from private charities in 
the United States and around the world. 
Indeed, the Chaldean Catholic Archdio¬ 
cese of Irbil has provided virtually all of 
the shelter, food, medical care and educa¬ 
tion to more than 80,000 Christians who 
escaped ISIS’ clutches. The archdiocese 
has also provided humanitarian assistance 
to displaced Muslims and Yazidis. 

As passed unanimously by the House in 
June, H.R. 390 directs the State Depart¬ 
ment to use already appropriated funds to 
provide assistance to minority ethnic and 
faith communities targeted by ISIS for 
atrocities. To be clear, this is allocation of 


existing funds that Congress has already 
set aside for exactly this kind of humani¬ 
tarian need, not the appropriation of new 
funds. 

The measure also seeks to bring jus¬ 
tice to the plain of Nineveh in the wake of 
ISIS’ reign of terror, by directing the State 
Department to support criminal investi¬ 
gations and judicial actions against indi¬ 
viduals suspected of committing genocide, 
crimes against humanity or war crimes. 
H.R. 390 further directs the secretary of 
state to encourage other countries to add 
identifying information about suspected 
perpetrators of these categories of crimes 
to their databases and security screen¬ 
ing. In a similar vein, the measure directs 
the Justice Department to review exist¬ 
ing federal statutes concerning these un¬ 
speakable crimes to determine the extent 
to which U.S. courts have jurisdiction over 
such crimes. 

To date, none of the Senate’s 100 mem¬ 
bers has expressed the slightest reserva¬ 
tion or concern about this entirely salutary 
measure. To pass the House without a sin¬ 
gle “nay” vote provides eloquent testimony 
to the indisputable merits of this worthy 
measure. But for whatever reason, since 
the House’s unanimous action in early 


June, the Senate Foreign Relations Com¬ 
mittee has allowed three months to pass 
without acting on or seeking to move H.R. 
390 forward. That’s wasted time when pre¬ 
cious lives could have been spared. 

As we have seen recently in my home 
state of Texas, the American people re¬ 
spond generously to natural disasters that 
force our fellow citizens and residents out 
of their homes. They open their own homes, 
their wallets and their hearts to help their 
displaced and suffering brothers and sis¬ 
ters, regardless of race or ethnicity. 

As a country, we have a special responsi¬ 
bility to care about the untold suffering in 
the Middle East. For better or worse, the 
United States has had boots on the ground, 
and in force, in that troubled part of the 
world for well over a decade. 

The reasons for ISIS’ takeover of large 
swaths of Iraq — as well as Syria — will be 
debated endlessly in the months and years 
to come. But that debate can and should pro¬ 
ceed without in any way standing in the way 
of embracing a common-sense response to 
the profound human suffering that con¬ 
tinues to plague tens of thousands of inno¬ 
cent civilians. All that is needed is for the 
Foreign Relations Committee to approve a 
universally supported measure that admi¬ 
rably reflects the fundamental decency and 
humanity of the American people. 

Kenneth W. Starr, a former U.S. solicitor general 
and federal judge, served as independent counsel 
in the Whitewater and Monica Lewinsky 
investigations during the Clinton administration. 
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THE CENSUS 


$11K 


The approximate amount a former Mississippi restaurant owner has been accused of embezzling from an 
ex-employee. The Clarion-Ledger, of Jackson, Miss., reported that Patrick Kelly, owner of the defunct Mint 
and Julep restaurants, was indicted for embezzling child support money from Charles Wiggins. Wiggins had 
his wages garnished by the Mississippi Department of Human Services to make his monthly child support 
payments from 2013 to 2015. According to court documents, Kelly deducted nearly $13,000 from Wig¬ 
gins’ salary but sent only $2,000 to the MDHS and pocketed the rest. Earlier this year, a judge ordered a $100,000 punitive fine against 
Kelly and ordered him to repay the stolen funds. Kelly is appealing the ruling. 





Dino Hazell/AP 


Bikers in the buff 


Artist Nicole Tossas paints a slogan on the back of a bicyclist before the annual Philly Naked Bike Ride in Philadelphia on Saturday. About 
3,000 riders in various states of undress pedaled a 10-mile course, taking in sights including Independence Hall and the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, where Sylvester Stallone sprinted up the steps while training as Rocky. The ride was to protest dependence on fossil fuels, 
advocate for the safety of cyclists and promote positive body image. 


Body found in golf 
course pond identified 

CORAOPOLIS — Au- 
thorities have identified 
the body of a man found in a golf 
course pond at a country club in 
western Pennsylvania, and they 
say his death may be related to a 
crash reported earlier that dam¬ 
aged a utility pole. 

Officials said Roy Sanders, 50, 
of Coraopolis, had been reported 
missing a day before his body was 
found Friday by a groundskeeper 
at Montour Heights Country Club 
in Allegheny County. 

Moon Township police said a 
car also found in the pond matched 
parts found near a crash reported 
Sept. 5 near a church that dam¬ 
aged a utility pole. Sanders was 
last seen Sept. 4. 

Capt. Gregory Seamon said 
investigators believe the car 
went into the church parking lot, 
through the woods and into the 
pond. 

Residents shamed for 
unkempt yards get help 

f\LM NILES — An Ohio 
couple has stepped 
forward to help families shamed 
online for their unkempt yards. 

The Warren Tribune Chronicle 
reported that Adam Jenyk and his 
wife, Chaelsie Adkins, saw an op¬ 
portunity to help their neighbors 
in Niles after viewing hurtful 
posts on community pages. Vol¬ 
unteers have joined the couple’s 
small-town mission. 

Adkins cautioned cyberbullies 
who are unaware of the personal 
lives of people they try to shame. 
She said she and her husband 
have helped a disabled veteran, a 
stroke victim and a family caring 
for a special-needs child. 

Man accused of setting 
pregnant woman on fire 

CAPITOL HEIGHTS 
It I — A man arrested 
after a pregnant woman was set 
on fire in her Maryland apart¬ 
ment has been charged with 
arson and attempted murder. 

Prince George’s County police 
said Laquinn Phillips, 34, was 
charged Friday. Police said Phil¬ 
lips and the victim had been in a 
romantic relationship. 

Both the woman and the baby, 
who was delivered early, are in 
critical condition. Police said the 
woman had suffered burns across 
large portions of her body. 

Suspect drowns in river 
while fleeing officers 

AA RANCHO CORDOVA 
— Authorities said an 
auto theft suspect drowned in a 
Northern California river while 
trying to flee from police officers. 

The Sacramento County Sher¬ 
iffs Department said the chase 
began Saturday morning when 
Rancho Cordova police officers 
tried to pull over a reported sto¬ 
len car and two men inside the 
vehicle refused to stop. 

The driver led officers on a 
high-speed chase to an access 
way to American River, where he 
ran into the riverside park. The 
passenger stayed in the car and 
was detained. 


Authorities said the officers 
saw the suspect trying to swim 
across the river and appeared to 
struggle in the frigid water. The 
officers requested a rescue boat 
and lost sight of the man. He was 
unconscious by the time rescuers 
pulled him from the water. 

Man claims to have 
shot trooper, is charged 

NY CONSTANTIA — Au- 
ll I thorities said a central 
New York man was joking when 
he showed up at a neighbor’s 
house with handcuffs attached to 
his wrist and claimed to have just 
shot a state trooper. 

The neighbor fell for the joke 
and called 911. Now, Leonard 
Graumenz, 59, faces charges of 
reckless endangerment and false¬ 
ly reporting a crime. 

Police said the incident occurred 
Saturday when Graumenz, of Con- 
stantia, attached handcuffs to one 
of his wrists and told his neighbor 
he had crashed his truck and shot 
a trooper trying to arrest him. Po¬ 
lice determined Graumenz had 
made the story up. 


Suit: Police publicized 
arrest as retaliation 

CT MERIDEN — A lawsuit 
filed against the city of 
Meriden and police officials al¬ 
leges the department publicized 
the arrest of a critic’s son as 
retaliation. 

The Record-Journal reported 
that Christopher Dingwell Sr. filed 
the lawsuit last month. 

He says he obtained an email 
from the police union president to 
the police chief requesting a news 
release be issued about the March 
2016 arrest of his son, Christopher 
Dingwell Jr. 

The email says the younger 
Dingwell was charged with throw¬ 
ing a facsimile gun out of a car 
during a traffic stop, but “more 
importantly,” his father is among 
the department’s “most outspoken 
critics.” 

Police arrest resident in 
shooting of man walking 

■ A TERRYTOWN — A 
Louisiana man was ar¬ 
rested after authorities say he 


shot another man who he believed 
was taking photos of his home. 

News outlets reported that 
Shawn Henderson, 47, called 911 
on Saturday when a neighbor said 
a man had been taking photos of 
his house. Henderson then took 
his gun and got in his truck to 
look for the man. 

Jefferson Parish Interim Sher¬ 
iff Joseph Lopinto said Henderson 
confronted the man and a strug¬ 
gled ensued. Henderson fired his 
gun twice, with one shot going 
through the man’s right leg. 

Lopinto said the man had been 
walking through the neighbor¬ 
hood and was not taking pictures. 
He is in stable condition at a 
hospital. 

Henderson was charged with 
one count of aggravated battery. 

Bobcat escapes at zoo, 
disrupts beer festival 

DA NORTH WHITEHALL 
TOWNSHIP — Visitors 
to a Pennsylvania zoo and its beer 
festival took refuge in buildings 
after a bobcat escaped from its 
enclosure. 

Shiska, an 18-year-old female 


bobcat at the Lehigh Valley Zoo, 
escaped Saturday through a hole 
she made between a fence and a 
tree. 

Zoo President and CEO Melissa 
Borland told WFMZ-TV that the 
bobcat got 25 to 50 feet from its 
enclosure before being captured 
by handlers about an hour later. 
No injuries were reported. 

Motorcyclist killed by 
truck after hitting deer 

X Kl CHURCH HILL — A 

I ll motorcyclist died after 
police say he was knocked off 
his bike when a deer ran in front 
of him and then struck by a 
tractor-trailer. 

The Kingsport Times-News re¬ 
ported that Jeremy Clark, 35, was 
killed in the accident about 7:30 
a.m. Monday. 

The Tennessee Highway Patrol 
said witnesses saw the deer run 
out in front of the motorcycle and 
knock Clark off the bike. Clark 
fell into the path of the rear por¬ 
tion of an 18-wheeler. The driver 
of the truck was not injured. 

From wire reports 
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Action-hero 
days are over, 
says Neeson 

By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

Special set of skills or not, Liam 
Neeson says he’s finished making 
thrillers. 

In an interview, 

Neeson said that 
he plans to stop 
even though it’s 
hard to turn down 
the lucrative offers 
he gets thanks to 
his box-office suc¬ 
cess in the three 
“Taken” films, as well as other 
thrillers. Neeson believes he’s 
simply getting too old to be an ac¬ 
tion hero. 

“The thrillers, that was all 
a pure accident,” said Neeson. 
“They’re still throwing serious 
money at me to do that stuff. I’m 
like, ‘Guy’s I’m sixty-f—ing-five.’ 
Audiences are eventually going to 
go, ‘Come on.’” 

Neeson still has two upcom¬ 
ing revenge thrillers he’s already 
shot: “Hard Powder,” in which 
he plays a snowplow driver who 
faces off with drug dealers, and 
“The Commuter,” with direc¬ 
tor Jaume Collet-Serra, who also 
directed Neeson in “Unknown,” 
“Non-Stop” and “Run All Night.” 

But, Neeson said, those will be 
his last. 

“I’ve shot one that’s going to 
come out in January sometime. 
There might be another. That’s 
it,” said Neeson. “But not ‘Taken,’ 
none of that franchise stuff.” 

Instead, Neeson has turned 
back to dramatic work. His Wa¬ 
tergate drama “Mark Felt: The 
Man Who Brought Down the 
White House” was to premiere 
Monday evening at the Toronto 
International Film Festival. In 
it, he plays the high-ranking FBI 
official who was the Washington 
Post’s “Deep Throat” source in 
the scandal. 



Neeson 



By Nicole Evatt 

Associated Press 

C ardi B has a breakthrough hit with “Bodak Yellow (Money 
Moves),” and the rapper said she’s ready to follow the sin¬ 
gle’s success with an album next month. 

“I have an album coming. It will be dropping in October. 
I’m an October baby,” Cardi B, who turns 25 on Oct. 11, said in a 
recent interview. “I’m a little nervous to put the project out, but I 
think it’s going to be pretty good.” 

Cardi B said she’s nervous because there’s “a lot of pressure on” 
her after the success of “Bodak Yellow,” which is currently No. 2 on 
the Billboard Hot 100 chart, just under Taylor Swift’s comeback hit 
“Look What You Made Me Do.” 

“Everybody’s waiting to see what I’m going to have next, and it’s 
like, ‘... I hope people love it,”’ she said. “But I have confidence. I 
really do.” 

“Bodak Yellow” has become a No. 1 hit on both the R&B and rap 
charts, and is one of the year’s most streamed songs. The New York- 
born rapper, who first gained attention on Instagram, appeared on 
the VH1 reality show “Love & Hip Hop” before the song’s massive 


success. The song has helped her become one of the few solo female 
acts to launch a major hit on the pop charts, which has recently been 
dominated by male performers for the past two years. 

“It feels amazing and it’s overwhelming. It’s like, it fills me up 
with lot of happiness and a lot of joy,” she said. “It’s just, like, unbe¬ 
lievable. I’ve been through so many things and I worked so hard for 
me to be here, and it’s like I’m finally here getting what I wanted, 
(and getting) the respect from other artists and from everybody.” 

One of those artists is Beyonce. 

“I’m surprised Beyonce liked me,” Cardi B squealed. “I met 
Beyonce!” 

“It’s like, ‘Oh my God!’ That’s how it feels like. I can’t talk, I can’t 
breathe,” she added. 

When asked what female rappers she’d like to work with, Cardi 
B said: “Well, all of them.” She listed Lil Kim, Trina and Remy Ma 
as some of her idols. 

Cardi B said she’s been finding time to treat herself in between 
studio recordings, concerts and photo shoots. 

“The first splurge that I did I bought, like, an $80,000 watch, but 
that’s because I’m a rapper. I need jewelry,” she said, laughing. 


currently No. 2 


Abrams back to write, direct ‘Star Wars: Episode IX’ 


Associated Press 

After several high-profile exits by pre¬ 
vious “Star Wars” directors, Lucasfilm is 
turning to the filmmaker who helped res¬ 
urrect the franchise in the first place. 

J.J. Abrams is returning 
to “Star Wars,” and will re¬ 
place Colin Trevorrow as 
writer and director of “Epi¬ 
sode IX.” 

Disney announced 

Abrams’ return on 
Tuesday. 

As the director of “The 
Force Awakens,” Abrams 
rebooted “Star Wars” to largely glowing 
reviews from fans and more than $2 billion 
in box office. Abrams had said that would 
be his only film for the franchise, but he’s 
now been pulled back in. 

Lucasfilm President Kathleen Kennedy 
said that Abrams “delivered everything 
we could have possibly hoped for” on “The 
Force Awakens” and added, “I am so ex¬ 
cited that he is coming back to close out 
this trilogy.” 


John Oliver, Jon Stewart 
to headline veterans benefit 

John Oliver, Jon Stewart, Trevor Noah 
and Conan O’Brien are headlining this 
year’s Stand Up for Heroes fundraiser, 
which benefits injured veterans and their 
families. 

Hisan Minhaj and John Mulaney are 
also on the bill for the Nov. 7 comedy event 
in New York. 

Stand Up for Heroes was first held in 
2007. It’s the brainchild of ABC News cor¬ 
respondent Bob Woodruff, who was nearly 
killed in 2006 during an attack in Iraq 
while embedded with U.S. troops. 

At least $300,000 of the money raised 
will go to a veteran-led disaster relief orga¬ 
nization pitching in following Hurricanes 
Harvey and Irma. 

Other news 

■ Patty Jenkins has officially signed on 
to direct the sequel to “Wonder Woman.” 
Jenkins was widely expected to return for 


the sequel after “Wonder Woman” became 
both a critical success and a global hit at 
the box office earning more than $816 mil¬ 
lion worldwide this summer. The Holly¬ 
wood Reporter writes that her deal, which 
is reported to be in the $7 to $9 million 
range, makes Jenkins the highest-paid fe¬ 
male filmmaker in history. Star Gal Gadot 
will also reprise her role as the Amazonian 
warrior in the sequel, which is scheduled 
to hit theaters in Dec. 2019. 

■ Mariah Carey’s many collaborations 
with rap artists will be celebrated at the 
2017 VH1 Hip Hop Honors. VH1 said 
Monday the singer will be honored at the 
Sept. 17 taping, dubbed “Hip Hop Honors: 
The ’90s Game Changers,” at Paramount 
Studios in Hollywood, Calif. It will air 
Sept. 18. 

■ Police in Louisiana’s capital city say 
up-and-coming rap artist Garrett Burton, 
of Baton Rouge, was killed in a weekend 
shooting. Police say they don’t have a sus¬ 
pect for the killing of Burton, who per¬ 
formed as Gee Money. 

■ The annual three-day Electric Daisy 
Carnival in Las Vegas will take place in 


May starting next year, allowing attendees 
to party amid milder temperatures and 
take advantage of new camping options. 
The change comes after this year’s festi¬ 
val in late June saw triple-digit tempera¬ 
tures and an increase in calls for medical 
attention. 

■ Bruno Mars is getting his own TV 
special, a first for the Grammy-winning 
superstar. Atlantic Records and CBS an¬ 
nounced Tuesday that “BRUNO MARS: 
24K MAGIC LIVE AT THE APOLLO” 
will air Nov. 29 on CBS. Mars and his band 
also taped performances and interactions 
with New Yorkers throughout the city. 

■ Xavier “X” Atencio, an animator 
behind Disney movies including “Pinoc- 
chio” and “Fantasia,” died on Sunday. He 
was 98. Atencio was still a teenager with 
a gift for drawing when he began work¬ 
ing for Disney. His work first appeared on 
screen in 1940’s “Pinocchio,” which was 
just the second feature film from Disney. 
He worked on “Fantasia” later that year. 
Atencio also helped design the “Pirates of 
the Caribbean” and “Haunted Mansion” 
rides at Disneyland. 



Abrams 
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*He doesn’t complain. He’s quiet. No lunch break. 

He’s starting exactly at 10. ’ 

Eric Leon 

security guard, on the Knightscope K5 security robot 


By Janie Har 

Associated Press 

S ecurity guard Eric Leon watched 
the Knightscope K5 security 
robot as it glided through the mall, 
charming shoppers with its blink¬ 
ing blue and white lights. The brawny au¬ 
tomaton records video and sounds alerts. 
According to its maker, it deters mischief 
just by making the rounds. 

Leon, the all-too-human guard, feels 
pretty sure that the robot will someday 
take his job. 

“He doesn’t complain,” Leon said. “He’s 
quiet. No lunch break. He’s starting exact¬ 
ly at 10.” 

Even in the technology hotbed stretching 
from Silicon Valley to San Francisco, a se¬ 
curity robot can captivate passers-by. But 
the K5 is only one of a growing menagerie 
of automated novelties in a region where 
you can eat a delivered pizza made via au¬ 
tomation and drink beers at a bar served 
by an airborne robot. This summer, the 
San Francisco Chronicle published a tech 
tourism guide listing a dozen or so places 
where tourists can observe robots and au¬ 
tomation in action. 

Yet San Francisco is also where workers 
were the first to embrace mandatory sick 
leave and fully paid parental leave. Voters 
approved a $15 hourly minimum wage in 
2014, a requirement that Gov. Jerry Brown 
signed into law for the entire state in 2016. 
Now one official is pushing a statewide 
“tax” on robots that automate jobs and put 
people out of work. 

It’s too soon to say if the effort will prevail, 
let alone whether less progressive jurisdic¬ 
tions might follow suit. The tussle points 
to the tensions that can flare when people 
embrace both technological innovation and 
a strong brand of social consciousness. 
Such frictions seem destined to esca¬ 



A K5 robot made by Knightscope Inc., 
is seen at Westfield Valley Fair shopping 
center in San Jose. 


late as automation makes further inroads 
into the workplace. One city supervisor, 
Norman Yee, has proposed barring food 
delivery robots from city streets, arguing 
that public sidewalks should be solely for 
people. 

“I’m a people person,” Yee said, “so I 
tend to err on the side of things that should 
be beneficial and safe for people.” 


Jane Kim, the city supervisor who is 
pushing the robot tax, said it’s important 
to think now about how people will earn a 
living as more U.S. jobs are lost to automa¬ 
tion. After speaking with experts on the 
subject, she decided to launch a statewide 
campaign with the hope of bringing rev¬ 
enue-raising ideas to the state legislature 
or directly to voters. 

“I really do think automation is going to 
be one of the biggest issues around income 
inequality,” Kim said. 

It makes sense, she added, that the city 
at the center of tech disruption take up the 
charge to manage that disruption. 

“It’s not inherently a bad thing, but it will 
concentrate wealth, and it’s going to drive 
further inequity if you don’t prepare for it 
now,” she said. 

“Preposterous” is what William Santiago 
Li, CEO of security robot maker Knight¬ 
scope, calls the supervisor’s idea. His com¬ 
pany created the K5 robot monitoring the 
Westfield Valley Fair mall in San Jose. 

The private security industry, Li said, 
suffers from high turnover and low pay. 
As he sees it, having robots handle me¬ 
nial tasks allows human guards to assume 
greater responsibilities — like managing 
a platoon of K5 robots — and likely earn 
more pay in the process. 

Li acknowledged that such jobs would 
require further training and some techno¬ 
logical know-how. But he said people ulti¬ 
mately stand to benefit. 

The question of whether—or how quickly 


— workers will be displaced by automation 
ignites fierce debate. It’s enough to worry 
Bill Gates, who suggested in an interview 
early this year a robot tax as a way to slow 
the speed of automation and give people 
time to prepare. The Microsoft co-founder 
hasn’t spoken publicly about it since. 

A report last year from the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Develop¬ 
ment concluded that 9 percent of jobs in 
the United States — or about 13 million 

— could be automated. Other economists 
argue that the impact will be much less 
drastic. 

Lawmakers in Hawaii have voted to ex¬ 
plore the idea of a universal basic income 
to guarantee wages to servers, cooks and 
cleaners whose jobs may be replaced by 
machines. Kim, the San Francisco super¬ 
visor, is weighing the idea of using revenue 
from a robot tax to supplement the low 
wages of people whose jobs can’t be auto¬ 
mated, like home health care aides. 

Doug Bloch, political director of Team¬ 
sters Joint Council 7 in Northern California 
and northern Nevada, said there have been 
no mass layoffs among hotel, trucking or 
food service staff resulting from automa¬ 
tion. But that day is coming, he warns. 

Part of his responsibility is to make sure 
that union drivers receive severance and 
retraining if they lose work to automation. 

“All the foundations are being built for 
this,” he said. “The table is being set for 
this banquet, and we want to make sure 
our members have a seat at the table.” 
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Samsung sets sights on foldable smartphone 


By Youkyung Lee 

Associated. Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — Sam¬ 
sung Electronics Co. said Tues¬ 
day it aims to launch a foldable 
smartphone next year under its 
Galaxy Note brand. 

Koh Dong-jin, president of 
mobile business at Samsung 
Electronics, said the company is 
setting its sights on 2018 to re¬ 
lease a smartphone with a bend¬ 
able display. He said there are 
several hurdles it has to over¬ 
come, leaving room to delay the 


release if those problems are not 
solved. 

“As the head of the business, I 
can say our current goal is next 
year,” he told reporters. “When 
we can overcome some prob¬ 
lems for sure, we will launch the 
product.” 

He did not elaborate what 
the problems are. Analysts said 
mass-producing a foldable phone 
with top tech features and a thin 
body will take time. 

When Samsung will release its 
first foldable phone has been a 
perennial question in the market 


since Samsung first showcased a 
flexible display prototype called 
Youm in 2013. For at least the 
past two years, there have been 
rumors that Samsung is close to 
showing off its first smartphones 
that can be folded. 

Koh also said the company is 
working with auto-systems maker 
Harman to develop an artificial 
intelligence-enabled speaker that 
users can speak to in order to play 
music and conduct other tasks. 
Samsung acquired the Stamford, 
Conn.-based company last year 
as part of its plans to expand in 


the emerging market for connect¬ 
ed cars. 

Amazon and Google already 
have those always-on voice-con¬ 
trolled speakers in the market 
while Apple’s Homepod is due to 
go on sale later this year. It is not 
clear when Samsung’s voice-con¬ 
trolled speaker, which will likely 
use the South Korean company’s 
Bixby voice assistant, will be un¬ 
veiled. Koh did not say when it 
will hit the market. 

The comments were made 
at Samsung’s news conference 
to announce the Galaxy Note 8 


Nissan aims for innovations in leaps, not small steps 

on the plant floor. 

But it has many proponents and 
has been adopted outside the au¬ 
tomotive industry in areas such 
as hospitals and warehouses. 

Yavuz Bozer, an engineering 
professor at the University of 
Michigan who advises companies 
on “lean manufacturing,” said 
developments in the materials, 
artificial intelligence, 3-D print¬ 
ers and other advances open up 
potential for a revolution in man¬ 
ufacturing but that doesn’t make 
kaizen obsolete. 


By Yuri Kageyama 
Associated Press 

YOKOHAMA, Japan — Aim¬ 
ing to get an edge on its rivals in 
an intensely competitive industry, 
Japanese automaker Nissan said 
it’s attempting to foster a corpo¬ 
rate culture that will produce 
manufacturing innovations in 
leaps and bounds instead of steady 
incremental improvement. 

Its discussion of that effort is 
partly a swipe at bigger com¬ 
petitor Toyota Motor Corp. which 
for decades has favored the con¬ 
cept of “kaizen” or fine-tuning 
and bit-by-bit progress in auto 
manufacturing. 

Kaizen has earned Japanese 
automakers good marks for reli¬ 
ability and quality, and Toyota 
practically defined it as its “way,” 
emphasizing daily effort by ev¬ 
eryone from the lowest assembly 
worker to the chief executive. But 
Nissan Motor Co. says it is imple¬ 
menting novel manufacturing 
methods and has dozens of ideas 
in its development pipeline. 

“The old-style kaizen gives you 


a 5 percent, maybe a 10 percent, 
improvement. But our team’s goal 
is what we call ‘kakushin,’ to de¬ 
liver change that’s a multiple of 
the previous,” said Atsuhiko Hay- 
akawa, a corporate vice president 
who heads powertrain production 
at Nissan. 

In an example at Nissan’s Yoko¬ 
hama plant, shown to The Associ¬ 
ated Press, a coating technology 
made the metal liner of a cylinder 
block of an engine about a 10th 
of its previous thickness, from 2 
millimeters to 0.2 millimeters. 

Instead of trying to reduce the 
cast-iron layer’s thickness bit by 
bit, a totally new approach was 
tried, spraying on molten iron, 
said Hayakawa, who speaks with 
a passionate intensity rare for 
corporate Japan. 

The metal liner technology has 
already been introduced for the 
GT-R sports car and is being ex¬ 
panded to other models, such as 
the Pathfinder sport-utility ve¬ 
hicle, Infiniti QX60 luxury SUV 
and the new Kicks global com¬ 
pact crossover, including produc¬ 


tion in Mexico and China. 

It’s now used for nearly half a 
million vehicles a year, or about 7 
percent of Nissan’s annual global 
production, and that will keep 
growing, according to Nissan. 

Among other examples: finish¬ 
ing a surface to a mirror polish to 
reduce friction in a part. A triple 
coating is reduced to a single 
coating. 

They all translate into cuts in 
investments, costs and prepara¬ 
tion time for manufacturing, as 
well as a better product, accord¬ 
ing to Hayakawa. 

The production initiatives 
are being rolled out throughout 
Nissan’s alliance, which includes 
Renault SA of France and Mit¬ 
subishi Motors Corp. of Japan, as 
well as more limited partnerships 
with other manufacturers around 
the world. 

It’s true that the kaizen efforts 
shown at Toyota plants can ap¬ 
pear primitive to the eye, such as 
using gravity to shuttle objects 
and save on energy costs or rear¬ 
ranging the position of equipment 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


MARKET WATCH 


Dow Jones 
industrials 


259.58 

22,057.37 

72.07 

6,432.26 

26.68 

2,488.11 

15.41 

1,414.83 


smartphone to domestic media, 
just hours before Apple announc¬ 
es its lOth-anniversary iPhone 
models. 

Samsung’s mobile president 
said market response to the 
Note 8 beat its expectations even 
though it was more expensive 
than past models and even as the 
Note brand’s reputation took a 
hit from its previous model, the 
disgraced Note 7 phone that was 
recalled twice and discontinued 
after it spontaneously overheated 
or caught fire. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Sept. 13).$1.2238 

Dollar buys (Sept. 13).€0.8171 

British pound (Sept. 13).$1.36 

Japanese yen (Sept. 13).106.00 

South Korean won (Sept. 13).1,102.00 


.0.3770 

....$1.3257 

.1.2155 

.6.5329 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt (Pound).17.6423 

Euro.$1.1947/0.8371 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8124 

Hungary (Forint).257.08 

Israel (Shekel).3.5414 

Japan (Yen).110.02 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3015 

Norway (Krone).7.8441 

Philippines (Peso).50.99 

Poland (Zloty).3.57 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7502 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3478 

South Korea (Won).1,128.06 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9606 

Thailand (Baht).33.14 

Turkey (New Lira)..3.4397 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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30-year bond. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

I May honoree 
4 Scoundrel 

7 “Ditto” 

8 Salary 

10 Rainy month 

II Cochise, for one 
13 Make a long 

story short 

16 Mag. staff 

17 Part of LED 

18 Gun lobby org. 

19 Hawaiian city 

20 Thames town 

21 Fragment 
23 Chef’s garb 

25 Oodles 

26 Hollywood 
dashers 

27 TV spots 

28 Stopped lying? 
30 Nosh 

33 Make a long 
story short 

36 Make fizzy 

37 Should, with “to” 

38 Danger 

39 Depend (on) 

40 Computer key 

41 “Science 
Guy” Bill 


DOWN 

1 Shopping 
centers 

2 Skip 

3 Tuneful 

4 Like many 
superheroes 

5 Open- 
mouthed 

6 Erte’s style 

7 Raced 

8 “Yippee!” 

9 Japanese faith 

10 Census stat 
12 Noted 2001 

bankruptcy 

14 Scrabble piece 

15 Light brown 


19“Psst!” 

20 Triage ctrs. 

21 City near 
Venice 

22 Foot part 

23 Malaria s 
ymptom 

24 Movie snack 

25 Buddy 

26 Lucy’s pal 

28 Skyrockets 

29 Top story 

30 Two under par 

31 Wan 

32 Hanoi holiday 

34 Sloth’s home 

35 Donald Duck’s 
nephew 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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9-13 CRYPTOQUIP 


SRLTEXR WJTW NJTVR 

QRLRBORA KHWJBKP SEW 



I 7 ve got a pretty tig drew | 
to feed. Row mudk for tke 
mafidot out tViere? j 


Happy B'JsiJ, Kfelspath 1 V BlZAKKO.COM 
Fs^eWlwom/ EizarroCcndic, 


TORQTPR PQTARX BK 

XLJHHV, B PERXX BW NTX 

T L-LQRTWEQR. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF THE HEROINE 
OF “THE KING AND I” SENT ANY WIRED 
MESSAGES, I THINK THEY WERE ANNA-GRAMS. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals C 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARS^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


142 


SCAM 

FADS 




Be aware of the common 
red flags. 





SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www.vilseckautosales.com 

Free Europe-wide delivery 

rf 


Travel_1000 


Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 



Take the fuss out of 
packing up for your next 
PCS—sell everything 
with Stripes 
free classifieds! 


STARS^lSTRIPES. 



Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARS*aSTRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 







Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


>es.com sui 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most ( 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro basketball 


WNBA playoffs 

First Round 
Wednesday, Sept. 6 

Washington 86, Dallas 76 
Phoenix 79, Seattle 69 

Second Round 
Winner advances 
Sunday, Sept. 10 

Phoenix 88, Connecticut 83 
Washington 82, New York 68 

Semifinals 

(Best-of-five) 

(x-if necessary) 

Minnesota vs. Washington 
Tuesday, Sept. 12: at Minnesota 
Thursday, Sept. 14: at Minnesota 
Sunday, Sept. 17: at Washington 
x-Tuesday, Sept. 19: at Washington 
x-Thursday, Sept. 21: at Minnesota 
Los Angeles vs. Phoenix 
Tuesday, Sept. 12: at Los Angeles 
Thursday, Sept. 14: Phoenix vs. Los 
\ngeles at Long Beach, Calif. 

Sunday, Sept. 17: at Phoenix 
x-Tuesday, Sept. 19: at Phoenix 
x-Thursday, Sept. 21: at Los Angeles 
Finals 

(Best-of-five) 

Sunday, Sept. 24: Semifinal winners 
Tuesday, Sept. 26: Semifinal winners 
Friday, Sept. 29: Semifinal winners 
x-Sunday, Oct. 1: Semifinal winners 
--Wednesday, Oct. 4: Semifinal win 


Coupe Banque Nationale 

Monday 

At Club Avantage Multi-Sports de 
Quebec 
Quebec City 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Naomi Broady, Britain, def. Destanee 
Aiava, Australia, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 

Marina Erakovic, New Zealand, def. 
Alla Kudryavtseva, Russia, 6-4, 6-1. 

Caroline Dolehide, United States, def. 
Charlotte Robillard-Millette, Canada, 6- 

3, 6-2. 

Grace Min, United States, def. Jessica 
Pegula, United States, 4-6,6-4, 6-0. 

Timea Babos, Hungary, def. Jamie 
Loeb, United States, 7-6 (4), 5-7, 6-2. 

Oceane Dodin, France, def. Gabriela 
Dabrowski, Canada, 5-7, 7-5, 6-4. 

Varvara Lepchenko, United States, 
def. Aleksandra Wozniak, Canada, 6-1, 
2-6, 6-1. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Maria Irigoyen, Argentina, and Camil¬ 
la Rosatello, Italy, def. Viktorija Golubic 
and Amra Sadikovic, Switzerland, 4-6, 6- 

4, 10-3. 

Bianca Andreescu and Carson Brans- 
tine, Canada, def. Alexa Guarachi, Chile, 
and Ashley Weinhold, United States, 6-3, 
6-4. 


World rankings 

Through Sept. 10 

1. Dustin Johnson US 

2. Jordan Spieth US 

3. Hideki Matsuyama JP 

4. Justin Thomas US 

5. Jon Rahm ES 

6. Rory Mcllroy Nl 

7. Henrik Stenson S\A 

8. Sergio Garcia ES 

9. Jason Day 
0. Rickie Fowler 

1. Brooks Koepka 

2. Alex Noren 

3. Matt Kuchar 

4. Paul Casey 

5. Justin Rose 

6. Tommy Fleetwood 

7. Francesco Molinari 

8. Rafael Cabrera Bello 

9. Patrick Reed 
0. Louis Oosthuizen 

1. Adam Scott 

2. Marc Leishman 

3. Charley Hoffman 

4. Daniel Berger 

5. Kevin Kisner 

6. Chari Schwartzel 

7. Kevin Chappell 

8. Tyrrell Hatton 

9. Phil Mickelson 
0. Brian Harman 

1. Thomas Pieters 

2. Jason Dufner 

3. Matthew Fitzpatrick 

4. Bernd Wiesberger 

5. Pat Perez 

6. Branden Grace 

7. Siwoo Kim 


College football 


AUS 

USA 

USA 

SWE 

USA 

ENG 

ENG 

ENG 


AUS 

AUS 

USA 

USA 

USA 

SAF 

USA 

ENG 

USA 

USA 

BEL 

USA 

ENG 

AUT 

USA 


AP Top 25 

The Top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press college football poll, with first-place 
votes in parentheses, records through 
Sept. 10, total points based on 25 points 
for a first-place vote through one point for 
a 25th-place vote, and previous ranking: 

Record Pts Pv 

1. Alabama (58) 2-0 1522 1 

2. Oklahoma (2) 2-0 1447 5 

3. Clemson (1) 2-0 1380 3 

4. Southern Cal 2-0 1324 6 

5. Penn St. 2-0 1299 4 

6. Washington 2-0 1124 7 

7. Michigan 2-0 1107 8 

8. Ohio St. 1-1 1003 2 

9. Oklahoma St. 2-0 1002 11 

10. Wisconsin 2-0 993 9 

11. Florida St. 0-1 944 10 

12. LSU 2-0 935 12 

13. Georgia 2-0 882 15 

14. Louisville 2-0 658 17 

15. Auburn 1-1 591 13 

16. Virginia Tech 2-0 559 18 

17. Miami 1-0 542 16 

18. Kansas St. 2-0 475 19 

19. Stanford 1-1 364 14 

20. TCU 2-0 352 23 

21. Washington St. 2-0 233 20 

22. South Florida 2-0 188 21 

23. Tennessee 2-0 159 25 

24. Florida 0-1 146 22 

25. UCLA 2-0 119 NR 

Others receiving votes: Utah 101, South 

Carolina 72, Colorado 66, West Virginia 63, 
Oregon 61, Maryland 42, Notre Dame 31, 
San Diego St. 16, Houston 10, Mississippi 
St. 3, Boise St. 3, Texas Tech 2, Iowa 2, Cali¬ 
fornia 2, Vanderbilt 2, Michigan St. 1. 

FCS Coaches poll 

SPARTANBURG, S.C. - The top 25 
teams in the Coaches Football Champi¬ 
onship Subdivision poll, with first-place 
votes in parentheses, records through 
Sept. 10, points and previous ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. James Madison (24) 2-0 648 1 

2. North Dakota State (2) 2-0 626 2 

3. Sam Houston State 2-0 585 3 

4. South Dakota State 2-0 574 4 

5. Youngstown State 1-1 515 T6 

6. Richmond 1-1 455 9 

6. Jacksonville State 1-1 455 5 

8. Villanova 1-1 438 8 

9. Wofford 2-0 415 10 

10. North Dakota 1-1 405 11 

11. New Hampshire 2-0 402 12 

12. Eastern Washington 0-2 364 T6 

13. The Citadel 2-0 349 13 

14. Illinois State 1-0 273 15 

15. Chattanooga 0-2 260 14 

16. Central Arkansas 1-1 250 16 

17. Samford 2-0 213 17 

18. Northern Iowa 1-1 181 T21 

19. Charleston Southern 0-1 175 18 

20. North Carolina A&T 2-0 134 T21 

21. Weber State 1-1 123 20 

22. Western Illinois 2-0 112 - 

23. South Dakota 2-0 102 - 

24. Tennessee State 2-0 93 24 

25. Grambling State 1-1 87 23 

Others receiving votes: Lehigh 31, Col¬ 
gate 28, Nicholls State 24, Jackson State 
21, Kennesaw State 21, Mercer 16, Port¬ 
land State 12, Saint Francis 9, McNeese 
State 9, Howard 8, Prairie View A&M 8, 
Montana 8, Towson 6, Southern Utah 5, 
William & Mary 3, Harvard 3, San Diego 2, 
N.C. Central 1, Montana state 1. 

STATS FCS poll 

The top 25 teams in the STATS Foot¬ 
ball Championship Subdivision poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Sept. 10, points and previous 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. James Madison (148) 2-0 3964 1 

2. North Dakota State (10) 2-0 3813 2 

3. Sam Houston State 2-0 3587 3 

4. South Dakota State (1) 2-0 3458 4 

5. Jacksonville State 1-1 3077 5 

6. Youngstown State 1-1 3026 8 

7. Villanova 1-1 2903 6 

8. Richmond 1-1 2706 9 

9. New Hampshire 2-0 2583 12 

10. North Dakota 1-1 2571 11 

11. Wofford 2-0 2546 10 

12. Eastern Washington 0-2 1969 7 

13. Citadel 2-0 1941 14 

14. Central Arkansas 1-1 1678 15 

15. Chattanooga 0-2 1470 13 

16. Charleston Southern 0-1 1326 16 

17. Samford 2-0 1306 17 

18. Illinois State 1-0 1185 18 

19. Liberty 2-0 1165 20 

20. Western Illinois 2-0 926 22 

21. UNI 1-1 925 21 

22. Tennessee State 2-0 634 23 

23. South Dakota 2-0 515 - 

24. Grambling State 1-1 425 24 

25. North Carolina A&T 2-0 394 - 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Reinstated OF 
Clint Frazier from the 10-day DL. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Named Andre 
Chambers vice president of people op¬ 
erations. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Activated RHP 
Ryan Weber from the 60-day DL and sent 
him outright to Tacoma (PCL). 

National League 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Claimed LHP 
Zac Curtis off waivers from Seattle. Placed 
RHP Jesen Therrien on the 60-day DL. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

SAN ANTONIO SPURS - Signed G Dar- 
run Hilliard to a two-way contract. 


Others: Weber State 313, Howard 251, 
Albany 108, Nicholls 105, Fordham 99, 
Colgate 96, Lehigh 73, North Carolina 
Central 71, Saint Francis U 64, Monmouth 
63, UT Martin 54, Montana 53, Stony 
Brook 35, Princeton 23, Northern Ari¬ 
zona 22, Harvard 19, McNeese 19, Maine 
19, Kennesaw State 17, Cal Poly 16, San 
Diego 16, Western Carolina 8, Southern 
Utah 7, Penn 7, Southern Illinois 6, Dela¬ 
ware 5, Eastern Illinois 4, Bethune-Cook- 
man 2, William & Mary 2, Portland State 
2, UC Davis 2, Mercer 1. 

AFCA Division II coaches poll 

Through Sept. 10 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Northwest Missouri St. (34) 2-0 850 1 

2. Ferris St. (Mich.) 1-0 810 2 

3. Texas A&M-Commerce 2-0 782 3 

4. Shepherd (W.Va.) 1-0 715 4 

5. California (Pa.) 2-0 703 5 

6. Indiana (Pa.) 2-0 674 6 

7. Sioux Falls (S.D.) 2-0 617 9 

8. Minnesota St. 2-0 561 12 

9. LIU-Post (N.Y.) 2-0 560 10 

10. North Alabama 0-1 532 11 

11. Colorado Mesa 2-0 453 17 

12. Grand Valley St. (Mich.) 1-1 417 14 

13. Midwestern St. (Texas) 1-0 402 16 

14. Emporia St. (Kan.) 1-1 397 15 

15. Indianapolis (Ind.) 2-0 389 18 

16. Albany St. (Ga.) 2-0 369 20 

17. West Georgia 2-0 261 25 

18. Colorado St.-Pueblo 1-1 244 7 

19. Arkansas Tech 2-0 180 - 

20. Minnesota-Duluth 1-1 171 21 

21. Fort Hays St. (Kan.) 2-0 152 - 

22. Azusa Pacific (Calif.) 1-1 115 8 

23. Central Washington 2-0 103 - 

24. Delta St. (Miss.) 2-0 92 - 

25. Slippery Rock (Pa.) 2-0 69 - 

Others Receiving Votes: Humboldt 

St. (Calif.), 65; Bowie St. (Md.), 58; Car- 
son-Newman (Tenn.), 58; Assumption 
(Mass.), 43; Ashland (Ohio), 37; Central 
Missouri, 24; Angelo St. (Texas), 18; East¬ 
ern New Mexico, 18; West Texas A&M, 18; 
Catawba (N.C.), 17; Colorado Mines, 11; 
Virginia-Wise, 8; Winona St. (Minn.), 8; 
West Chester (Pa.), 7; Hillsdale (Mich.), 6; 
Valdosta St. (Ga.), 6; Virginia St., 6; Tuske- 
gee (Ala.), 5; Winston-Salem St. (N.C.), 5; 
Florida Tech, 4; Washburn (Kan.), 3; Bem- 
idji St. (Minn.), 2; Henderson St. (Ark.), 2; 
Lenoir-Rhyne (N.C.), 2; Virginia Union, 1. 


NAIA poll 


Through Sept. 10 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Saint Francis (Ind.) (15) 2-0 340 1 

2. Baker (Kan.) 3-0 327 2 

3. Reinhardt (Ga.) 2-0 311 3 

4. Morningside (Iowa) 3-0 304 4 

5. Montana Tech 2-0 288 6 

6. Lindsey Wilson (Ky.) 2-0 275 8 

7. Doane (Neb.) 2-0 258 11 

8. Marian (Ind.) 1-1 228 5 

9. Grand View (Iowa) 2-1 221 9 

.0. Southeastern (Fla.) 2-0 206 16 

.1. Eastern Oregon 1-1 201 7 

.2. Arizona Christian 2-0 188 18 

.3. Saint Xavier (III.) 2-0 181 24 

.4. Southern Oregon 2-0 164 25 

.5. Langston (Okla.) 2-0 144 22 

.6. Benedictine (Kan.) 3-0 131 — 

.6. Georgetown (Ky.) 1-0 131 21 

.8. Tabor (Kan.) 0-1 98 10 

.9. MidAmerica Nazarene (Kan.) 3-0 91 — 

ng (Kan.) 1-1 80 14 

!1. Dickinson State (N.D.) 2-1 79 15 

!2. Dakota Wesleyan (S.D.) 2-1 60 17 

!3. St. Ambrose (Iowa) 2-0 49 — 

!4. Northwestern (Iowa) 2-0 40 — 

!5. Kansas Wesleyan 1-1 32 20 

Schedule 

Thursday, Sept. 14 
FAR WEST 

New Mexico (1-1) at Boise St. (1-1) 

Friday, Sept. 15 
EAST 

UMass (0-3) at Temple (1-1) 

SOUTH 

Illinois (2-0) at South Florida (2-0) 

SOUTHWEST 

Arizona (1-1) at UTEP (0-2) 

Saturday, Sept. 16 
EAST 

Oklahoma St. (2-0) at Pittsburgh (1-1) 
San Diego (1-1) at Princeton (0-0) 
Delaware St. (0-2) at West Virginia (1-1) 
Bryant (1-1) at Brown (0-0) 

Yale (0-0) at Lehigh (0-2) 

Wagner (1-1) at Columbia (0-0) 

E. Washington (0-2) at Fordham (1-1) 
Marist (1-1) at Georgetown (1-0) 

Ohio Dominican (0-2) at Penn (0-0) 
Harvard (0-0) at Rhode Island (1-1) 
New Hampshire (2-0) at Holy Cross (1-1) 
VMI (0-2) at Robert Morris (1-1) 
Cornell (0-0) at Delaware (1-1) 

Notre Dame (1-1) at Boston College (1-1) 


FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Re-signed 
LB Philip Wheeler. Released LB Scooby 
Wright III. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Placed CB 
Adam Jones on a roster exemption after 
serving an NFL suspension for Game 1. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Signed K Bran¬ 
don McManus to a four-year contract 
through the 2020 season and NT Tyrique 
Jarrett. Waived NT Kyle Peko. 

DETROIT LIONS - Signed LB Nick Bel- 
lore. Signed DT Daniel Ross to the prac¬ 
tice squad. Waived OT Storm Norton. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Signed OT 
Tyreek Burwell to the practice squad. 

LOS ANGELES RAMS - Signed DL 
Ethan Westbrooks to a one-year contract 
extension and P Johnny Hekker to a two- 


Morgan St. (0-2) at Rutgers (0-2) 

Cent. Michigan (1-1) at Syracuse (1-1) 
Colgate (1-1) at Buffalo (0-2) 

Sacred Heart (2-0) at Stony Brook (1-1) 
Lafayette (0-2) at Villanova (1-1) 
Monmouth (NJ) (2-0) at Albany (NY) (1-1) 
Towson (1-1) at St. Francis (Pa.) (2-0) 
Georgia St. (0-1) at Penn St. (2-0) 
SOUTH 

UCLA (2-0) at Memphis (1-0) 

UConn (1-0) at Virginia (1-1) 

Furman (0-2) at NC State (1-1) 

Baylor (0-2) at Duke (2-0) 

The Citadel (2-0) at ETSU (1-1) 

Walsh (0-2) at Jacksonville (0-1) 
Coastal Carolina (1-0) at UAB (1-1) 
Howard (1-1) at Richmond (1-1) 
Johnson C. Smith (0-2) at SC State (0-1) 
Utah St. (1-1) at Wake Forest (2-0) 
Virginia Tech (2-0) at East Carolina (0-2) 
Tennessee (2-0) at Florida (0-1) 

Norfolk St. (0-2) at James Madison (2-0) 
North Carolina (0-2) at Old Dominion (2-0) 
Mercer (1-1) at Auburn (1-1) 

NC A&T (2-0) at Charlotte (0-2) 

UT Martin (1-1) at Chattanooga (0-2) 
Charleston Southern (0-1) at Elon (1-1) 

W. Carolina (1-1) at Gardner-Webb (0-2) 
Livingstone (0-2) at Hampton (1-1) 
Indiana St. (0-2) at Liberty (2-0) 
Dartmouth (0-0) at Stetson (0-2) 
Florida A&M (1-1) vs. Tennessee St. (2- 
0) at Tampa, Fla. 

Bucknell (1-1) at William & Mary (1-1), 
Bethune-Cookman (1-1) at FAU (0-2) 
Kent St. (1-1) at Marshall (1-1) 
Colorado St. (2-1) at Alabama (2-0) 
McNeese St. (1-1) at Alcorn St. (1-0) 
Morehead St. (1-1) at Austin Peay (0-2) 
Guilford (2-0) at Davidson (1-1). 
Jackson St. (0-2) at Grambling St. (1-1) 
Southern Miss. (1-1) at Louisiana- 
Monroe (0-1) 

LSU (2-0) at Mississippi St. (2-0) 

Prairie View (0-1) at Nicholls (1-1) 
Lamar (1-1) at Northwestern St. (0-2) 
Campbell (1-1) at Presbyterian (0-2) 
Alabama A&M (0-2) at South Alabama 
(0-2) 

Louisiana Tech (1-1) at W. Kentucky (1-1) 
Samford (2-0) at Georgia (2-0) 
Kentucky (2-0) at South Carolina (2-0) 
Georgia Tech (1-1) at UCF (1-0), ppd., 
hurricane 

Kansas St. (2-0) at Vanderbilt (2-0) 
Kennesaw St. (1-1) at Alabama St. (0-2) 
Clemson (2-0) at Louisville (2-0) 

MIDWEST 

Iowa St. (1-1) at Akron (1-1) 

Air Force (1-0) at Michigan (2-0) 

N. Illinois (1-1) at Nebraska (1-1) 
Kansas (1-1) at Ohio (1-1) 

Duquesne (1-1) at Dayton (1-1) 
Valparaiso (0-2) at Trinity (III.) (1-1) 
CCSU (0-2) at Youngstown St. (1-1) 
Tennessee Tech (0-2) at Ball St. (1-1) 
Illinois St. (1-0) at E. Illinois (1-1) 
Murray St. (1-1) at Missouri St. (0-2) 
North Dakota (1-1) at South Dakota (2-0) 
FIU (0-1) at Indiana (1-1) 

North Texas (1-1) at Iowa (2-0) 

Middle Tennessee (1-1) at Minnesota 
(2-0) 

Purdue (1-1) at Missouri (1-1) 

Army (2-0) at Ohio St. (1-1) 

Taylor (1-0) at Butler (1-1) 

Drake (1-1) at S. Dakota St. (2-0) 

S. Illinois (1-0) at SE Missouri (0-2) 
Tulsa (1-1) at Toledo (2-0) 

Idaho (1-1) at W. Michigan (0-2) 
Bowling Green (0-2) at Northwestern 
( 1 - 1 ) 

Cincinnati (1-1) at Miami (Ohio) (1-1) 

SOUTHWEST 

Louisiana-Lafayette (1-1) at Texas 
A&M (1-1) 

SMU (2-0) at TCU (2-0) 

Tulane (1-1) at Oklahoma (2-0) 
Houston Baptist (1-1) at Abilene Chris¬ 
tian (0-2) 

Ark.-Pine Bluff (1-1) at Arkansas St. (0-1) 
SE Louisiana (0-2) at Cent. Arkansas (1-1) 
Incarnate Word (0-2) at Stephen F. 
Austin (0-2) 

Appalachian St. (1-1) at Texas St. (1-1) 
Southern U. (1-1) at UTSA (1-0) 

Rice (1-1) at Houston (1-0) 

Arizona St. (1-1) at Texas Tech (1-0) 

FAR WEST 

N. Colorado (1-0) at Colorado (2-0) 
Savannah St. (0-1) at Montana (1-1) 
Wisconsin (2-0) at BYU (1-2) 

UC Davis (1-1) at Portland St. (0-2) 
Oregon St. (1-2) at Washington St. (2-0) 
Idaho St. (1-1) at Nevada (0-2) 

Oregon (2-0) at Wyoming (1-1) 

Troy (1-1) at New Mexico St. (1-1) 

N. Iowa (1-1) at S. Utah (1-1) 

Texas (1-1) at Southern Cal (2-0) 
Weber St. (1-1) at Sacramento St. (1-1) 
Fresno St. (1-1) at Washington (2-0) 
San Jose St. (1-2) at Utah (2-0) 
Mississippi (2-0) at California (2-0) 
Stanford (1-1) at San Diego St. (2-0) 


year contract extension. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Signed 
OL Alex Balducci to the practice squad. 
Released OL Anthony Fabiano from the 
practice squad. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Signed D Da¬ 
mon Severson to a six-year contract 
through the 2022-23 season. 

COLLEGE 

FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON - Named Dar¬ 
ius Stokes director of men’s basketball 
operations. 

NORTHERN ARIZONA - Announced 
football coach Jerome Souers is step¬ 
ping down after this season. 

WINSTON-SALEM - Named James 
Daniels men’s and women’s cross coun¬ 
try and track and field coach. 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Toronto FC 17 3 8 59 59 26 

New York City FC 15 8 5 50 49 36 

Chicago 13 9 6 45 49 37 

Columbus 13 12 4 43 43 43 

New York 12 10 5 41 41 36 

Atlanta United FC 11 8 6 39 47 32 

Montreal 10 11 6 36 42 43 

New England 10 12 5 35 44 41 

Orlando City 9 12 7 34 29 44 

Philadelphia 8 12 8 32 37 39 

D.C. United 8 16 4 28 23 46 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Portland 12 9 8 44 49 45 

Seattle 11 7 10 43 42 35 

Sporting KC 10 6 11 41 32 21 

Vancouver 12 9 5 41 40 37 

Houston 10 9 8 38 46 38 

FC Dallas 9 8 10 37 39 38 

San Jose 10 12 6 36 31 48 

Real Salt Lake 10 14 5 35 42 51 

Los Angeles 7 14 6 27 36 48 

Minnesota United 7 14 5 26 33 53 

Colorado 7 16 4 25 25 41 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday, Sept. 6 
New York City FC 1, Sporting Kansas 
City 0 

Saturday, Sept. 9 

New York 1, Chicago 1, tie 
Toronto FC 4, San Jose 0 
Portland 1, New York City FC 0 
Orlando City 2, D.C. United 1 
New England 1, Montreal 0 
Philadelphia 1, Minnesota United 1, tie 
Colorado 1, Houston 0 
Vancouver 3, Real Salt Lake 2 
Sunday, Sept. 10 

Sporting Kansas City 1, Columbus 1, tie 
Atlanta United FC 3, FC Dallas 0 
Los Angeles 1, Seattle 1, tie 
Wednesday’s games 
New England at Atlanta United FC 
Minnesota United at Vancouver 
Saturday's games 
Orlando City at Atlanta United FC 
Columbus at Vancouver 
Minnesota United at Montreal 
Seattle at FC Dallas 
D.C. United at Chicago 
New England at Sporting Kansas City 
New York City FC at Colorado 
Portland at Real Salt Lake 
Houston at San Jose 
Toronto FC at Los Angeles 
Sunday’s games 


Philadelphia w 


n York 


World Cup qualifying 

NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA 
AND CARIBBEAN 
FINAL ROUND 
Top three teams qualify 
Fourth-place team advances to playoff 
against Asia fifth-place team 

GP W D L GF GAPtS 
x-Mexico 8 5 3 0 11 3 18 

Costa Rica 8 4 3 1 12 5 15 

Panama 8 2 4 2 7 5 10 

United States 8 2 3 3 12 11 9 

Honduras 8 2 3 3 9 16 9 

Trinidad 8 1 0 7 4 15 3 

x-qualified 

Friday, Sept. 1 
At Harrison, NJ. 

Costa Rica 2, United States 0 

At Couva, Trinidad 

Honduras 2, Trinidad and Tobago 1 

At Mexico City 
Mexico 1, Panama 0 

Tuesday, Sept. 5 
At San Pedro Sula, Honduras 

Honduras 1, United States 1, tie 

At Panama City 

Panama 3, Trinidad and Tobago 0 

At San Jose, Costa Rica 
Costa Rica 1, Mexico 1, tie 
Friday, Oct. 6 
At Orlando, Fla. 

United States vs. Panama 

At San Jose, Costa Rica 
Costa Rica vs. Honduras 

At San Luis Potosi, Mexico 
Mexico vs. Trinidad and Tobago 
Tuesday, Oct. 10 
At San Pedro Sula, Honduras 
Honduras vs. Mexico 

At Panama City 
Panama vs. Costa Rica 

At Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 
Trinidad and Tobago vs. United States 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 15 6 0 45 31 18 

Portland 13 5 4 43 34 19 

Chicago 10 6 6 36 29 25 

Orlando 10 6 6 36 42 29 

Seattle 8 7 7 31 40 34 

Sky Blue FC 9 11 2 29 37 47 

Kansas City 7 9 6 27 27 30 

Houston 7 12 2 23 20 31 

Washington 5 13 4 19 28 42 

Boston 3 12 7 16 18 31 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Thursday, Sept. 7 
Seattle 1, Orlando 1, tie 

Saturday, Sept. 9 
Chicago 0, FC Kansas City 0 
North Carolina 1, Houston 0 
Sunday, Sept. 10 
Portland 1, Boston 0 
Washington 2, Sky Blue FC 1 
Saturday, Sept. 23 
Portland at Orlando 
Boston at Washington 
Chicago at Houston 

Sunday, Sept. 24 
North Carolina at Sky Blue FC 
FC Kansas City at Seattle 
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OLYMPICS/HIGH SCHOOL:DODEA EUROPE 


South Korea 
seeks to boost 
slow ticket sales 

By Kim Tong-hyung 

Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — With five months to go 
before the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics open, the 
Games are barely an afterthought for most South 
Koreans. 

Local ticket sales are slow amid the biggest politi¬ 
cal scandal in years and a torrent of North Korean 
weapons tests. 

Organizers want more than a million spectators for 
the Games, which start in February, and expect 70 
percent of those to be locals. But if South Koreans are 
excited about the Olympics, they didn’t fully show it 
during the first phase of ticket sales between Febru¬ 
ary and June — the 52,000 tickets purchased by lo¬ 
cals during the period were less than 7 percent of the 
750,000 seats organizers aim to sell domestically. 

International sales got off to a faster start with 
more than half of the targeted 320,000 seats sold. But 
now there’s concern that an increasingly belligerent 
North Korea, which has tested two ICBMs and its 
strongest ever nuclear bomb in recent weeks, might 
keep foreign fans away from Pyeongchang, a ski re¬ 
sort town about 50 miles south of the world’s most 
heavily armed border. 

South Korean organizers relaunched online ticket 
sales on Sept. 5 and hope for a late surge in domestic 
sales as the Games draw closer. Locals purchased 
nearly 17,000 tickets on the first two days of resumed 
sales. 

In a recent interview with The Associated Press, 
Lee Hee-beom, president of Pyeongchang’s organiz¬ 
ing committee, said the North is highly unlikely to 
cause problems during the Olympics because North 
Korean athletes could compete in the South. This is 
not yet clear, though. North Korea is traditionally 
weak at winter sports, though a figure skating pair 
has a chance to qualify, and organizers are looking to 
arrange special entries for North Korean athletes. 

Lee also linked his optimism about ticket sales 
to South Korean experience managing past global 
events, including the 1988 Summer Olympics in 
Seoul, three Asian Games and the 2002 World Cup 
soccer tournament. 

“This is a country that sold more than 8 million 
tickets even for the Expo 2012 in Yeosu,” said Lee, 68, 
a former Cabinet minister and corporate CEO. “We 



With five months to go before the start of the 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics, organizers are 
desperate to sell more tickets in a country where 
the Games have failed to dominate national 
conversation amid an upheaval in domestic politics 
and a torrent of North Korean missile launches. 

can definitely handle a million tickets.” 

Korean organizers have overcome construction 
delays, local conflicts over venues, and a slow pace 
in attracting domestic sponsorships. They must now 
figure out how to create genuine local excitement for 
the Games and boost ticket sales. 

The 1988 Olympics in Seoul were easier. Those 
Games marked South Korea’s arrival on the world 
stage as a growing industrial power and budding 
democracy. 

In what’s now the world’s llth-richest nation, 
there’s no longer an obvious public craving for the 
global attention brought by hosting a large sports 
event. There’s also worry over the huge cost of host¬ 
ing the Games and maintaining facilities that might 
go unused once the party leaves town. 

Or perhaps South Koreans, after a whirlwind past 
year, are simply too tired to be enthusiastic about the 
Olympics. Millions took to the streets last year and 
early this year over a corruption scandal that eventu¬ 
ally toppled the president from power and landed her 
in jail, where she remains during an ongoing trial. 

It also doesn’t help that South Korea has never re¬ 
ally had a strong winter sports culture, said Heejoon 
Chung, a sports science professor at Busan’s Dong-A 
University. 

“I don’t think there are many people who are will¬ 
ing to stay outdoors in the cold for hours to watch 
races on snow,” he said. 


US cities consider 
Winter Games bid 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

LIMA, Peru — There’s an out¬ 
side shot the United States won’t 
have to wait 11 years to host its 
next Olympics. 

It’s a longshot, but there’s talk 
in Salt Lake City, and even some 
in Denver, of a bid for the 2026 
Winter Games, which take place 
two years before the Summer 
Olympics return to Los Angeles. 

The same country hosting 
back-to-back Olympics hasn’t 
happened since before World 
War II, but as this round of bid¬ 
ding has shown, rules are made to 
be changed. 

Five people familiar with in¬ 
ternal discussions in both cities 
told The Associated Press that 
preliminary talks have taken 
place about what it would take 
to bring the Winter Games back 
to the United States for the first 
time since Salt Lake hosted in 
2002. None of the people wanted 
their names used because the 
discussions are preliminary, and 
because the U.S. Olympic Com¬ 
mittee wants to stay focused on 
the Los Angeles 2028 bid. 

“Salt Lake City would enjoy 
hosting the Games again,” said 
Fraser Bullock, a key player in 
Salt Lake City’s 2002 Olympics. 
“The focus at this point is on LA, 
as it should be.” 

On Wednesday, the Internation¬ 
al Olympic Committee will award 
the 2024 Summer Games to Paris 
and 2028 to Los Angeles. 

Both were in the running for 
2024. But realizing he had two 
top-tier candidates, IOC presi¬ 
dent Thomas Bach spearheaded 


a rules change to approve the 
awarding of the 2028 Games, as 
well. It helped prevent a poten¬ 
tially embarrassing bid process 
for those games. At the same 
time, Bach led a streamlining of 
the bid process for the 2026 Win¬ 
ter Games, in part to avoid an un¬ 
wanted repeat of the 2022 bidding 
when the only bidders were from 
China and Kazakhstan. 

The Salt Lake City Games were 
marred by a bidding scandal that 
resulted in several IOC members 
losing their positions for taking 
bribes. 

But with help of Mitt Romney 
and others, the Olympics were 
saved, while Salt Lake and Park 
City have stood as prime ex¬ 
amples of the sort of legacy that 
modern Olympics are supposed to 
leave in a region. There’s an eight- 
lane interstate running from the 
Salt Lake airport, which was up¬ 
graded for the Olympics, to Park 
City, which is the home of U.S. Ski 
and Snowboard. Park City is the 
host of key U.S. training centers 
for freestyle skiing, speedskating 
and cross country skiing. 

Overall, the area has hosted 
about 75 World Cup and world- 
championship events in winter 
sports since the Olympics closed 
there more than 15 years ago. 

Denver would have a steeper 
hill to climb. Although it’s bigger 
than Salt Lake City, the moun¬ 
tains are farther away, and more 
infrastructure would be needed. 

Denver also stands as the only 
city to once be awarded the Olym¬ 
pics — the 1976 Winter Games 
— only to turn them back after 
public opinion turned against 
hosting the event. 


Golf preview 

Acker shooting for three-peat; 
no clear favorite among boys 


By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

The four-week flurry of drives, chips and putts 
that is the 2017 DODEA Europe golf season opens 
Wednesday, exactly a month ahead of its final round 
of the fall. 

Golf is DODEA Europe’s shortest season and will 
be the first of the school year to crown champions. 
The European golf championships are set for Oct. 
12-13 at Wiesbaden’s Rheinblick Golf Course. 

As the season begins, the respective boys and 
girls golf fields could not be more different. 

Two-time defending champion Jasmin Acker of 
Kaiserslautern headlines the girls ranks. After nar¬ 
rowly winning her first title as a sophomore, Acker 
pulled far away on the leaderboard as a junior with 
a comfortable 11-stroke victory for her second 
straight European crown. 

Acker lost her primary nemesis over the summer 
with the exit of Leigha Daryanani, the former Bit- 
burg standout who memorably dueled Acker for the 
2015 title and finished a solid third last fall. 

But the reigning champ will face some measure 
of resistance from a solid field, including Sydney 


Smith, a Stuttgart senior and steady finals contend¬ 
er, and a contingent from Ramstein, the defending 
girls team champions. 

While Acker seems set to complete her three-year 
reign, the boys field is far less predictable. 

Stuttgart’s Jordan Holifield rounded out his im¬ 
pressive four-year sweep of the European title last 
fall with a dominant 22-point victory in the finals. 
His graduation means a new champion will be 
crowned, and that new champion might come from 
among the same group that was pursuing him in re¬ 
cent years. 

Wiesbaden has a strong core of returning varsity 
players looking to fuel a run at the boys team cham¬ 
pionship along with a potential individual winner. 
Junior Bryan Cortese returns after finishing sec¬ 
ond to Holifield last fall, while fellow junior Finn 
Swafford will take another swing after a fifth-place 
showing a year ago. 

Kaiserslautern’s Kaden Senkbeil has a chance to 
improve on his fourth-place showing in 2016, while 
Stuttgart senior Frank Whitworth will lead the Pan¬ 
thers’ bid to repeat as boys team champions. 

broome.gregory@stripes.com 
Twitter: @broomestripes 



Michael B. KELLER/Stars and Stripes 


Kaiserslautern’s Jasmin Acker chips a shot from a sand bunker 
during last year’s DODEA Europe golf championship at Rheinblick 
golf course in Wiesbaden, Germany. Acker has won the past two 
titles and is seeking her third this season. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 

Michigan defense 
scoring on its own 



Rod Aydelotte, Waco Tribune Herald/AP 


Baylor quarterback Arm Solomon is pulled down by UTSA linebacker Josiah Tauaefa on Saturday. UTSA 
won 17-10. Solomon was not sharp at all and will be replaced by Zach Smith on Saturday at Duke. 

Teams facing uncertainty at QB 



Abby Drey, Centre Daily Times/AP 


Pittsburgh QB Ben DiNucci gets sacked by Penn State’s Koa Farmer 
on Saturday. DiNucci replaced an ineffective Max Browne. 


By Larry Lage 

Associated. Press 

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — On de¬ 
fense, No. 7 Michigan has scored 
more points than it has given up. 

The Wolverines (2-0) have 
scored three touchdowns on de¬ 
fense, tying Texas for the most in 
the nation. They have allowed op¬ 
posing offenses to score just two 
TDs and a field goal. 

“I’m not aware of that, but that’s 
a good statistic that we’ll try to 
keep as long as possible,” defen¬ 
sive tackle Maurice Hurst said. 

It will be very difficult for a 
young and talented unit to main¬ 
tain that pace. 

Michigan hosts Air Force (1- 
0) on Saturday, a day the service 
academy will have had two weeks 
to prepare for since beating VMI 
62-0. 

The Falcons will bring their 
unique, triple-option offense to 
the Big House, where an attack¬ 
ing defense will aim to slow down 
another offense and perhaps 
score some more. 

Michigan limited then-No. 17 
Florida to only a field goal on of¬ 
fense in a 33-17 season-opening 
win. 

The Wolverines’ offense had a 
relatively lackluster showing in 
a 36-14 win over Cincinnati, but 
their defense did its part. Tyree 
Kinnel returned an interception 
28 yards for a score in the first 
quarter against the Bearcats and 
Lavert Hill’s 24-yard intercep¬ 
tion return for a TD in the fourth 
sealed the rout. 

Kinnel, a junior from Ohio, was 
named the Big Ten’s defensive 
player of the week. In addition to 
his interception for a touchdown, 
he led the team with nine tack¬ 
les, including the first sack of his 
career. 

Michigan returned only one 
starter from last year’s highly 
touted defense. It looks like a lot 
of talented players were pining 
for an opportunity, and they’re 
making the most of it. And when 
one of them gets their hands on 
the ball, they’re trying to take it 
to the house. 

“We work on it in practice,” Hill 
said. “Every time we get a fumble 
recovery or something, we just 



Air Force (1-0) 
at No. 7 Michigan (2-0) 

AFN-Sports 
6 p.m. Saturday CET 
1 a.m. SundayJKT 


pick it up and go to the end zone 
to get ready for Saturdays if that 
happens.” 

Michigan has kept teams off 
balance with defensive coordina¬ 
tor Don Brown orchestrating a 
scheme that has featured a three- 
man front with waves of blitzing 
linebackers in front of defensive 
backs fast enough to stay in one- 
on-one coverage. The defense has 
been able to shut down teams on 
the ground, ranking among the 
nation’s best by allowing less than 
40 yards rushing per game. That 
has allowed Brown to blitz, lead¬ 
ing to the team ranking among 
the best in college football with 
five sacks a game. 

Talent helps, too. 

Hurst anchors a defensive line 
that has Rashan Gary, a top-rated 
recruit in 2016, on the outside. 
Linebacker Devin Bush has filled 
in well for Heisman Trophy fi¬ 
nalist Jabrill Peppers, averag¬ 
ing nearly two tackles for losses 
a game. Even though teams have 
had to throw a lot, they’re still not 
picking up many yards by averag¬ 
ing 157 yards passing per game. 

“A lot goes to coach (Don) 
Brown and how he coaches the 
defense, just getting all the play- 
makers on the field at one time,” 
Hill said. “He coach pretty ag¬ 
gressive. He knows what he’s 
doing and you can see that on the 
field.” 

Jim Harbaugh sees it, too. The 
coach knows his defense won’t be 
able to outscore offenses all sea¬ 
son long, but he likes it so far. 

“It’s a good thing,” Harbaugh 
said. “Very good players and a 
good scheme. And, they work very 
hard at being good on defense.” 


By Eric Olson 

Associated Press 

Nothing raises the antennas of 
college football fans more than 
uncertainty at the quarterback 
position, and there’s plenty of that 
at about a half-dozen Power Five 
schools after the second week of 
the season. 

The most high-profile situation 
is Texas, which visits No. 4 South¬ 
ern California this week. The 
Longhorns don’t have an all-out 
controversy, mind you, but first- 
year coach Tom Herman does 
have a quandary. 

Shane Buechele, who has start¬ 
ed all 13 games in his career, 
still hasn’t recovered from the 
bruised shoulder he got against 
Maryland. First-time freshman 
starter Sam Ehlinger was more 
than solid in a 56-0 win against 
overmatched San Jose State on 
Saturday. Jerrod Heard, who 
moved from quarterback to re¬ 
ceiver last season, also took some 
snaps in short-yardage situation 
and in the red zone and ran for 
two touchdowns. 

Even if Buechele is healthy, 
Herman made clear it’s an open 
competition. 

“We’ve got to make sure that 
Shane can do everything he’s ca¬ 
pable of doing and doing it at an 
elite level before we throw him 
back in there because, A, you 
don’t want a setback from a health 
standpoint from him,” Herman 
said. “And, B, you don’t want the 
pride of getting him in to inhibit 
the offense’s production.” 

A look at some other tenuous 
quarterback situations: 

Baylor 

The Bears are 0-2 for the 
first time since 2003, and Ari¬ 
zona transfer Anu Solomon was 
not sharp at all in a 17-10 loss to 
Texas-San Antonio. Zach Smith 
started the last four games in 
2016 and put up good numbers, 
and first-year coach Matt Rhule 


announced Monday that Smith 
would start at Duke this week. 

Boston College 

Three interceptions got An¬ 
thony Brown the hook in the third 
quarter of a 34-10 loss to Wake 
Forest and Darius Wade finished 
up. Brown, a redshirt freshman, 
won the job in the preseason and 
was decent in a 23-20 opening win 
over Northern Illinois. He clearly 
has the greater upside compared 
with Wade, a backup since 2014. 
Coach Steve Addazio said Mon¬ 
day that Brown would start this 
week against Notre Dame. 

Kansas 

Peyton Bender beat out Carter 
Stanley in the preseason, and he 
won over FCS Southeast Missouri 
State in the opener. But Bender 
had difficulty handling Central 
Michigan’s pressure in a 45-27 
loss, needed a school-record 62 
attempts to complete 32 passes 
for 323 yards, and he threw two 
interceptions that led to CMU 
touchdowns. 


Pittsburgh 

Coach Pat Narduzzi said Max 
Browne is still his starter after a 
33-14 loss to Penn State, but the 
firmness of Browne’s grip on 
the job is unknown. Browne was 
picked off twice and victimized 
by dropped passes. Ben DiNucci 
ran for a 3-yard TD on his only 
play of a series after Browne got 
his helmet knocked off, and he 
was in for Pitt’s final possession 
and was 5-for-9 for 49 yards. Nar¬ 
duzzi said DiNucci gave the Pan¬ 
thers a spark. 

Texas A&M 

Nick Starkel broke his ankle 
in the opener against UCLA and 
might be out the rest of the sea¬ 
son. Freshman Kellen Mond 
started against Nicholls State 
and was replaced in the second 
half by senior Jake Hubenak, 
who threw for two touchdowns 
and helped the Aggies win 24-20. 
Coach Kevin Sumlin said the QB 
situation is still sorting itself out. 
Who starts against Louisiana this 
week is anyone’s guess. 



Tony Ding/AP 


Michigan defensive back Lavert Hill returns an interception for a 
touchdown in the fourth quarter against Cincinnati on Saturday. 
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SPORTS BRIEFS/NFL 


Briefly 

49ers’ Foster could miss time 

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — The 49ers 
could be without promising rookie line¬ 
backer Reuben Foster for multiple games 
after he suffered a high ankle sprain in 
his debut against the Panthers, coach Kyle 
Shanahan said. 

“We’ll put him in a boot here for a little 
bit,” said Shanahan. “Those tend to be a 
month, a little more. I can’t exactly put a 
date on it, but that’s my experience with 
high ankle sprains.” 

Foster had to be carted off the field fol¬ 
lowing his 11th snap as a pro when his 
right ankle twisted underneath him as he 
tried to tackle fellow rookie Christian Mc¬ 
Caffrey late in the first quarter. Foster, to 
that point, was sparking San Francisco’s 
defense with three tackles, including one 
for a loss, and a near interception of Cam 
Newton. 

Foster underwent X-rays that came back 
negative. He walked back to the sideline 
and tried to make his case to the training 
staff to return, but was held out. 

In other NFL news: 

■ The New England Patriots are re¬ 
placing their artificial turf field after just 
one regular-season game because of what 
some players said was a surface with too 
much give. 

Since it was installed in May, the field 
also has been used by the New England 
Revolution. 

ESPN first reported the decision. On 
Monday, the playing surface at Gillette 
Stadium was bare and the tunnel where 
the players come out was filled with hun¬ 
dreds of bags of small rubber pellets used 
to mimic the feel of a natural grass field. 

■ The Jacksonville Jaguars have con¬ 
firmed that receiver Allen Robinson will 
miss the rest of the season with a knee 
injury. 

Robinson tore the anterior cruciate liga¬ 
ment in his left knee in the season opener 
at Houston on Sunday. 

■ Chicago wide receiver Kevin White 
suffered a broken collarbone against the 
Atlanta Falcons and will go on injured re¬ 
serve for the third straight season. 

The Bears are not calling it a season¬ 
ending injury because they have the option 
of activating players on injured reserve 
later if they’ve healed. 



Alex Gallardo, left, and David J. Phillip, right/AP 

The Colts pulled Scott Tolzien, left, in the fourth quarter of Sunday’s 46-9 loss to the Rams while the Texans turned to rookie 
DeShaun Watson, right, at halftime of their 29-7 loss to the Jaguars. Both teams are trying to settle on a quarterback for Week 2. 


Quarterback quandary 


Colts consider change; Texans undecided 


By Michael Marot 

Associated Press 


By Kristie Rieken 

Associated Press 


MLB’s season opens March 29 

NEW YORK — The 2018 Major League 
Baseball season will begin on March 29, 
the earliest start in the sport’s history ex¬ 
cluding international openers. 

All teams will play on Opening Day for 
the first time since 1968, the last year be¬ 
fore the American and National Leagues 
split into divisions, the commissioner’s of¬ 
fice said Tuesday. 

As part of the sport’s new labor contract, 
each team’s 162 games were scheduled 
over 186 days, up from 183. The change 
was made to create more off days. 

Previously, the earliest start except for 
international games was March 30 in 2003, 
2008 and 2014. This will be just the 12th 
season to start on a Thursday following 
1901-04, 1907, 1912, 1959, 1973-74, 1976 
and 2011. 

Pittsburgh at Detroit is the lone inter¬ 
league opener. The AL schedule has Min¬ 
nesota at Baltimore, the Chicago White Sox 
at Kansas City, the Los Angeles Angels at 
Oakland, Cleveland at Seattle, Houston at 
Texas, Boston at Tampa Bay and the New 
York Yankees at Toronto. 

The NL schedule has Colorado at Ari¬ 
zona, Philadelphia at Atlanta, Washington 
at Cincinnati, San Francisco at the Los An¬ 
geles Dodgers, the Chicago Cubs at Miami, 
St. Louis at the New York Mets and Mil¬ 
waukee at San Diego. 

— Associated Press 


Indianapolis Colts coach Chuck Pagano kept replaying the sea¬ 
son-opening rout in his mind Sunday night. 

Eventually, he went to the game tape, looking for something 
to soothe the embarrassment of a 46-9 loss to the Los Angeles 
Rams. 

Nothing worked. 

Less than 24 hours after watching his team self-destruct, Pa¬ 
gano returned to the team complex with no new information about 
Andrew Luck’s expected return, a full-fledged quarterback con¬ 
troversy raging among the fan base and a different perspective 
about the possibility of a quarterback switch. 

“It’s something that we’ll discuss later tonight and into tomor¬ 
row as we game plan,” Pagano said Monday. 

“We’ve got to do what’s best for the football team and what gives 
us the best chance to move the ball and put points on the board.” 

Now as Luck continues to recover from offseason surgery on his 
throwing shoulder and general manager Chris Ballard still urg¬ 
ing caution about rushing Luck back, some worry it could be deja 
vu. 

Scott Tolzien did nothing to assuage the growing concerns 
Sunday. 

He went 9-for-18 for 128 yards with no touchdowns and two in¬ 
terceptions — both returned for scores. 

In fact, Tolzien probably would have thrown a third pick-six if 
receiver Donte Moncrief hadn’t broken up the pass by grabbing 
the facemask of Rams defensive back Nickell Robey-Coleman. 

The combination of mistakes and the blowout finally prompted 
Pagano to pull Tolzien in the fourth quarter to give newcomer Ja¬ 
coby Brissett a shot. Brissett was acquired in a trade with New 
England on Sept. 2 and spent most of last week trying to learn the 
playbook. 

Still, Brissett wound up going 2-for-3 for 51 yards with no turn¬ 
overs. And it was a good enough performance to instigate a debate 
over whether Tolzien, who is 0-3-1 as an NFL starter, should be 
benched for this weekend’s home opener against the Cardinals. 


HOUSTON — The Texans quarterback situation remained un¬ 
settled Monday with just three days remaining until they face the 
Cincinnati Bengals on Thursday night. 

Coach Bill O’Brien benched Tom Savage for rookie Deshaun 
Watson at halftime of Houston’s 29-7 loss to the Jaguars on 
Sunday. 

On Monday O’Brien said he hadn’t decided who will start 
against the Bengals yet. 

“You guys have to give me some time here,” he said. “Look, I 
haven’t even met with the players yet... we’re going to do what’s 
best for the team.” 

O’Brien pulled Savage after he lost two fumbles — one that was 
returned for a touchdown — and threw for just 62 yards as the 
Jaguars built a 19-0 lead by halftime. 

Watson led the Texans to their only touchdown on his first drive, 
but lost a fumble and threw an interception after that as Houston 
failed to score again. 

Houston’s quarterback woes are the latest in years of problems 
at the position. Watson is the ninth quarterback to play for Hous¬ 
ton in the past five years as the team has struggled to find a con¬ 
sistent signal caller. 

They signed Brock Osweiler to a $72 million contract before last 
season, but he was benched late in the season and traded to Cleve¬ 
land in March. 

Savage spent all of camp as Houston’s starter despite the team 
trading up 13 spots to draft Watson with the 12th overall pick in 
this year’s draft. 

Watson, who led Clemson to a national title last season, was 12- 
for-23 for 102 yards and had two carries for 16 yards on Sunday. 

Whether Watson or Savage starts on Thursday, the Texans will 
have to find a way to protect the quarterback better. 

The line was terrible on Saturday, giving up 10 sacks, without 
veteran left tackle Duane Brown, who is holding out. It was also 
the first career game for center Nick Martin, who missed all of his 
rookie season in 2016 with an injury. 
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Cards RB Johnson 
dislocates wrist 



Jack Dempsey/AP 


Denver Broncos outside linebacker Shaquil Barrett (48), cornerback Aqib Talib (21) and inside 
linebacker Zaire Anderson (50) run off the field Monday night with one second left on the clock after a 
blocked field goal attempt secured their 24-21 win over the Chargers. 

Blocked FG saves Broncos 


By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

DENVER — The rookie head 
coach iced the rookie kicker. 

Shelby Harris got a hand on 
Younghoe Koo’s 44-yard game- 
tying field goal try with a sec¬ 
ond left and the Denver Broncos 
began the Vance Joseph era with 
a 24-21 win over the Los Angeles 
Chargers on Monday night. 

“It was a little too exciting,” 
Von Miller said after presenting 
Joseph with the game ball in the 
jubilant locker room. “But a win 
is a win.” 

Koo nailed the kick moments 
earlier, but Joseph had called a 
timeout to ice the kicker. 

“I had two timeouts and I 
wasn’t going to leave with those 
in my pocket,” Joseph said. 

Derek Wolfe had bull-rushed 
the first field goal and told Har¬ 
ris, a third-year journeyman who 
made the team largely because 
of a rash of injuries along the D- 
line, that he’d get a chance to slice 
through this time because the 
guard would lean his way. 

Sure enough, Harris got his 
right hand on the ball, which frit¬ 
tered short of the end zone as the 
Chargers looked on in dismay and 
the Broncos dog-piled Harris. 

“It’s too bad because Koo 
drilled the first one,” Chargers 
quarterback Philip Rivers said. 
“And they called timeout and I 
think he drilled the second one, 
too. At least, that’s what it looked 
like to me because it was going 
right down the middle. And I 
think if we get to OT, we would 
have finished it off, but we didn’t 
get that chance.” 

Harris got the start only be¬ 
cause Jared Crick and Zach Kerr 
were out with injuries. 

The ending was reminiscent of 
last year’s opener in Denver, when 
the Broncos escaped with a 21-20 
win over the Carolina Panthers 
in a Super Bowl 50 reunion when 


Graham Gano missed a 50-yard 
field goal with 4 seconds left. 

Denver took a 24-7 lead into the 
fourth quarter in this opener and 
the Broncos were feeling pretty 
good. And why not? The Char¬ 
gers were 1-155 in their history 
when trailing by 17 or more in 
the fourth quarter and Denver 
was 175-0-1 with a fourth-quarter 
lead of 17 or more. 

Then came a nightmarish eight- 
minute stretch in which they had 
two turnovers that were convert¬ 
ed into touchdowns, a missed field 
goal and a punt. 

“The game was in firm con¬ 
trol for about three quarters and 
we felt good but you turn the ball 
over twice on the short side of the 
50, it’s going to be a problem with 
Philip Rivers,” Joseph said. 

Before those fourth-quarter 
foibles, Trevor Siemian threw 
two TD passes to Bennie Fowler 
and ran for another score. 

The Broncos held Rivers to 
115 yards passing through three 
quarters but let him engineer a 
comeback when Siemian threw an 
interception and Jamaal Charles 
fumbled on plays that were up¬ 
held despite video evidence that 
had the crowd of 76,324 con¬ 
vinced they should have been 
overturned. 

Rivers threw touchdown passes 
to Keenan Allen and Travis Ben¬ 
jamin following the takeaways to 
make it 24-21. 

Back-to-back sacks of Siemian 
set up a 50-yard field goal try that 
McManus pushed wide right, giv¬ 
ing L.A. the ball at its 40-yard 
line trailing by three. 

But Koo’s miss loomed larger 
in the final seconds. 

Denver’s dominance: The 
Broncos led 14-7 at halftime after 
Siemian threw a 5-yard scoring 
pass to Fowler and scored on a 1- 
yard keeper. 

Los Angeles’ only touchdown 
drive was aided by a 40-yard pass 
interference call on cornerback 


Bradley Roby before Rivers hit 
running back Melvin Gordon for 
an 11-yard touchdown toss. Safety 
Justin Simmons hit Gordon at the 
2, but he just somersaulted across 
the goal line. 

Rivers stayed away from the 
All-Pro tandem of Aqib Talib 
and Chris Harris Jr., instead tar¬ 
geting Roby and safeties Darian 
Stewart and Simmons. 

Roby atoned for his crucial pen¬ 
alty with an interception in the 
third quarter on a pass intended 
for Allen. That led to Siemian’s 6- 
yard TD toss to Fowler that made 
it 21-7. 

McManus kicked a 20-yard 
field goal on the last play of the 
third quarter, capping a 78-yard 
drive that ate up 8 minutes, 16 
seconds. 

Historic opener: The game 
presented landmarks on the foot¬ 
ball field, along the sidelines and 
in the broadcast booth . 

Not since 1960 had the Char¬ 
gers represented L. A., where they 
played their inaugural season be¬ 
fore bolting to San Diego. 

Beth Mowins became the first 
woman to call an NFL regular 
season game since NBC’s Gayle 
Sierens in 1987 when she handled 
play-by-play on the doubleheader 
nightcap alongside Rex Ryan, 
who made his debut as an ESPN 
analyst. 

With Anthony Lynn also mak¬ 
ing his head coaching debut, this 
marked the first time two black 
head coaches worked their first 
NFL game against each other. 

McManus’s millions: McMa¬ 
nus was the last restricted free 
agent to sign his tender this sum¬ 
mer, waiting until June 15 to 
put his signature on a one-year, 
$2.75 million deal after making 
$600,000 last season. He did it 
in hopes of getting a long-term 
deal, which he finally got Monday 
just hours before kickoff when he 
agreed to a three-year extension 
worth $11.25 million. 


By Bob Baum 

Associated Press 

TEMPE, Ariz. — The Arizona 
Cardinals lost way more than a 
game in their season opener in 
Detroit. 

Star running back David John¬ 
son dislocated a wrist, Cardinals 
coach Bruce Arians said, and 
probably will require surgery. 

Arians said Johnson is seeking 
a second opinion. If the original 
prognosis is confirmed, the in¬ 
jury is the same as the one that 
sidelined rookie T. J. Logan in the 
preseason. 

While he didn’t give a timetable 
for Johnson, Arians said Logan is 
expected out eight to 12 weeks. 

“It’s always a huge blow to lose 
a top player but it’s not the end 
of the world,” Arians said at his 
Monday news conference. “We’ve 
got quality guys on our team. It’s 
an opportunity for somebody to 
step up. David Johnson became 
David Johnson because of some¬ 
body’s injury.” 

Arians was referring to John¬ 
son’s rookie season, when David 
took over as starter when Chris 
Johnson went down with a knee 
injury. 

David Johnson likely is headed 
for injured reserve, not necessar¬ 
ily for the season but maybe for 
most of it. NFL rules allow up to 
two players to be brought back 
from IR. 

“There’s some big shoes for 
somebody to step into,” right tack¬ 
le Jared Veldheer said. “We need 
good running backs in our system, 
so we need somebody to step up.” 


FROM BACK PAGE 

McCaffrey’s mere presence on 
the field not only gave quarter¬ 
back Cam Newton a much-need¬ 
ed safety valve, but also opened 
things up for others players. 

That was never more evident 
than in the third quarter when 
McCaffrey drew two defenders to 
his side of the field on a pass play, 
allowing Stewart to work under¬ 
neath the coverage and score on a 
9-yard TD reception. 

“He’s an explosive type player 
and he has great quicks and foot¬ 
ball savvy,” Rivera said. “You also 
see sometimes where even when 
you don’t give him the ball you 
see the benefits of having him on 
the field. ... Those are the things 
he helps creates for his team¬ 
mates and I think as [opponents] 
recognize it and see there are 
things they have to do to handle 
him I think it will open up more 
things for his teammates.” 

Along with the backfield, Mc¬ 
Caffrey also lined up in the slot 
and out wide. 

“He’s just so much fun to 
watch,” offensive coordinator 
Mike Shula said. “You can do dif¬ 
ferent things with him. He’s so 
smart and so instinctive. He’s just 
scratching the surface.” 


Arians said Monday the injury 
occurred late in the third quarter 
of Sunday’s 35-23 loss at Detroit, 
when Johnson was hit hard after 
a catch at the Lions’ 3-yard line. 
The next and final time Johnson 
touched the ball, he fumbled at 
the Cardinals’ 10-yard line. 

Kerwynn Williams and Andre 
Ellington are the primary run¬ 
ning backs in Johnson’s absence. 
Ellington said the team didn’t 
know Johnson hurt his wrist on 
the big catch. 

“We thought he had the wind 
knocked out of him, but we could 
tell something was wrong because 
he wasn’t really holding the ball 
the same,” Ellington said. “Later 
I found out it was his wrist, didn’t 
think it was that bad. Still don’t 
really know exactly what’s going 
on but it looks like I have to step 
up, Kerwynn has to step up.” 

David Johnson was All-Pro at 
the newly created “flex” position 
last season and was second-team 
All-Pro at running back. 

So big things were expected of 
him in this, his third, NFL sea¬ 
son. He was on the cover of Sports 
Illustrated’s season preview after 
leading the league in yards from 
scrimmage and touchdowns last 
season. Johnson was a favorite No. 
1 pick for fantasy football fans. 

He had set a goal of becom¬ 
ing the third player in NFL his¬ 
tory with 1,000 yards rushing 
and 1,000 yards receiving in the 
same season. Johnson set an NFL 
record last season with 100 yards 
from scrimmage in each of the 
first 15 games of a season. 


McCaffrey saw more action 
than Stewart in the first half. 

“We talked in the offseason a lot 
about teams trying to take away 
Greg (Olsen) or Kelvin (Benja¬ 
min),” Shula said. “So if they do 
that then we feel like he can be 
a guy who gets some matchups 
underneath in shorter areas or if 
teams are playing soft zones then 
you can give him the ball in space. 
I think with him being a factor 
like that it will be helpful for Cam 
but also those other guys.” 

McCaffrey wasn’t perfect. He 
was stripped of the ball after re¬ 
versing directions and fumbled. 

“It happens, but it can’t hap¬ 
pen,” McCaffrey said after the 
game. “I tried to cover it up but 
the guy made a good play. Com¬ 
ing back, you’ve got to respond.” 

He and Stewart helped the Pan¬ 
thers run nearly nine minutes off 
the clock with a lengthy fourth 
quarter drive. Rivera said mov¬ 
ing forward he hopes to get both 
backs about 14 to 18 touches per 
game on offense. 

“There were a lot of good 
things we did with Christian,” Ri¬ 
vera said. “We know he can be a 
big part of what we do offensively. 
There are a lot of things we can 
do with him.” 


Toy: Panthers excited about 
potential with RB McCaffrey 
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American Conference 

East 

W L T Pet PF PA 

Buffalo 1 0 0 1.000 21 12 

Miami 0 0 0 .000 0 0 

New England 0 1 0 .000 27 42 

N.Y.JetS 0 1 0 .000 12 21 

South 

Jacksonville 1 0 0 1.000 29 7 

Tennessee 0 1 0 .000 16 26 

Houston 0 1 0 .000 7 29 

Indianapolis 0 1 0 .000 9 46 

North 

Baltimore 1 0 0 1.000 20 0 

Pittsburgh 1 0 0 1.000 21 18 

Cleveland 0 1 0 .000 18 21 

Cincinnati 0 1 0 .000 0 20 

West 

Denver 1 0 0 1.000 24 21 

Oakland 1 0 0 1.000 26 16 

Kansas City 1 0 0 1.000 42 27 

L.A. Chargers 0 1 0 .000 21 24 

National Conference 

East 

W L T Pet PF PA 

Philadelphia 1 0 0 1.000 30 17 

Dallas 1 0 0 1.000 19 3 

N.Y. Giants 0 1 0 .000 3 19 

Washington 0 1 0 .000 17 30 

South 

Carolina 1 0 0 1.000 23 3 

Atlanta 1 0 0 1.000 23 17 

Tampa Bay 0 0 0 .000 0 0 

New Orleans 0 1 0 .000 19 29 

North 

Detroit 1 0 0 1.000 35 23 

Minnesota 1 0 0 1.000 29 19 

Green Bay 1 0 0 1.000 17 9 

Chicago 0 1 0 .000 17 23 

West 

L.A. Rams 1 0 0 1.000 46 9 

Seattle 0 1 0 .000 9 17 

Arizona 0 1 0 .000 23 35 

San Francisco 0 1 0 .000 3 23 

Thursday’s game 
Kansas City 42, New England 27 
Sunday’s games 
Atlanta 23, Chicago 17 
Buffalo 21, N.Y Jets 12 
Baltimore 20, Cincinnati 0 
Pittsburgh 21, Cleveland 18 
Oakland 26, Tennessee 16 
Jacksonville 29, Houston 7 
Philadelphia 30, Washington 17 
Detroit 35, Arizona 23 
L.A. Rams 46, Indianapolis 9 
Carolina 23, San Francisco 3 
Green Bay 17, Seattle 9 
Dallas 19, N.Y. Giants 3 
Open: Tampa Bay, Miami 
Monday’s games 
Minnesota 29, New Orleans 19 
Denver 24, L.A. Chargers 21 
Thursday, Sep. 14 
Houston at Cincinnati 

Sunday, Sep. 17 
Philadelphia at Kansas City 
Arizona at Indianapolis 
Minnesota at Pittsburgh 
Cleveland at Baltimore 
New England at New Orleans 
Chicago at Tampa Bay 
Buffalo at Carolina 
Tennessee at Jacksonville 
N.Y. Jets at Oakland 
Miami at L.A. Chargers 
San Francisco at Seattle 
Washington at L.A. Rams 
Dallas at Denver 
Green Bay at Atlanta 

Monday, Sep. 18 
Detroit at N.Y. Giants 


Sept. 24 — Baltimore vs. Jacksonville 
at London. 

Oct. 1 — New Orleans vs. Miami at 
London. 

Oct. 17-18 — Fall meetings in New 
York. 

Oct. 22 — Arizona vs. Los Angeles 
Rams at London. 

Oct. 29 — Minnesota vs. Cleveland at 
London. 

Oct. 31 — Trade deadline. 

Nov. 19 — New England vs. Oakland at 
Mexico City. 

Dec. 31 — Regular season ends. 


Monday 

Vikings 29, Saints 19 

New Orleans 3 3 3 10-19 

Minnesota 3 13 3 10-29 

First Quarter 

NO-FG Lutz 43, 8:21. 

Min—FG Forbath 24, 1:01. 

Second Quarter 
NO-FG Lutz 21, 5:26. 

Min—Diggs 18 pass from Bradford 
(Forbath kick), 4:08. 

Min—Diggs 2 pass from Bradford (kick 
failed), :03. 

Third Quarter 

Min-FG Forbath 32, 11:07. 

NO-FG Lutz 24, 2:43. 

Fourth Quarter 

Min—Rudolph 15 pass from Bradford 
(Forbath kick), 12:52. 

NO-FG Lutz 20, 7:49. 

Min-FG Forbath 45, 4:00. 

NO—Fleener 8 pass from Brees (Lutz 
kick), 1:56. 


NO 


Min 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 344 470 

Rushes-yards 21-60 30-129 

Passing 284 341 

Punt Returns 1-0 2-11 

Kickoff Returns 3-57 4-108 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 27-37-0 27-32-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 1-7 1-5 

Punts 3-57.0 2-43.5 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 6-52 5-50 

Time of Possession 28:44 31:16 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing: New Orleans, Peterson 6-18, 
Kamara 7-18, Ingram 6-17, Ginn 1-5, Kuhn 
1-2. Minnesota, Cook 22-127, Murray 2- 
6, McKinnon 3-5, Bradford 2-(minus 3), 
Diggs l-(minus 6). 

Passing: New Orleans, Brees 27-37-0- 
291. Minnesota, Bradford 27-32-0-346. 

Receiving: New Orleans, Ingram 5-54, 
Fleener 5-54, Thomas 5-45, Ginn 4-53, 
Kamara 4-20, Lewis 2-52, Coleman 2-13. 
Minnesota, Thielen 9-157, Diggs 7-93, 
McKinnon 3-32, Rudolph 3-26, Cook 3-10, 
Wright 1-21, Treadwell 1-7. 

Missed field goals: None. 

Broncos 24, Chargers 21 

L.A. Chargers 0 7 0 14-21 

Denver 7 7 10 0-24 

First Quarter 

Den—Fowler 5 pass from Siemian (Mc¬ 
Manus kick), 4:50. 

Second Quarter 

LAC—Gordon 11 pass from Rivers (Koo 
kick), 14:55. 

Den—Siemian 1 run (McManus kick), 
5:27. 

Third Quarter 

Den—Fowler 6 pass from Siemian (Mc¬ 
Manus kick), 10:27. 

Den—FG McManus 20, :00. 

Fourth Quarter 

LAC—Allen 5 pass from Rivers (Koo 
kick), 8:10. 

LAC—Benjamin 38 pass from Rivers 
(Koo kick), 7:00. 

A—76,324. 


LAC 




First downs 
Total Net Yards 249 321 

Rushes-yards 22-64 36-140 

Passing 185 181 

Punt Returns l-(minus 3) 3-48 

Kickoff Returns 0-0 1-36 

Interceptions Ret. 1-4 1-0 

Comp-Att-Int 22-33-1 17-28-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 1-7 4-38 

Punts 5-46.0 3-48.0 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-1 

Penalties-Yards 4-40 3-62 

Time of Possession 25:47 34:13 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing: Los Angeles, Gordon 18-54, 
Oliver 4-10. Denver, C.Anderson 20-81, 
Charles 10-40, Siemian 6-19. 

Passing: Los Angeles, Rivers 22-33-1- 
192. Denver, Siemian 17-28-1-219. 

Receiving: Los Angeles, Ty.Williams 
5-54, Allen 5-35, Gordon 5-25, Benjamin 
3-43, Ekeler 2-18, Gates 2-17. Denver, 
Thomas 5-67, Derby 3-34, Sanders 3-26, 
Fowler 3-21, Green 1-44, Heuerman 1-20, 
C.Anderson 1-7. 

Missed field goals: Denver, McManus 
50. 



Bruce Kluckhohn/AP 


New Orleans Saints running back Adrian Peterson, left, talks with 
former teammate Anthony Barr after Monday’s game in Minneapolis. 



Jim Mone/AP 


Vikings running back Dalvin Cook, left, runs from New Orleans Saints linebacker AJ. Klein during the 
first half of Monday’s game in Minneapolis. Cook finished with 127 yards on 22 carries. 


Cook upstages Peterson 
as Vikings defeat Saints 


By Dave Campbell 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Adrian Peterson spent more 
time watching from the sideline in his return to 
Minnesota than romping around the field, an intro¬ 
ductory performance for New Orleans that became 
an afterthought once the Saints fell behind. 

With Dalvin Cook patiently waiting for space and 
bursting around the edge, the Vikings formally 
turned the page in the backfield with promising 
results. 

Sam Bradford started his second year with Min¬ 
nesota in style, passing for 346 yards and three 
touchdowns in a 29-19 victory on Monday night by 
the Vikings that spoiled Peterson’s first game with 
the Saints. 

“I really didn’t know what to expect coming in,” 
said Peterson, who spent 10 seasons with the Vikings 
while winning a league MVP award and becoming 
their all-time leading rusher by nearly 5,000 yards. 
“We talked about running the ball a little more and 
for whatever reason got away from it. That’s how the 
game played out.” 

Booed by the crowd upon his first couple of men¬ 
tions by the public address announcer, Peterson 
was limited to six carries and 18 yards in equal time 
with Mark Ingram and Alvin Kamara. The other 
members of the committee are more valuable in the 
passing game, though, so Peterson was hardly used 
after halftime. He was seen on camera at one point 
yelling at coach Sean Payton, a confrontation Peter¬ 
son played down afterward. 

“Listen, I’d tell you if we were in a heated ex¬ 
change,” Payton said, “so why don’t you ask him?” 

Peterson pinned his frustration on play calling 
that strayed from running inside, not at Payton for 
minimizing his use. 

“There is no conflict. Let’s not try to spin it like 
there is,” Peterson said. “I’ve got a lot of respect for 
coach Payton and his offense. He’s a great mind. 
We’re going to learn from this.” 

Here some other key angles that emerged from 
the game: 

Home Cook-ing 

The Vikings drafted Cook in the second round to 
fit their new zone-blocking scheme with a diverse 
skill set that could serve them well on passing 


downs, a snapshot of the evolution of the ideal NFL 
running back that Peterson was when he entered 
the league 10 years ago with his unique blend of 
power and speed. Though Cook hobbled a couple of 
the five passes thrown his way, he turned 25 touches 
into 137 total yards. 

The first Vikings rookie to start at running back 
since Michael Bennett in 2001, Cook carried the 
ball 22 times for 127 yards. He had 14 attempts for 
105 yards in the second half to help the Vikings salt 
away the clock. His 33-yard scamper around right 
end on the first play of the fourth quarter would’ve 
been the team’s second-longest rush last season, 
and his total for the game bested the 2016 individual 
high for the Vikings by 36 yards. 

“They took a chance on me, bringing me into this 
organization, so it’s important for me to come out 
here and compete for those guys,” Cook said. “You 
know A.P was phenomenal for this organization, so 
you can’t put nothing past him, but you know I’m 
here now and I’m just trying to help this team win.” 

The two spoke afterward, their first meeting. 

“He just told me, ‘Keep ballin’ man,’ and I told 
him, ‘I’m just following the G.O.A.T. footsteps,” 
Cook said, using acronym slang for the “greatest of 
all time.” 

Slinging Sammy 

Bradford set the NFL record for completion 
percentage last season, his accuracy aided by the 
volume of short passes under frequently heavy pres¬ 
sure, but with protection from the rush he showed 
again he can throw the ball down the field with the 
best of them. 

Stefon Diggs had seven receptions for 93 yards, 
two for scores and all in the first half. Adam Thiel¬ 
en racked up 157 yards on nine catches. Kyle Ru¬ 
dolph had a touchdown reception, too. With sharp 
play calling by offensive coordinator Pat Shurmur 
and some fruitful checks at the line of scrimmage 
by Bradford, an offense that often lacked a punch 
last year behind a leaky offensive line was in prime 
form against a renovated Saints defense. 

The normally low-key Bradford even let loose a 
little with his celebrations. 

“Anytime you start the season, there’s a lot of 
emotions built up inside of you,” Bradford said. “I 
think there’s a lot of excitement to go out there and 
play.” 
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Arenado 
helps lift 
Rockies 

Associated. Press 

PHOENIX — In a game with a 
postseason feel between two play¬ 
off contenders, Nolan Arenado let 
his bat do most of the talking. 

Arenado’s tie-breaking three- 
run home run in the eighth inning 
powered the Colorado Rockies to 
a 5-4 win over the Arizona Dia¬ 
mondbacks on Monday night. 

Arenado circled the bases, 
celebrated with teammates and 
exchanged some words with a 
heckling fan near the dugout. 

“There was a guy, he didn’t stop 
talking the whole game. That was 
a pretty long game,” Arenado said. 
“It is what it is. It was cool, man. It 
was fine, and he got me fired up, 
and lucky I was able to tell him to 
be quiet there for a second.” 

The Rockies took the first game 
of a key four-game series between 
the National League wild-card 
leader, Arizona, and second-place 
Colorado. The Rockies moved 
four games behind the Diamond- 
backs and 3 Vi ahead of St. Louis 
for the second wild card slot. 

Arenado drove in four runs 
with a double and his 33rd home 
run of the season, and the Rock¬ 
ies won their seventh straight 
road game and fifth overall. 

Yankees 5, Rays 1: In the start 
of a series moved from Florida to 
Citi Field because of Hurricane 
Irma, Todd Frazier capitalized 
on Trevor Plouffe’s two-out error 
with a three-run homer in a five- 
run fourth inning that led New 
York over Tampa Bay. 

Rangers 5, Mariners 3: Delino 
DeShields homered after taking a 
speedier trip around the bases for 
an earlier run as host Texas beat 
Seattle in the opener of a four- 
game series matching teams still 
hoping to get an AL wild card. 

Cole Hamels (10-3) struck out 
seven in six innings to win for the 
first time in his last four starts. 

Blue Jays 4, Orioles 3: Ryan 
Goins hit a solo home run, Marco 
Estrada won his third straight 
decision and host Toronto beat 
slumping Baltimore. 

Darwin Barney had two hits 
and an RBI as the Blue Jays won 
their third straight and handed 
the Orioles their fifth consecutive 
defeat. 

Pirates 7, Brewers 0: Steven 
Brault and four relievers com¬ 
bined on a three-hitter to lift 
Pittsburgh over host Milwaukee. 

White Sox 11, Royals 3: Jose 
Abreu had four hits, Adam Engel 
hit a three-run homer and visiting 
Chicago pounded Kansas City. 

Abreu, who hit for the cycle 
Saturday and had two home runs 
Sunday, drove in two and scored 
once while raising his average to 
.306. He was a homer shy of an¬ 
other cycle. 


American League 

East Division 

W L Pet 

Boston 81 62 

New York 78 65 

Baltimore 71 73 

Tampa Bay 71 74 

Toronto 67 77 

Central Division 
Cleveland 88 56 

Minnesota 74 69 

Kansas City 71 72 

Detroit 60 83 

Chicago 57 86 

West Division 
Houston 86 57 

Los Angeles 73 70 

Texas 72 71 

Seattle 71 73 

Oakland 63 80 

National League 

East Division 

W L Pc 

x-Washington 88 55 -fill 

Miami 68 75 

Atlanta 64 78 

New York 63 80 

Philadelphia 54 89 

Central Division 
77 66 

75 68 


13'A 

16'A 

27'A 

30'/ 2 


Chicago 
St. Louis 
Milwaukee 
Pittsburgh 
Cincinnati 


75 


524 2 

521 2'A 


431 15’A 


451 27 


68 77 

62 82 
West Division 

Los Angeles 92 52 

Arizona 83 61 

Colorado 79 65 

San Diego 65 79 

San Francisco 57 89 

x-clinched division 

Monday’s games 
Toronto 4, Baltimore 3 
Cleveland 11, Detroit 0 
N.Y. Yankees 5, Tampa Bay 1 
Texas 5, Seattle 3 

Chicago White Sox 11, Kansas City 3 
Pittsburgh 7, Milwaukee 0 
Colorado 5, Arizona 4 
San Francisco 8, L.A. Dodgers 6 
Tuesday’s games 
Chicago White Sox at Kansas City 
Baltimore at Toronto 
Detroit at Cleveland 
N.Y. Yankees vs. Tampa Bay 
Oakland at Boston 
Seattle at Texas 
San Diego at Minnesota 
Houston at L.A. Angels 
Atlanta at Washington 
Miami at Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh at Milwaukee 
N.Y. Mets at Chicago Cubs 
Cincinnati at St. Louis 
Colorado at Arizona 
L.A. Dodgers at San Francisco 
Wednesday's games 
Detroit (Farmer 4-2) at Cleveland 
(Clevinger 9-5) 

N.Y. Yankees (Garcia 5-9) vs. Tampa 
Bay (Archer 9-9) at Citi Field 

Chicago White Sox (Giolito 2-2) at 
Kansas City (Kennedy 4-11) 

Baltimore (Bundy 13-9) at Toronto 
(Stroman 11-7) 

Oakland (Cotton 7-10) at Boston (Fis- 
ter 5-7) 

Seattle (Leake 9-12) at Texas (Perez 
12-10) 

San Diego (Lamet 7-7) at Minnesota 
(Santana 15-7) 

Houston (McCullers 7-3) at L.A. Angels 

Atlanta ^Teheran 10-11) at Washing¬ 
ton (Roark 12-9) 

Miami (Straily 9-8) at Philadelphia 
(Nola 10-10) 

N.Y. Mets (Lugo 6-4) at Chicago Cubs 
(Lester 10-7) 

Pittsburgh (Williams 6-8) at Milwau¬ 
kee (Garza 6-9) 

Cincinnati (Mahle 0-2) at St. Louis 
(Weaver 5-1) 

Colorado (Marquez 10-6) at Arizona 
(Corbin 13-12) 

L.A. Dodgers (Darvish 8-12) at San 
Francisco (Cueto 7-7) 

Monday 

Yankees 5, Rays 1 


New York 

Gardner I 
Judge rf 
G.Sanch c 
Grgrius ss 

Hlliday dh 
Ellsbry cf 
T.Frzer3b 
Austin lb 


ab 


Tampa Bay 
h bi ab r 

4 0 10 Krmaiercf 5 0 


h bi 


Totals 
New York 
Tampa Bay 


0 0 Plouffe3b 

3 110 Lngoriadh 4 0 10 

2 0 0 1 Dudalb 3 10 0 

4 0 0 0 PuellO If-rf 3 0 0 0 

4 10 0 W.Ramos C 3 0 10 

2 10 0 Mrrison ph 1 0 0 0 

4 113 Casalic 0 0 0 0 

4 0 10 Hchvrra SS 4 0 3 1 

Espnosa2b 4 0 0 0 

Bourjosrf 10 10 
Dckrsn ph-lf2 0 0 0 
30 5 4 4 Totals 34 1 8 1 
000 500 000-f 

010 000 000- 


E—Plouffe (9), W.Ramos (4). LOB- 
New York 6, Tampa Bay 9. 2B—Austin 
(2), Hechavarria (ll). 3B—Hechavarria 
(5). HR—T.Frazier (24). SB-Ellsbury (18). 
CS—Gardner (5), Kiermaier (5). SF—Gre¬ 
gorius (5). 




New York 

Sabathia 
Robertson W,8-2 
Betances 
Chapman 

Tampa Bay 

Odorizzi L,8-8 3% 3 5 

Roe l'A 0 0 

Kittredge 1 0 0 

Stanek 110 

Whitley 1 0 0 

Romo 10 0 

T—3:28. A-15,327 (41,922). 


R ER BB SO 

112 6 


0 0 12 



Rangers 5, Mariners 3 

Seattle Texas 

r h bi 


Hanigerrf 
Cano 2b 
Cruzdh 
K.Sager3b 
Vlencialb 
Zuninoc 
Heredia cf 
Gamel If 
C.Ruiz ph 


. DShelds cf 4 

4 13 2 Choorf 4 

3 0 0 0 Hoyingrf C 

‘ " Andrus ss " 


3 0 0 


Mazaradh 3 0 12 
Chrinosc 4 0 10 
Gallo lb 3 0 0 0 
Mddlbrk3b 4 0 0 0 
Odor 2b 3 0 0 0 
Rualf - - - - 


Totals 34 3 6 3 Totals 30 5 7 5 
Seattle 012 000 000-3 

Texas 220 100 00x-5 

E-Bush (1). LOB—Seattle 7, Texas 5. 
2B—Haniger (19), Zunino (22), Choo (19), 
Mazara (29). HR—Haniger (12), K.Seager 
(23), DeShields (5). SB-Valencia (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Seattle 

Miranda L, 8-7 1% 6 4 4 3 1 

Garton 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Moore 6 11117 

Texas 

Hamels W,10-3 6 6 3 3 1 7 

Bush H,8 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Diekman H,3 1 0 0 0 2 2 

Claudio S,8-12 1 0 0 0 0 1 

T—2:43. A—20,686 (48,114). 

White Sox 11, Royals 3 


s D. Franklin/AP Chicago 


The Rockies’ Nolan Arenado, right, yells at a fan after hitting a three- 
run homer against the Diamondbacks as teammate Gerardo Parra, 
left, goes to restrain Arenado during the eighth inning Monday. 


r h bi 


Kansas City 


r h bi 


Blue Jays 4, Orioles 3 

Baltimore Toronto 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

T.Bckhmss 4 0 0 0 R.Urenass 4 0 11 
M.Mchdo 3b 4 110 Carrera If 4 0 0 0 

Schoop 2b 4 0 0 0 Dnldsondh 2 0 0 0 

A.Jonescf 4 0 2 1 Morales lb 4 0 10 

Mancinilf 3 110 Smoaklb 0 0 0 0 
C.Davislb 4 0 0 0 Pillar cf 4 0 10 

Trumborf 4 111 M.Mntroc 3 10 0 
W.Cstll c 0 0 0 0 T.Hrnndrf 4 12 0 

C.Jsephc 3 0 11 Goins 2b 4 112 

S. Smith dh 3 0 0 0 Barney 3b 3 12 1 

Totals 33 3 6 3 Totals 32 4 8 4 

Baltimore 000 110 100-3 

Toronto 020 101 00x-4 

E—A.Jones (5), Trumbo (2). LOB—Bal¬ 
timore 4, Toronto 7. 2B—M.Machado (31), 
R.Urena (2), T.Hernandez (3), Barney (14). 
HR-Trumbo (23), Goins (7). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Baltimore 

Jimenez L.5-10 5 6 3 3 2 5 

Castro 2 2 110 3 

Brach 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Toronto 

Estrada W,8-8 5 4 2 2 0 7 

Barnes H,10 1 0 1111 

Dermody H,1 'AO 0 0 0 1 

Koehler H,2 Vi 1 0 0 0 1 

Ramirez H,2 1 0 0 0 0 0 

LeoneS,1-5 1 1 0 0 0 2 

D.Barnes pitched to 1 batter in the 
7th HBP-by Castro (Montero). T-2:44. 
A—28,401 (49,282). 

Giants 8, Dodgers 6 

Los Angeles San Francisco 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Grndrsnlf 2 0 0 0 Pence rf 5 2 3 1 

K.Hrnanph 1 0 0 0 Panik2b 3 111 

Avilan p 0 0 0 0 Span cf 3 2 2 3 

Ravin p 0 0 0 0 Posey lb 4 0 2 2 

Cngrani p 0 0 0 0 B.Crwfr ss 4 0 10 

Verdugoph 1 0 0 0 J.Prker If 4 111 

P.Baez p 0 0 0 0 Strckln p 0 0 0 0 

Ethierph 1 0 0 0 S.Dyson p 0 0 0 0 

Watson p 0 0 0 0 Sndoval 3b 3 1 1 0 

Fields p 0 0 0 0 Okertp 0 0 0 0 

C.Sagerss 4 112 Gearrinp 0 0 0 0 

J.Trner3b 3 0 11 G.Hrnan ph-lfl 0 0 0 

Bllnger cf-lf 4 110 Hundley c 4 0 10 

Puig rf 5 2 2 1 Strtton p 0 0 0 0 

A.Gnzal lb 5 0 0 0 Blach p 10 0 0 

Grandalc 2 10 0 Crick p 0 0 0 0 

T. Thmps pr 0 0 0 0 R.Jones ph 0 1 0 0 

Utley 2b 0 0 0 0 Lawp 0 0 0 0 

Frsythe ph-2b 4 1 1 1 Tmlsnph-3b2 0 0 0 
Maedap 10 10 

C.Tylor ph-cf 3 0 11 

Totals 36 6 8 6 Totals 34 812 8 

Los Angeles 000 411 000—6 

San Francisco 211 021 lOx—8 

E—B.Crawford (10). DP—Los Angeles 
1. LOB—Los Angeles 11, San Francisco 5. 
2B—J.Turner (29), Posey (29). 3B—Pence 
(4). HR—Puig (25), Span (12), J.Parker (4). 
SB—C.Seager (4). S-Panik (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Maeda 3 4 4 4 0 4 

Avilan Vi 1 0 0 0 0 

Ravin 'A 1 2 2 11 

Cingrani BS,2 1 2 0 0 0 0 

Baez L,3-5 1 3 110 1 

Watson Vi 1 1111 

Fields l'A 0 0 0 0 1 

San Francisco 

Stratton 'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Blach 3'A 6 4 4 3 0 

Crick l'A 1 1110 

Law W,4-l BS,2 1 1112 1 

Okert H,8 % 0 0 0 0 1 

Gearrin H,5 'A 0 0 0 1 1 

Strickland H,18 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Dyson S,13-18 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Ravin pitched to 2 batters in the 5th 
T—3:22. A—40,409 (41,915). 


Rockies 5, Diamondbacks 4 

Colorado Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Blckmon cf 4 0 10 D.Prlta If-rf-lf 4 0 0 0 

LMahieu 2b 4 2 3 1 Innettac 3 10 0 

C.Gnzal rf 3 10 0 Pollock cf 4 110 

Arenado 3b 4 12 4 Gldschm lb 4 0 0 1 

Parra If 4 0 0 0 J.Mrtinrf 4 2 3 1 

Story ss 4 0 10 GBIco pr-lf-rf 0 0 0 0 

Mar.Ryn lb 4 0 0 0 Drury 2b 3 0 10 

Lucroyc 4 110 Rosales 3b 2 0 0 1 

Frelandp 1 0 0 0 Dsclso ph-3b 10 0 0 

Ty.Andr p 1 0 0 0 K.Martess 3 0 10 

Tapia ph 1 0 0 0 Greinkep 2 0 11 

McGee p 0 0 0 0 C.WIker ph 10 0 0 

Neshekp 0 0 0 0 Hoover p 0 0 0 0 

Dunn p 0 0 0 0 Chafin p 0 0 0 0 

Amristaph 0 0 0 0 Barrett p 0 0 0 0 

Desmond ph 1 0 0 0 Sherfy p 0 0 0 0 

Holland p 0 0 0 0 McFrlnd p 0 0 0 0 

Lambph 10 0 0 
Hzlbkerpr 0 0 0 0 

Totals 35 5 8 5 Totals 32 4 7 4 

Colorado 001 001 030-5 

Arizona 010 100 020-4 

E-LeMahieu (7). DP-Colorado 1. LOB- 
Colorado 4, Arizona 8. 2B—Blackmon (32), 
LeMahieu (28), Arenado (42), Story (27), 
Pollock (28), Martinez (21). 3B—LeMahieu 
(3), Lucroy (2). HR-Arenado (33). SB- 
Martinez (4). SF-Rosales (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Freeland 3 3 2 2 4 1 

Anderson W,4-5 4 1 0 0 0 4 

McGee H,18 'A0 1110 

Neshek H,19 'A3 110 0 

Dunn H,19 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Holland S,40-44 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Arizona 

Greinke 7 5 2 2 0 6 

Hoover 'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Chafin 'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Barrett L,1-1 'A 2 3 3 1 1 

Sherfy % 1 0 0 0 0 

McFarland 'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Freeland pitched to 1 batter in the 
4th WP-Anderson 2, Holland. T-3:40. 
A—24,178 (48,633). 

Pirates 7, Brewers 0 

Pittsburgh Milwaukee 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

S.Marte If 5 112 H.Perz2b-cf4 0 0 0 
A.Frzer2b 4 110 D.Sntnarf 4 0 10 

McCtchn cf 4 1 1 2 Braun If 3 0 0 0 

J.Bell lb 4 0 10 T.Shaw3b 3 0 0 0 

G.PInco rf 4 12 0 Bandy ph 10 0 0 
S.Rdrig3b 4 0 0 0 Aguilar lb 3 0 10 

E.Diazc 4 10 0 Pinac 3 0 10 

Mercer ss 3 111 Broxtoncf 2 0 0 0 

Brault p 3 12 2 Sogrdph-2bl 0 0 0 

Schugel p 0 0 0 0 Arciass 2 0 0 0 

Jasoph 1 0 0 0 Wodruffp 10 0 0 

Hudsonp 0000 Hughesp 0000 
Runzlerp 0 0 0 0 Villarph 10 0 0 

Rivero p 0 0 0 0 Drake p 0 0 0 0 

J.Brnes p 0 0 0 0 

Vogtph 10 0 0 

Ju.Grrap 0 0 0 0 

Totals 36 7 9 7 Totals 29 0 3 0 

Pittsburgh 200 022 010-7 

Milwaukee 000 000 000-0 

E-Pina (6). DP-Pittsburgh 1. LOB- 
Pittsburgh 6, Milwaukee 4.2B-J.Bell (25), 
Brault (1). HR—S.Marte (6), McCutchen 
(24), Mercer (14). SB-A.Frazier (9). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Pittsburgh 

Brault W,1-0 6 1 0 0 1 6 

Schugel 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Hudson % 1 0 0 10 

Runzler 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Rivero 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Milwaukee 

Woodruff L,1-2 5 7 6 6 1 3 

Hughes 1 10011 

Drake 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Barnes 1 11100 

Guerra 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Woodruff pitched to 2 batters in the 
6th T—3:03. A-27,422 (41,900). 


Y.Sanch 3b 5 3 2 0 Mrrfeld2b 3 1 _ _ 

Moncada2b 6 2 3 2 Bnfacio ph-rf 1 0 0 0 

Abreu lb 5 14 2 L.Caincf 3 0 2 1 

Dlmnico If 5 10 1 Orlando cf 10 0 0 

A.Grcia rf 5 12 2 Me.Cbrrrf 3 0 0 0 

R.Lranorf 0 0 0 0 Gllgherc 10 0 0 

Narvaez c 5 0 2 0 Hosmerlb 3 0 10 

Dvidsondh 5 0 0 0 Cthbrt lb-3b 10 10 

Ti.Andrss 5 110 S.Perezc 3 0 0 0 

Engel cf 4 2 3 3 Buterac-lb 10 0 0 

Mstakas 3b 3 0 0 0 

R.Trrs 3b-2b 10 0 0 
Moss dh 3 12 1 
Goreph-dh 10 0 0 
A.Escbrss 2 0 0 0 
Mndsi ph-ss2 0 10 
A.Grdon If 2 110 
Soler ph-lf 2 0 0 0 
Totals 4511 17 10 Totals 36 3 9 3 
Chicago 210 206 000-11 

Kansas City 000 030 000- 3 

E—Moustakas (11). LOB—Chicago 11, 
Kansas City 6. 2B—Y.Sanchez (16), Abreu 
(38), Cuthbert (7). 3B-Moncada (2), 
Abreu (6), Merrifield (6). HR-Engel (6), 
Moss (20). SB—Engel (7). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Lopez W,1-3 6 8 3 3 0 1 

Infante 2 10003 

Alburquerque 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Kansas City 

Hammel L.8-11 3'A 10 5 5 2 7 

Moylan l'A 0 0 0 0 3 

Buchter 'A 2 3 2 0 1 

Maurer % 3 3 3 0 0 

Cahill 3'A 2 0 0 1 3 

Buchter pitched to 3 batters in the 
6th Lopez pitched to 1 batter in the 7th 
HBP-by Moylan (Engel). WP-Lopez. 
T—3:16. A—23,135 (37,903). 

Indians 11, Tigers 0 

Detroit Cleveland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Kinsler2b 4 0 10 Lindorss 4 2 2 4 
An.Rmne2b 1 0 0 0 Urshelass 10 0 0 

Presley dh 4 0 2 0 Chsnhll If-lb5 0 0 0 

Mi.Cbrr lb 3 0 0 0 Jose.Rm2b 1113 

Navarro lb 0 0 0 0 E.Gnzi ph-2b2 1 1 0 

Cstllnsrf 4 0 10 Encrncodh 3 0 10 

Cndlrio 3b 4 0 2 0 Almntpr-dhO 2 0 0 

J.McCnnc 4 0 10 Bruce rf 2 0 0 0 

Holadayc 0 0 0 0 Naquin pr-rfl 0 10 

Collins If 4 0 10 C.Sntna lb 2 10 0 
J.Jonescf 4 0 10 Guyerpr-lf 0 0 0 1 

D.Mchdo ss 4 0 0 0 Y.Diaz3b 5 2 2 1 

Gomes C 4 12 1 

F. Mejiac 10 0 0 

G. AIIen cf 4 110 

Totals 36 0 9 0 Totals 35111110 

Detroit 000 000 000- 0 

Cleveland 050 211 02x-ll 

E—Kinsler (10), J.Jones (1). LOB-De- 
troit 10, Cleveland 9. 2B—Castellanos 
(28). 3B—Lindor (4). HR-Jose.Ramirez 
(26). SF—Jose.Ramirez (3), Guyer (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Detroit 

Jaye L,l-1 3% 7 7 7 2 2 

Reininger l'A 2 110 0 

Saupofd 1 0 113 0 

Jimenez 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Labourt 1 2 2 2 1 1 

Cleveland 

Carrasco W,15-6 6 7 0 0 1 9 

Salazar 2 1 0 0 0 1 

McAllister 1 1 0 0 0 2 

HBP-by Jaye (Ramirez), by Saupold 
(Ramirez). WP—Labourt. T—3:12. A— 
18,521 (35,051). 


AL wild card 


New York 
Minnesota 
Los Angeles 
Texas 

Kansas City 
Baltimore 
Seattle 
Tampa Bay 


Arizona 83 61 .576 - 

Colorado 79 65 .549 

St. Louis 75 68 .524 3'A 

Milwaukee 75 69 .521 4 
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Ron Schwane/AP 

Indians starting pitcher Carlos Carrasco delivers against the Detroit Tigers during the first inning of 
Monday’s game in Cleveland. Carrasco (15-6) struck out nine in six innings of work. 


Streak reaches 19 


Indians’ impressive run longest in 15 years 


By Tom Withers 

Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — One more day. One more game. 
One more win. 

The Cleveland Indians are ripping off victories 
like few teams before them. 

And, they’re not finished. 

With their latest lopsided win, the Indians extend¬ 
ed the majors’ longest winning streak in 15 years to 
19 games on Monday night by blowing out the De¬ 
troit Tigers 11-0 to move closer to a record that has 
stood for 101 years. 

Francisco Lindor tripled home three runs off 



Ron Schwane/AP 


The Indians’ Francisco Lindor hits a three-run 
triple off Tigers starting pitcher Myles Jaye during 
the second inning. 


rookie Myles Jaye (0-1) in the second inning, and the 
Indians, who haven’t lost since Aug. 23, prolonged 
the third-best winning streak since 1947. 

But while they may be the talk of baseball, Cleve¬ 
land’s players are taking it all in stride. 

To them, it’s no big deal. 

“Surprised? I don’t want to say I’m surprised,” 
said Lindor, who is batting. 338 during the streak. 
“We haven’t really paid attention to it. We’re just en¬ 
joying the ride and trying to focus on what we have 
in front of our feet. Today is in the past already. We 
focus on what we have tomorrow and we’ll see what 
happens.” 

Cleveland is the sixth team to win at least 19 
straight, and the streak is the longest since the 2002 
Oakland Athletics won 20 in a row — a run that was 
celebrated in the film “Moneyball.” 

The Indians can match those A’s on Tuesday, and 
their chances of getting No. 20 are strong with AL 
Cy Young Award contender Corey Kluber starting. 

At this point, it hardly matters who’s on the 
mound. 

The defending AL champions aren’t just rolling, 
they’re steamrolling, outscoring opponents 132-32 
during a stretch that includes six shutouts. 

They’re making it look easy, but manager Terry 
Francona refuses to make more of the streak. 

“I get it,” Francona said. “I just don’t feel like going 
there. I think it sends the wrong message. I think 
our message is always consistent, that, ‘Hey, show 
up and try to outplay them today.’ I think they’re 
doing a good job, that’s the understatement.” 

Carlos Carrasco (15-6) struck out nine in six in¬ 
nings, Lindor had four RBIs and Jose Ramirez hit a 
two-run homer as the Indians lowered their magic 
number to clinch the Central to six. 

Cleveland joined the 1906 Chicago White Sox (19), 
the 1947 New York Yankees (19), the 2002 A’s (20), 
the 1935 Chicago Cubs (21) and the 1916 New York 
Giants (26) as the only teams to reel off 19 consecu¬ 
tive wins. The Giants’ record run is in the books as 
the mgjor league mark, although it did include a tie, 
which does not count as an official game in baseball, 
according to the Elias Sports Bureau. 


Dodgers’ skid 
hits 11 games 


By Janie McCauley 
Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — The 
Dodgers rallied once, twice and 
then a third time. Manager Dave 
Roberts thought his club would 
snap out of its long losing streak 
at last. 

The National League-leading 
Dodgers lost their 11th straight 
game for the longest skid since the 
club moved to Los Angeles, finish¬ 
ing their 8-6 defeat to 
the San Francisco Gi¬ 
ants at 2:10 a.m. local 
time Tuesday morn¬ 
ing after a pair of rain 
and lightning delays 
late Monday. 

“It’s disappoint¬ 
ing because our guys 
played hard tonight, 
they really did,” Rob¬ 
erts said. “I thought 
that we were going 
to win that game. I 
thought we put our¬ 
selves in a position to 
win but we couldn’t 
hold the lead.” 

Hunter Pence hit a 
go-ahead single in the 
sixth for San Francisco against 
Pedro Baez (3-5). 

Following a 42-minute delay 
ahead of first pitch, Curtis 
Granderson struck out against 
Chris Stratton, then the game im¬ 
mediately entered an even longer 
delay — this time for 2 hours, 52 
minutes, before resuming at 10:50 
p.m. local time. 

The total delay time of 3:34 
was more than the game time of 
3:22. Roberts said his preference 
would have been a doubleheader 
but he understood it as a league 
decision, saying “it was out of our 
hands.” 

“This is obviously very unchar¬ 
acteristic to start a game this 


late,” he said. 

Los Angeles, which has lost 16 
of 17 overall, had its lead atop the 
NL over idle Washington trimmed 
to 3V2 games. The Dodgers travel 
to play the Nationals next. 

The skid topped a pair of 10- 
game losing streaks in L.A. from 
1961 and ’92. The 1944 Brook¬ 
lyn team lost 16 straight games. 
L.A. held a season-best 21-game 
division lead for four days and 
as recently as Aug. 25, but that 
has dwindled to nine 
games over Arizona. 

“It’s disappointing 
every time you lose,” 
shortstop Corey Sea- 
ger said. “I thought 
tonight was better. We 
came back, got back 
in the game a couple 
times. Unfortunately, 
we didn’t win. Just got 
to get back to winning, 
that’s about it. Nothing 
else about that.” 

An announce¬ 
ment came on the 
scoreboard during a 
fourth-inning pitch¬ 
ing change: The final 
BART trains would 
leave downtown locations at 12:20 
a.m. “God Bless America” during 
the seventh-inning stretch came 
at 1:25 a.m. 

And one devoted — or call it 
crazy — kayaker stayed out in the 
cove in his craft trying to retrieve 
baseballs into the wee hours. A 
hardy group of loyal fans stayed 
until the final out. 

“In my mind I didn’t think we 
were going to be playing tonight, 
once it started to get around 
9:45,” Giants center fielder De- 
nard Span said. “... Then we came 
out here and tried to battle our 
butts off.” 

Ty Law (4-1) pitched the sixth 
for the win. 


disappointing 
because our 
guys played 
hard tonight, 
they really 
did. I thought 
that we were 
going to win 
that game . f 

Dave Roberts 

Dodgers manager 



Tony Avelar/AP 

The Los Angeles Dodgers’ Yasiel Puig reacts after striking out 
against the Giants during the ninth inning of Monday’s game in San 
Francisco. The Giants won 8-6. The game was delayed 3 hours, 34 
minutes by lightning and rain and didn’t end until 2:10 a.m. Tuesday. 
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Blocking the win 

Denver tips Chargers’ FG attempt 
for opening victory » Page 28 
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